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‘I love 
football 
and am 
a great 
supporter 
of those 
who 

broadcast 
it. . .’ 


Reach for the sky: Peter Mandelson at Famborongh air show yesterday. He is friends with Sky cfoief executive Elisabeth Murdoch, bat his office insisted he would act impartially on the Sky bid photograph; gabby weaser 


Hague’s euro showdown 
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W ILLIAM 

Hague yes- 
terday em- 
barked on 
the biggest 
gamble of 
his short career a6 Tory 
leader when he moved to 
crush a f friwwg iTi g challenge 
at the party conference by an- 
nouncing a snap ballot of the 
party's 300,000 members to 
win approval of his hardline 
stance on the European single 
currency. 

In an attempt to outflank 


party heavyweights such as 
Kenneth Clarke and Michael 
Headline, Mr Hague said he 
would be calling on the mem- 
bership to endorse the 
Shadow Cabinet 1 s decision to 
oppose monetary union at the 
next election. 

Mr Hague, who decided to 
hold the ballot during his 
summer holiday, acted after 
reports that the former Chan- 
cellor and Deputy Prime Min- 
ister were planning to chal- 
lenge his European policy at a 
series of fringe meetings at 
next month's conference in 
Bournemouth. 

At a press conference at 
Conservative Central Office, 


Mr Hague saW that the party 
could not- look to the future 
until it has dealt “with one 
last part of the legacy of the 
past”. Watched by senior 
members of the Shadow Cabi- 
net, he said: “As long as our 
party is distracted by endless 
debates on the single cur- 
rency we will' always have 
one hand tied behind our 
backs as we fight the Govern- 
ment. I want to free everyone 
in the party, whatever their 
views on the single currency, 
to fight this Government with 
both hands and provide an al- 
ternative to it" 

But Mr Hague’s gamble — 
which will need the support 
of at least GO per cent of the 
membership to have any cred- 
ibility — immediately laid 
bare the party's deep div- 
isions over Europe. Within 
minutes, Mr Clarke dismissed 
the ballot, while Michael Por- 
tillo, the former Defence Sec- 
retary, hailed the move as 


OO WS KNOW A 
WttXlAM HAGI/JE f* 



“typically courageous and 
straightforward’’. 

Mr Clarke said: “My view 
of the national interest will 
not be changed by the results 
of a snap vote of party activ- 


ists. I win have a free vote in 
Parliament whenever the 
issues arises there." 

The former Chancellor 
accused Mr Hague of narrow- 
ing the party’s appeal by fo- 
cusing on one issue, over, 
which the Tories have no con- 
trol as long as they are in 
opposition. 

In contrast Mr Portillo, stQl 
regarded as a future Tory 
leader despite losing his seat 
at the last election, said: “I 
share Mr Hague’s lucidly-ex- 
pressed worries about the 
single currency. I believe that 
the question of how Britain 
will he governed is by fer the 
most important feeing us. The 
Government would like no 
discussion about it. It is 
highly desirable that the 
issue -should he debated be- 
tween the parties now and at 
the next general election.' 1 

Billot papers will be sent to 
the party's estimated 300,000 
members on September 21, to 


allow counting before the 
party conference opens on Oc- 
tober 6. Leaflets explaining 
the pro and anti sides will be 
enclosed. 

Mr Hague will kick off a na- 
tionwide campaign for a Yes 
vote with a speech in London 
tomorrow. In a series of 
speeches in England, Scot- 
land and Wales he will appeal 
to party unity by presenting 
the ballot as a move designed 
to heal wounds. 

At yesterday's press confer- 
ence he said gras s roots mem- 
bers were “sick and tired” of 
the way the rival factions con- 
tinually rowed over policy. 
“Party division over the 
European single currency 
was one of the largest contrib- 
utors to our heavy defeat. 
And we still suffer from con- 
tinuous stories about div- 
ision,” he said. "Those differ- 
ing from party policy on the 
euro find it hard to win atten- 
tion for anything apart from 


their views on this subject, 
even if they try. Those who 
support the policy End them- 
selves frustrated and con- 
fused by felse stories and 
claims about the level of dis- 
sent or the Imminence of a 
shift in policy.” 

Labour and the Liberal 
Democrats said the ballot 
highlighted Tory divisions 
over Europe. Labour accused 
Mr Hague of panicking ahead 
of the party conference. A 
Spokesman said: “If he wishes 
to lock himself into a position 
based on dogma rather than 
the national Interest, then the 
Tories will be the losers.” 
Malcolm Bruce, the Liberal 
Democrats' Treasury spokes- 
man, said the move showed 
the Tories were "still at war” 
and Mr Hague was trying to 
"marginalise” bis critics. 

Hagua takes a loaf out of 
Blair handbook, paw 4; 
Leader c om ment, page 9 


Dilemma for Yeltsin after Duma’s defiance 


Jam— Meek In Mtawcowr 

R USSIA was left at the 
mercy of deepening 
economic chaos yes- 
terday as parliament 
refused for a second time to 
mwrflmi rttg anting prime min- 
ister, Viktor Chernomyrdin, 
daring President Boris Yell- 
sin to back down or charge 
forward into the political un- 
known — which could mean a 
national state of emergency. 

The state Duma voted by 
273 to 138 against Mr Cherno- 
myrdin, leaving the country 
without a government for a 


third week as prices rocket, 
shelves lie empty and the rou- 
ble continues to plummet 
Today's official rate, lagging 
fer behind the dealing-room 
fell in the currency, is a third 
of its value in mid- August 

If Mr Yeltsin shows his 
characteristic stubbornness, 
he will nominate Mr Cherno- 
myrdin for a third time. An- 
other rejection would mean 
(fissedution of the Duma and 
fresh elections, likely to pro- 
duce a parliament still more 
hostile to the president. 

More extreme scenarios en- 
visage the Duma voting 
within a week tn begin im- , 


peachment proceedings 
against the president, which 
would prevent Mr Yeltsin dis- 
solving parliament or declar- 
ing a national state of emer- 
gency to rule without it 

The president, gravely 
weakened by the financial di- 
saster which has blown away 
the meagre economic achieve- 
ments of his seven-year rule, 
may choose what for him 
would be the radical option — 
giving in to parliament. 

He could withdraw Mr 
Chernomyrdin’s name and 

submit a more acceptable 
candida te — most likely Yuri 
Luzhkov, the mayor of Mbs- 1 


cow, whom the dominant left- 
patriot bloc in the Duma have 
said they would support 
Mr Chernomyrdin won 
more votes than on his first 
bid for approval last week, 
when he garnered a mere 94 
supporters. But his improved 
showing was almost e n tirely 
due to the switching to him of 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky's bogus 
ultra-nationalist LDPR, and 
despite winning the votes of 
two renegade Communists, it 
is not (dear where he could 
turn for backing a third time. 

. wte second humiliation was 
foreshadowed at a Kremlin 
meeting earlier yesterday, 


when Duma party leaders and 
members of Russia’s upper 
house, the Federation Coun- 
cil. met Mr Yeltsin to seek a 
compromise. 

The president's baffling 
offer to 'Took again" at Mr 
Chernomyrdin's work In six 
to months if the Duma 
accepted him now was 
rebuffed. The parliamentary 
side came up with a list of 
alternative candidates, chief 

arnnng tTwn Mr Luzhkov. 

Mr Chernomyrdin offered a 
more detailed^ though no less 
confusing, economic pro- 
gramme in his speech to MPs 
yesterday. It still appeared to 


involve unleashing cheap 
money to settle state and pri- 
vate debts before switching to 
the opposite extreme in the 
new year by introducing a 
"hard rouble” strictly tied to 
the amount of hard currency 
and slid in the central bank. 

Trying to woo the Commu- 
nists, he recalled the New 
Economic Programme intro- 
duced by Lenin in the 1920s, 
which allowed a brief flour- 
ishing of commerce to rejuve- 
nate a country devastated by 
civil war. 

"We have been thrown 
backwards several years," Mr . 
Chernomyrdin said. “Hours ! 


are passing. 1 We are on the 
edge of a precipice, and we 
may be wasting time and los- 
ing the country." 

The Communists were not 
impressed. Nor was the lib- 
eral leader. Grigory Yav- 
linsky, who said of Mr Cher- 
nomyrdin's proposals: “This 
resembles putting out fires 
with gasoline.” 

Meanwhile, the central 
bank governor, Sergei 
Dubinin, resigned yesterday, 
three weeks after the devalua- 
tion of the rouble. 

Russia in d a apal r, page 7 ; 
John Gray, page 8 
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T HE Trade and Industry 
Secretary, Peter Man- 
delson, yesterday prom- 
ised a scrupulous inquiry 
into the proposed Murdoch 
takeover of Manchester 
United, as angry Labour MPs 
and disgrunted football fans 
called for it to be referred to 
the Monopolies Commission. 

Ministers are privately un- 
happy at having been pushed 
Into a deft stick: If the Gov- 
ernment approves the deal, it 
risks alienating a substantial 
section of fens: if it blocks it, 
the risk is of losing the .sup- 
port of the Murdoch papers. 

Criticism of the deal came 
as United's share price 
soared, with £123 million 
added to the dub’s value. The 
drama of the takeover has 
been further heightened with 
rumours of rival bids from 
other broadcasters. 

In spite of close ties be- 
tween the Government and 
the Murdoch empire — and 
the friendship between the 
Trade Secretary and Elisa- 
beth Murdoch, chief execu- 
tive or the Sky Network — Mr 
Mandelson’s offic e insisted 
yesterday that "he will be 
working in a quasi-judicial 
capacity, where he will act 
with complete impartiality*'. 

Lawyers at the Department 
of Trade and Industry are al- 
most certain to rule that there 
is no conflict of Interest, as 
they did two months ago over 
British Airways. 

Mr M a n delso n said that if 
the bid went ahead -it would 
be notified to the Director 
General or Fair Trading, who 
will 'Took at it very com- 
pletely and extremely search- 
ingty". He will report to Mr 
Mandelson, who then must 
decide whether to refer the 
bid to the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission. 

The bid would be “of enor- 
mous Interest and Importance 
to a lot of people", Mr Mandel- 
son said. “1 love football and I 
am a great supporter of those 
who broadcast It.” 

Many Labour MPs and foot- 
ball officials yesterday ex- 
pressed anger over the pro- 
posed takeover. Joe Ashton, 
the Labour MP who chairs 
turn to page 3, column 1 
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Council faces £750.000 race payout 


Award to official 
falsely accused 
of corruption 
is biggest ever 


Helen Carter 

T HE biggest ever race 
discrimination pay-out, 
expected to be up to 
£750.000. will be made next 
month by a council which 
claims to lead the Qeld in 
equal opportunities to a 
senior official who suffered 
■‘[bur years of living hell" at 
the hands of a colleague- 
Sam Yeboah. a magistrate 
and former head of personnel 
at Hackney council in east 
London, had been subjected 
to a campaign of false allega- 
tions by bousing director Ber- 
nard Crofton, who bad "a 
fixed mental impression that 
Africans, particularly West 
Africans, have a propensity to 
commit fraud”, the tribunal 
found. 

After a 104-day hearing, an 
industrial tribunal yesterday 
found Mr Crofton — who had 
been praised for rooting out 
corruption in the borough — 
guilty of five race discrimina- 
tion charges. 

Mr Yeboah. aged 52, of Mil- 
ton Keynes, Buckingham- 
shire. is waiting to hear how 
much compensation he will 
receive. The pay-out. which 
will be decided next month, 
win take into account his 
£65.000-a -year salary and the 
fact that he has been unable 
to work for two years. 

The figure is expected to 
dwarf the previous highest 
payout in a race discrimina- 
tion case, the £358,000 
awarded last year to a com- 
puter operator at Lambeth 
council - 

The figure may also cover 
injury to Mr Yeboah's feel- 
ings. loss of future earnings 
and his claims that he is “ef- 
fectively unemployable" be- 
cause of the serious nature of 
the allegations against him. 

A spokesman for the Com- 
mission for Racial Equality 
said: "It will undoubtedly be 
one of the biggest ever awards 
but we cannot speculate 
about exactly how much." 


The tribunal's 300-page rul- 
ing said: "A striking feature 
of this case has been the num- 
ber and persistence of false al- 
legations which Mr Crofton 
has made against Mr Yeboah. 

“The totality of the evi- 
dence has led us to the conclu- 
sion that Mr Crofton did, and 
does have a fixed mental im- 
pression that Africans, partic- 
ularly West Africans, have a 
propensity to commit fraud." 

Mr Yeboah, who has been 
unemployed since he left his 
job at the start of 1996, said: 
"This is the first time I have 
been publicly vindicated, but 
it does not make up for what I 
have been through. I have 
been through a living hell for 
the last four years. 

“This was a direct attack on 
the colour of my skin. If some- 
one attacks you on this basis, 
something you have no con- 
trol over, it Is extremely hurt- 
ful and distressing. Hackney 



Bernard Crofton 
(above) had ‘a 
fixed impression 
that Africans, 
particularly West 
Africans, have a 
propensity to 
commit fraud 1 


Fairy tale grows 
up into a sensual 
mermaid’s dream 


Tim Ashley 


Rusalka 

Coliseum, London 

R ECOCNISED as a Land- 
mark in operatic staging 
when it was unveiled in 
1983. David Pountney’s pro- 
duction of Dvorak’s Rusalka. 
now revived at the Coliseum 
by Lynn B instock, has lost lit- 
tle uf its clout. 

Its brilliance lies In its radi- 
cal reinterpretation of its 
fairy-tale subject matter. Dvo- 
rak drew on a number or 
sources — Czech folklore. 
Hans Andersen, the German 
Undine legend t which also 
provided Frederick Ashton 
with the material for his ballet 
Ondine) — Tor his fable of the 
catastrophic passion ora 
water nymph for a mortal. 
Ponntney look the lot and 
aligned it with Freud: Tbe Lit- 
tle Mermaid coll ides with The 
interpretation Of Dreams 
(which was published in 1900. 
the year the opera was 
written). 

His fairy tale evolves as the 
ran Las tic dream of an adoles- 
cent girl — alternately fasci- 
nated and repelled by images 
of sexuality — as she sleeps in 
her nursery. Her mermaid's 
tail — It’s still one of the most 
upsetting theatrical images — 
consists of bandages which 
bind her legs together. The 
three Wood Nymphs, content 
with remaining In their 
element, are her chUdisb, 
game-playing younger sisters. 
The admonitory Water Sprite, 
called "grandfather" through- 
out, is an aged, wheelchair- 
bound figure In his second 
childhood, while the witch Je- 
zibaba. who both helps and 
hinders Rusalka's progress to 
womanhood, is an ambivalent 
governess, comic and malign. 


There are hints, however, or 
the infliction of horrific emo- 
tional wounds — whether po- 
tential or actual we are not 
told — from the adult world 
around her the Prince she 
loves is an older man, weak- 
willed and duplicitous, who 
calls her “frigid" when she 
rejects his sexual violence; the 
rival Princess Ls a cynical, ma- 
nipulative femme da mantle in 
a red dress and furs, bent on 
destruction. Some of Pount- 
ney's images now seem over- 
famil ian more than any other 
Coliseum staging, it defined 
the house style during the 
“Powerhouse" years, and 
spawned numerous imita- 
tions, many of which have 
vanished. Time hasn’t less- 
ened its impact, however, and 
it remains one ofENO’s finest 
achievements. 

Musically, it is mixed. Rich- 
ard Hickox conducts a big, 
bold performance, perfectly 
attuned toPountney’s vision, 
unleashing an unstoppable 
flood of heady emotion and 
finding whlffis of Wagnerian 
influences which you don’t 
normally hear in the score. 
The American soprano Susan 
Patterson sings Rusalka. She 
suggests maladjusted gawki- 
ness rather than the waif-like 
innocence which some have 
brought to the role. Her voice 
Is a knockout — colossal, rich 

and opulent — though she oc- 
casionally sounds too mature 
in the role. The Prince. Robert 

Brubaker, is compelling but 
makes a big, rather unsubtle 
sound. Catherine Savory 
reveals a fruity mezzo as Jezi- 
baba, though the voice is on 
the small side and she'9 not 
nearly dominant enough. 
Janice Cairns is imposing 
rather than alluring as the 
Princess. John Connell's 
Water Sprite, occasionally un- 
focused. is elegiac rather than 
vengef uL The orchestral 
sound, once past a couple of 
ropy moments in the Drat act, 
is unfailingly sumptuous. 


councillors failed to act on 
their own anti-discrimination 
policy and allowed these lies 
to continue." 

He said no amount of 
money could compensate him 
or his family for his suffering. 

Hackney Council has had 99 
claims of race discrimination 
Died against it in the past five 
years. Last year it was forced 
to pay £172,000 to a valuer of 
Chinese origin who had been 
bullied and humiliated by 
managers because his face 
did not fit 

The dispute between the 
two former council officials 
dates back more than six 
years, when Mr Crofton in- 
structed an audit of all staff, 
with the aim of rooting out 
fraud. 

Mr Yeboah objected and 
said the consultants had no 
right to inspect confidential 
files. A compromise was 
reached and Mr Crofton 's in- 
quiries into dozens of cases of 
employment, tenancy and 
housing benefit fraud saved 
the council an estimated £3 
million. 

The discrimination claim 
was triggered by a memo sent 
by Mr Crofton which made 
accusations of fraud, which 
he wrongly accused Mr Ye- 
boah of covering up. 

He had Mr Yeboah's name 
put on a list of suspects sent 
to the Fraud Squad for inves- 
tigation, while a member of a 
special tenancy investigation 
group made Inquiries about 
his immig ration status. 

After an inquiry. Mr Crof- 
ton was sacked for racial 
harassment in 1995, but was 
later reinstated by an appeals 
sub-committee of Hackney 
councillors. 

An independent 12-month 
inquiry commissioned by 
Hackney council and headed 
by Ian McDonald QC in 1996 
found that there was no evi- 
dence of “any major conspir- 
acy to defraud the council" 
and accused Mr Crofton of 
fostering an atmosphere 
where black employees were 
subjected to a witch-hunt 

Hackney council said In a 
statement that they had been 
taking major steps to tackle 
discrimination. "We deeply 
regret that any member of 
staff should suffer discrimina- 
tion and victimisation. We 
will be studying the decisions 
of the industrial tribunal in 
detail to ensure that we learn 
any lessons for the future," it 
said. 

Mr Crofton now works as a 
consultant for a housing 
association and was unavail- 
able for comment 






‘I have been 
through a 
living hell for 
the last four 
years.This 
was a direct 
attack on the 
colour of my 
skin. If 
someone 
attacks you 
on this basis, 
something 
you have no 
control over, it 
is extremely 
hurtful and 
distressing. 
Hackney 
councillors 
failed to act 
on their own 
anti- 

discrimination 
policy and 
allowed these 
lies to 
continue’ 


Sam Yeboah, ex- 
head of personnel, 
Hackney council 


Sam Yeboah, who could get £750.000. He said no amount could compensate for family’s suffering photograph: Andrew stuart 


Republicans press for impeachment powers 


US politicians are divided on who 
should see Starr’s Clinton report 


Martin Kettle In Washington 

I MPEACHMENT proceed- 
ings against President Bill 
Clinton could begin as 
early as next month if his 
Republican opponents obtain 
unprecedented procedural 
powers to speed the congres- 
sional inquiry into the Mon- 
ica Lewinsky affair. 

As Congress returns from its 
summer break today, with 
mid-term elections looming. 
Republicans on the House of 
Representatives judiciary com- 
mittee are seeking to draw up 


charges against Mr Clinton 
soon after the independent 
counsel, Kenneth Starr, pre- 
sents his report to the commit- 
tee later this month. 

Henry Hyde, the Republi- 
can committee chairman, pro- 
poses excluding the rest of 
Congress initially. He wants 
the foil report circulated only 
to a bipartisan inner group on 
his committee, and be wants 
the power to charge reluctant 
witnesses with contempt 
without a full House vote. 

Mr Hyde's proposals have 
alarmed congressional Demo- 
crats and even some Republi- 


cans. Gerald Solomon, tbe 
Republican chairman of the 
House rules committee which 
must sanction the procedural 
plans, insists an executive 
summary of Mr Starr's report 
must be available to all mem- 
bers of Congress and that the 
foil version should be pub- 
lished if the judiciary commit- 
tee proposes Impeachment 

House Democrats, who 
have complained about the 
“nearly unchecked powers" 
Mr Hyde seeks, have per- 
suaded top Republicans to 
join a Capitol Hill summit 
tomorrow to thrash out the 
bitter procedural arguments. 

Tomorrow’s meeting will be , 
attended by Mr Hyde and 
John Conyers, the senior I 
Democrat on the Judiciary | 


committee, as well as the 
House Speaker, Newt Ging- 
rich; the House Republican 
leader, Dick Armey; and the 
House Democratic leader, 
Dick Gephardt 

Mr Gingrich ls said to be 
anxious to find bipartisan 
agreement so as to minimise 
charges of partisan bias. 

Any changes in the proce- 
dural rules must be voted on 
by the whale 435-seat House. , 
in which the Republicans 
have an ll-seat majority. 

Under the United States i 
constitution, the House has I 
the sole task t>f deciding | 
whether a president should 1 
be impeached, drawing up the j 
charges — “articles of im- j 
peachment”. The 100-member 
Senate, with the chief justice ! 


presiding, then conducts a 
trial 

Leaks said Mr Starr’s report 
wiH concentrate entirely on 
the Lewinsky affair, in which 
Mr Clinton is accused of lying 
under oath about his affair 
with the former White House 
intern and pressurising her to 
do likewise. 

The report is expected to 
contain “voluminous attach- 
ments”, including excerpts 
from grand jury testimony 
and other evidence. The 
White House is braced for fur- 
ther intimate details about 
Mr Clinton's sexual relations 
with Ms Lewinsky. 

The date when the report 
will go to Congress remains 
Washington’s most closely 
guarded secret Mr Starr is 


under political pressure to 
submit It as soon as possible 
because all House members 
face elections on November 3, 
and most want to adjourn at 
the beginning of October. 

Some legislators argue that 
Congress should remain in 
session well into October to 
complete work on the report 
Senator Daniel Patrick Moy- 
nihan of New York, a Demo- 
cratic opponent of the presi- 
dent said: "We have to do our 
duty here.” 

Meanwhile, the pressure on 
Mr Clinton continued yester- 
day when the head of the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
said the president who is a 
Baptist should resign "before 
he is instrumental in corrupt- 
ing all our young people". 


Lone Atlantic rower gives up after rescue 


Geoffrey Gibbs 


A N American rower has 
abandoned ber attempt | 
to become the first worn- ! 
an to cross the Atlantic alone 
after being rescued by a US- 
bound container ship assisted 
by Cornish coastguards and 
an RAF Nimrod, 

Tori Murden was last night 
heading for Philadelphia after I 
a medical check-up following 
a head injury. Her boat was 
left drfting 1.000 miles west of 
Land's End. 

British coastguards 
launched an air and sea 
search for the 35-year-old 

oars woman early yesterday, 
after signals from an emer- 
gency beacon on board her 
23ft boat American Pearl 
were picked up by satellite. 
By coincidence, coastguard 
officers in Falmouth had only 
minutes earlier received a 
call from their counterparts 
in Norfolk. Virginia asking 
for information about Ms 
Murden. who had not been 
heard from since Saturday 
when her boat was lying In 
the path of the oncoming Hur- 
ricane Danielle. 

The veteran adventurer, a 



DOVER/CALAIS. 

OVER 100 CROSSINGS EVERYDAY. 


Enj oy 
the choice. 
Enjoy 

the change. 


Tori Murden sets off for Ii’rance from North Carolina in June photograph- bob Jordan 


lawyer In the mayor’s office 
in Louisville, Kentucky, was 
spotted standing on board her 
self-righting craft by an RAF 
Nimrod sent to the scene 
when the emergency beacon 
signals were picked up. She 
was facing force six winds 
and sea swell of up to 12ft 
Falmouth Coastguard 
spokesman Bob Burrell said 
the rower bad capsized ear- 
lier in the day and banged ber 
head. "She capsized twice be- 


fore at the tail end of Hurri- 
cane Bonnie, and this time 
she got the tali end of Hurri- 
cane Danielle," 

Ms Murden had been alone 
at sea since June 14 when she 
set off from Oregon Inlet, 
North Carolina. She is also an 
experienced mountaineer and 
canoeist 

She was the youngest mem- 
ber of the International South 
Pole Overland Expedition 
that skied 750 miles across 


Antarctica to the geographic 
South pole, and was the first 
woman to climb Lewis Nuna- 
tuk. In the Antarctic. 

Only five rowers, all men, 
have made the 3J500 mile At- 
lantic crossing single-handed. 

Ms Murden. who had been 
heading for Brest, France, 
had averaged 26 nautical 
miles a day during ber epic 
85-day journey and was more 
than two thirds of the way to 
her destination. 
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NEWS 3 


Alarm 
grows at 
BSE link 
to sheep 


PHOTOGRAPH: GARRY WEASER 


Secrets of the sea . . . hydrate exists in vast quantities a few metres below the ocean floor on the edge of continents 


Beneath the ocean bed lies enough frozen 
fuel to power the planet for centuries 


Tim Radford 
Science Editor 


A NEWLY-d recovered 
source of frozen fuel 
packed below the 
ocean floor could 
power the planet for centuries 
— if scientists can think of a 
safe way to tap It 
Hie vast untapped energy 
‘source that is locked away in 
methane compressed into 
solid form by the ^weight of 
the ocean above' tt.couRL be 
double all the coal, natural 
gas and oil ever burned, or 
likely to be burned. 

The ocean is 70 per cent of 
the planet, and the Earth’s 
last unexplored region. 
Oceanographers have pointed 
out repeatedly that the sur- 
faces of Venus and Mars are 
better mapped than the ocean 
floor. But that could change 
with the gradual revelation of 
huge potential resources, 
now including awesome 
stores of energy frozen in 
veins and lodes in the ocean 
muds. 

The frozen methane exists 
on the edge of conti n e n ts In 
mud a few metres below the 
ocean floor in a layer a few 
hundred metres thick. It was 
produced by bacteria feeding 
on the sediment and produc- 
ing methane as a waste 
product 

At huge pressures, this 
methane reacts with ultra- 
cold water to turn into a kind 
of room temperature ice, to he 
preserved for millions of 
years. This product of natural 
chemistry is called a hydrate. 
Each cubic metre cf the hy- 


‘I love football 
and am a great 
supporter of 
those who 
broadcast it* 


drate contains an estimated 
160 cubic metres of pure 
methane, or natural gas. 

World oil reserves are fi- 
nite: world oil production is 
expected to peak in the next 
decade and then start falling . 
But demand for energy is 
likely to go on rising exponen- 
tially. A new source- of .fuel 
would be. regarded as a kind 
of gold. But like gold, meth- 
ane hydrates could he diffi- 
cult to exploit - 

“It's rin : fine grained sedi- 
ment tfs deep In. the oceans, 
we think it is spread In quite 
thin layers — we don’t know 
for sure — and somebody has 
to try and get it out,” said Joe 
farm , of the Natural Environ- 
ment Research Council’s Brit- 
ish midocean ridge research 
group. “There are lodes, there 
are veins, there are tiny little 
dusty hits, We still know very 
little about it.'’ 

One proposal has been to 
pump warm water down into 
the sediments to release the 
gas.. Another has been to suck 
it up through drill pipes. 

“Or should you put some 
Mnd of enormous tent under 
the sea floor and begin to de- 
compose it on a large scale 
underneath the tent, and col- 
lect the bubbles and lead 
them up to the surface? There 
are all sorts of possibilities — 
but it is not going to be like 
getting natural gas out from 
under the sea floor," Prof 
Cann said. 

Scientists have known 
about hydrates for more than 
a decade, but the staggering 
scale of the potential sub- 
marine wealth became appar- 
ent only very recently, after 


continued from page l 
the all-party parliamentary 
group, which represents 120 
MPs, said: "Murdoch does not 
give a damn about footbalL” 
He said it was all about “rig- 
ging the market” in 
television. 

Graham Kelly, chief execu- 
tive of the Football Associa- 
tion said: “There is a respon- 
sibility of those concerned 



ocean drilling and seismic 
experiments. 

Huge concentrations have 
been detected by scientific 
drilling experiments off 
North Carolina in the US, and 
off Norway. A sudden escape 


with such deals to explain 
them. -to the wider football 
audience.” 

The Manchester Central 
MP, Tony Lloyd, also a For- 
eign Office minister, said: 
“There are concerns that Mr 
Murdoch and bis broadcast- 
ing empire already control a 
big part of live footbalL Man- 
chester United as a premier 
team may get a degree of 


of the gas 7.000 years ago may 
have triggered a tsunami or 
tidal wave which swamped 
Shetland and washed huge 
boulders ashore. It could hap- 
pen again: exploitation could 
even result in a sudden sub- 


control which is unhealthy 
for the ordinary supporter." 

Alex Ferguson, the Man- 
chester United manager, said: 
"I think the ramifications for 
the playing side will become 
clearer in the next few days." 

Manchester United shares 
remained at an all-time high 
of I99p at the end of yester- 
day, having .risen by 48 -5p 
yesterday. But that remains 


marine landslide which could 
trigger calamity on the 
crowded shore line. 

But paradoxically, accord- 
ing to Dr QennelL the meth- 
ane ice is already concen - 1 
trated In the zones of greatest I 


weQ below the expected value 
of BSkyB’s offer of 225p per 
share, and City experts were 
arguing yesterday that the 
club’s shareholders would 
need an even higher price to 
persuade them to selL 
Initial City reaction sent 
soccer club share prices soar- 
ing, hut many gains were 
wiped out as investors took 
fright at the fhrore. 


natural danger. The biggest 
sources seemed to be where 
tectonic plates meet, off 
Japan, Indonesia. New Zea- 
land and so on — the Pacific 
“ring of fire” marked out by 
continual earthquakes and 
volcanoes. 

Exploiting the new sub- 
marine bonanza would not 
only be difficult and danger- 
ous in the short term: it 
would be a problem in the 
long term as well. Methane is 
a greenhouse gas, 10 Hmw 
more potent than carbon 
dioxide. 

Any large-scale escapes 
would accelerate global 
warming. But the hydrates 
remain a tantalising prize. 
Japan is investing huge sums 
in research because it has no 
fossil fuel reserves. India, too, 
is interested in the energy El 
Dorado under the sea off its 
coasts. The US is also inter- 
ested in the phenomenon as a 
source or clean fuel. 

“We have the technology to 
drill in deep waters — be- 
tween 500 and 2,000 metres, 
where the majority of these 
gas hydrates are found.” Dr 
Clennell said. “However, that 
is very expensive. We also 
have foe technology to drill 
wells that go straight down 
and then horizontally, so we 
can follow these gas pockets 
along." 

Hie research is only just be- 
ginning. “The history of hy- 
drates is a history of false 
dawns.” Dr Clennell warned. 
“The massive amount of hy- 
drate present has to be set 
against the Impossibility — at 
present — of doing anything 
with it.” 


News of foe takeover also 
led to niainve tha t other media 
companies planned to bid for 
Manchester United. Names in 
the frame for a potential bid 
battle include Carlton Com- 
munications, Granada and 
EN1C — a City firm which 
already owns Vicenza, Slavla 
Prague, AEK Athens and a 25 
per cent stake in Glasgow 
Rangers. 


•lames Mefkle 


T HE Government 
and European 
Union were last 
night trying to 
shore up consumer 
confidence in lamb as scien- 
tists in Britain and abroad 
prepared further investiga- 
tions into possible links be- 
tween BSE and sheep. 

A senior government ad- 
viser, Jeffrey Almond, urged 
foe Government to start test- 
ing sheep as a “matter of ur- 
gency", adding: “I think there 
is a distinct possibility that 
BSE is out there in foe sheep 
population.’’ Pror Almond 
said it would be a “national 
emergency” if that were so. 

The chief medical officer. 
Sir Kenneth Caiman, and offi- 
cials for foe European Com- 
mission in Brussels last night 
said there was no new evi- 
dence of a health risk, but 
they promised to review all 
available information. 

The Scientific Steering 
Committee of foe EU is to 
meet later this month to dis- 
cuss again whether high-risk 
parts of sheep should be 
banned from the food chain — 
but Britain has already uni- 
laterally introduced controls. 

The National Farmers’ 
Union president Ben GQl yes- 
terday shrugged off a sugges- 
tion by the Consumers' 
Association that parents 
might not want to introduce 
their young children to lamb 
while doubts remain. He said: 
“Not a single case of BSE in 
sheep has been identified in 
commercial flocks. Scare- 
mongering helps no one. It Is 
in all of our interests that we 
listen to foe facts.” 

The heads and spleens of all 
sheep and goats and spinal 
cord of all animals over a 
year old have had to removed 
in Britain since last January, 
but most sheep meat eaten 
here is of animals under a 


year old. Similar EU-wide 
proposals by foe Commission 
in 1996 were not adopted else- 
where and it is these that are 
likely to be revisited by foe 
scientific committee, since 
Franz Fischler. foe Agricul- 
ture Commissioner, will be 
resubmitting the proposals. 
There was no indication last 
night that Britain would face 
tougher rules without more 
evidence of risk. 

“There is no evidence of a 
health risk from BSE in 
sheep,” said a commission 
spokesman. ’’However we 
cannot exclude it. U is better 
to be safe than sorry." 

The Governments Spongi- 
form Encephalopathy Advi- 
sory Committee has advised 
more research into foe poss- 
ible link but said no forther 
action is needed at present 
Prof Almond, chairman of 
SEAC’s sheep sub-committee, 
said on BBC Radio -l that politi- 
cians “would have to live with 
the possibility that, if they 
went down foe rood of stop- 
ping foe consumption of sheep 
meat. -10 million animals 
would be destroyed, a whole 
industry collapsing, and the 
consequent cost to foe nation 
of that To do nothing would be 
inappropriate, while to ban 
lamb would be ridiculous”. 

Prof Almond said only nine 
sheep have so far been tested 
for BSE. "Those tests take 
about two years to run each, 
and each costs £30,000 so, yes, 
we have to do more. But the 
priority in the early 1950s was 
not to focus on foe sheep 
issue, it was to find out more 
about the cattle issue and 
whether that was going to 
pose a risk to humans.” 

Sir Kenneth said SEAC had 
advised there were “no 
grounds at this stage for 
thinkin g the likelih ood of BSE 
in sheep Is any greater now 
than in the past ... We shall 
review all new evidence and 
take all precautions necessary 
to protect [public health].” 


‘Big Mac’ hits 
baseball record 


Martin Kettle in Washington 


I N ONE of those classic mo- 
ments In American sport 
that becomes imperishable 
legend throughout foe United 
States — ■ while remaining all 
but incomprehensible to foe 
rest of the world — Mark 
McGwire of foe St Louis Car- 
dinals last night hit a record 
61st home run of the 1998 
season. 

Watched by millions on the 
Labour Day holiday, “Big 
Mac” McGwire became foe 
latest and perhaps greatest 
all-American baseball hero, 
erasing Babe Ruth's iconic 60 
home runs in the 1927 season 
and drawing level with foe 
late Roger Maris’s record- 
breaking 6l-homer season in 
1961. 

With 19 games still left In 
his 1998 season — and per- 
haps three further chances in 
last night's unfolding game 
with foe Chicago Cubs — 
McGwire seemed assured of 
capturing the record, taking 
it into territory where it 
could last another 30 or more 
years as the American 
national game's greatest indi- 
vidual achievement 


The capacity crowd at St 
Louis's Busch stadium did 
not have long to wait for 
McGwire's moment on a hot 
humid and hazy afternoon. 
Batting third in the first in- 
ning, he arrived at the plate 
to a hero’s ovation. 

He missed foe first ball 
from Cubs’ pitcher Mike Mor- 
gan, left foe second alone, and 
then blasted the third high 
and hard into foe left field 
stands to equal foe record. 

McGwire completed his 
home run at a trot, to foe ec- 
static applause of opponents 
and teammates alike, com- 
pleting foe historic circuit 
with a little jump on to the 
plate before acknowledging 
cheering that lasted for sev- 
eral minutes. 

As is custom, the record- 
breaking ball was grabbed by 
one of foe fans clustered in 
“Big Mac Land” in left field, 
where McGwire's bullets nor- 
mally end up, and for which 
seats were changing hands 
yesterday at up to S400 (£2-10). 
Its possession Is worth up to 
$ 100,000 to memorabilia 
collectors. 

The fan who emerges with 
the 62nd-homer ball can ex- 
pect ten times as much. 
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Hague takes a leaf out of Blair handbook 
in attempt to silence critics of euro strategy 


Nicholas Watt on 

Tory leader’s gamble 
in trying to impose his 
version of Clause Four 
on a sceptical party 


O NE of WiLliam 

Hague's most fer- 
vent backbench 
supporters shilled 
nervously at the 
back of the conference room 
at Conservative Central 
Office as the Tory leader an- 
nounced his gamble to heal 
the party’s long-running 
wounds over Europe. 

"The ballot is not without 
risk and W illiam must win 
well over 60 per cent,” the 
young MP said. ‘'But this is 
william's Clause Four and 
with a strong vote he will 
strengthen his command." 

His supportive remarks 
underlined the unspoken strat- 
egy behind Mr Hague’s deci- 
sion to reach over the heads of 
his divided parliamentary 
party to win support from the 
300,000 members for the 
shadow cabinet's stance on the 
European single currency. 

This was a thoroughly 
Blairite move — reminiscent 
of the Labour Party vote en- 
dorsing last year's election 
manifesto — designed to 
silence internal critics or Mr 
Hague's decision to rule out 
membership of the euro for 
thu Parli amen t and the next. 

Mr Hague's style and lan- 
guage were lilted from the 
New Labour handbook of how 
to deal with an obstreperous 
parliamentary party. Michael 
Heseltine and Kenneth 
Clarke, the leadership's most 
formidable opponents on 
Europe, were informed of the 
move in brief telephone calls 
a mere 45 minutes before Mr 
Hague's announcement and 
the Party Board, which will 
run the ballot was simply 
given its Instructions. 

In language which could 
have come from, the lips of the 
Prime Minister, Mr Hague 
made clear Ins determination 
to stamp his authority over 
the party. “I do not intend to 


do this by makin g a plea for 
unity. I believe that unity 
comes through leading, not 
pleading. I believe it comes 
through consistency, thro ug h 
clarity, through certainty.” 
His strategy, worked out 
over the summer holidays, 
was designed to consign mem- 
ories of divisions over Europe 
to the past and to swing the 
bulk of the parliamentary 
party behind him it was no 
mistake that Mr Hague chose 
the same room for his an- 
nouncement where a hapless 
John Major made his infa- 
mous "don’t tie my hands” 
plea during the election cam- 

‘1 vowed that 
never again woufd 
we allow the 
electorate to see 
us divided and out 
of touch. I vowed 
the party would 
change’ 

paign and where the party 
commiserated on the night of 
May 1, 1997, after the elector- 
ate punished the Tories, 
partly because of their div- 
isions over Europe. 

"I spent the night in this 
building, watching as our 
party went down to one of its 
greatest defeats." Mr Hague 
announced. “I vowed to my- 
self that we would never let 
such a defeat happen a gain. I 
vowed that never again would 
we allow the electorate to see 
us divided and out of touch. I 
vowed that the Conservative 
Party would change.’’ 

For all his confidence — 


speaking in front of a large 
computer screen which de- 
clared Deciding to Win — Mr 
Hague is woefully mistaken if 
he believes that Tory pro- 
Europeans will be silenced in 
the way that Old Labourites 
reluctantly accepted the votes 
on Clause Four vote and the 
election manifesto. 

Mr Hague simply does not 
command his party in the 
way that Tony Blair rules un- 
challenged. and he will only 
begin to stamp his authority 
and curtail speculation about 
how long he can last when he 
starts to make an impact in 
opinion polls. 

Until then, heavyweight 
pro-Europeans will not think 
twice about speaking their 
minds, as Ken Clarke did 
within minutes of Mr Hague’s 
ann ouncement yesterday and 
as his supporters will do 
throughout next month’s 
Tory party conference. 

The former Chancellor loft- 
ily dismissed the announce- 
ment, saying; “I do not believe 
that this ballot will alter the 
substance of the policy issue 
very much. I would expect any 
leader off the Conservative 
Party to obtain a good major- 
ity in an appeal which will be 
treated as a request for per- 
sonal backing for the leader 
fr om the membership.” 

Mr Clarke highlighted the 
dangers in adopting an im- 
movable position, particu- 
larly when the Government 
bag such a flexible stance. “In 
opposition, we have no con- 
trol over events and we do not 
know how many years it may 
be before the Government call 
a fan referendum. We should 
not join now but, if the single 
currency succeeds, we should 
stand prepared to join it as 
and when it is in oar interest 
to do so.” 

Mr Hague’s gamble once 
again laid bare the deep div- 
isions within the party over 
Europe. In their heart of 
hearts Tories know that it 
will take Mr Blair’s premier- 
ship, rather than any internal 
ballots, to resolve the issue. 
Bri tain is likely to Join the 
euro after the next election — 
if a series of economic crite- 
ria are met and the decision 
has been endorsed in a refer- 
endum — which will m ean 
that the irreversible step will 
have been taken by the time 
the Tories will be in any 
shape to win an election. 



William Hague aboard Eurostar. He is trying to refine his party’s policy on Europe ■ photograph: martin argles 
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’ KENNETH CLARKE: 
Old-f as hioned HtatUw cen- 
trist Who believes Brituin’s 
economic and political 
future Lies In Europe. 
Friends Insist lie "ill not be 
too old- - - he is 58 — to 
return to the front bench 
after the next election If 
Hague falls. 


H MICHAEL HESELTINE: 
Europe is the defining issue 
of the former deputy prime 

minister’s career- Although 
he has retired from front- 
line politics he is deter- 
mined to challenge the lead- 
ership over Europe. 


□ DAVID CURRY: 

Resigned from shadow cabi- 
net last year over the single 
currency, saying the Euro- 
sceptic policy threatened to 
leave the Tories marooned 
by events. 

p QUENTIN DAVIES: 
Forthright shadow social 
security minister is the 
most vocal pro-European on 
the Tory front bench. 


Against 


□ FRANCIS MAUDE: 
Smooth-talking shadow 
chancellor. ’Our economy Is 
cyclically and structurally 
different from the Conti- 
nent. This is not about any 
peculiar narrow-minded- 
ness or insularity, but about 
real economic factors.* 

□ MICHAEL HOWARD: 
Shadow foreign secretary. 
Condemned Amsterdam 
Treaty as ‘an unacceptable 
step towards an integrated 
federal superstate'. 

□ DAVID HEATH CO AT- 
AMORY: Diffident shadow 
chief secretary to the Trea- 
sury who wants toe wand 
different relationship with 
the EU , one of free trade and 
political co-operation be- 
tween sovereign states'. 

□ TERESA GORMAN: Any 
calculations Mr Hague 
makes must take Into ac- 
count the outspoken MP for 
Billerlcay and fellow hard- 
line Eurosceptics on the 
backbenches. 



Blair unmoved by TUC on jobs 


Mchaei White 
and Seumas Milne 


T ONY Blair last night 
rejected TUC appeals 
for action to protect 
m anufacturing jobs. 

In an hour-long session 
with a TUC delegation, the 
Prime Minister told union 
leaders that the Government 
had the right mix of economic 
policies to avoid a recession, 
provided "nobody panics" 
and destroys confidence. 

He brushed aside calls for 
an interest rate cut ahead of 


next week’s annual Trades 
Union Congress In Blackpool 
to prevent what one union 
leader called the looming 
threat to 250,000 manufactur- 
ing jobs. 

Though the meeting was 
"useful, constructive and 
courteous”, according to the 
TUC general secretary. John 
Monks, tensions have been 
raised by job losses, culminat- 
ing last week in Fujitsu decid- 
ing to close its 580-strong 
microchip plant in Mr Blair’s 
Sedgefield constituency. 

Both sides are jittery about 
talking up recession, but the 


TUC believes the Govern- 
ment’s austere policies are 
making one more likely. 

Mr Monks and the leaders 
of the biggest unions, includ- 
ing Bill Morris of the T&GWU 
transport union, John Ed- 
monds of the GMB general 
union, and Rodney Bicker- 
stafife of the Unison public 
sector union, nevertheless 
emerged from Number 10 to 
admit that Mr Blair — who 
met them alone with his offi- 
cials — had given no ground. 

With some leaders urging a 
revival of a tripartite "task 
force” approach to jobs and 


productivity — a philosophy 
rejected during the Tory 
years — Mr Monks explained: 
“We made a presentation to 
the Prime Minister about bow 
a partnership approach could 
improve competitiveness, 
stressing the positive role 
thaf unions can play.” 

Ken Jack son, leader of the 
the AUEE engineering and 
electrical union, told Mr Blair 
that the Bank of England's 
monetary policy committee 
should cut interest rates be- 
fore the TUC meets — if min- 
isters were not to get a rough 
ride — and called for a wider 


remit for the committee, cov- 
ering employment and 
growth as well as inflation. 

Mr Blair began the meeting 
by delivering a “politely- 
worded dressing-down” — in 
the words of one of those pres- 
ent — over weekend union 
press briefings that they 
planned to raise the dangers 
of job losses and recession. 

TUC sources expressed con- 
cern last night that there 
could now be "difficult ex- 
changes” with ministers next 
week, rather than the 
"grown-up relationship" Mr 
Monks wants. 


Cliff on God’s tail and pitched above the Pope in Christian fame chart 


Sarah Han 


H E IS famed for having 
more top 10 hits than 
any other pop star, for not 
having sex in 38 years, and 
for being the top female 
choice for a perfect lover. 
But yesterday the true ex- 
tent of Sir Cliff Richard's 
renown became clean the 
Peter Pan of pop is a more 
famous Christian than the 
Pope, a survey has found. 
Not only that, bat the 


original Bachelor Boy. who 
became a born-again Chris- 
tian in 1906, comes close to 
surpassing number one — 
God — for fame. 

Mother Teresa comes in 
at third, followed at joint 
fourth by Billy Graham and 
Martin Lather King, then 
John the Baptist, St Peter 
and John Wesley. The Pope 
crawls in at ninth position, 
one place above former hos- 
tage Terry Waite — and five 
above Tony Blair. 

The ranking was made by 


253 people of all ages in 
Downham Market, Norfolk, 
who were asked by a local 
Pentecostal church, the 
Downham Market Chris- 
tian Fellowship, if they 
could name a famous Chris- 
tian. About 9 per cent said 
Jesus. 8 per cent Sir Cliff, 
and 2 per cent the Pope. 
Mother Teresa was chosen 
by 5 per cent and 0.8 per 
cent picked Mr Blair. 

The Rev Alan Molineanx, 
the minister who did the 
survey, said: “1 am not sur- 


prised at the number who 
said Cliff Richard. We may 
Uve in a spiritual society 
but it’s non-religious.’’ 

The 57-year-old singer- 
may have overtaken Pope 
John Paul n for being more 
approachable and less a fig- 
urehead, the Mr Molineanx 
suggested. 

The 38-year-old minister, 
who admitted he was a Cliff 
fan, denied he was down- 
cast at the challenge to 
Jesus. Christ might have 
garnered more support bat. 


as the founder of Christian- 
ity, he was not technically a 
Christian. “I wouldn’t have 
said Jesus,” he said. “A lot 
of people didn't pot him 
first because they were 
aware of that” 

The Roman Catholic 
Church also refused to be 
cowed by the survey. Tom 
Horwood, a spokesman for 
the faith, attributed Sir 
Cliff beating the Pope to the 
singer’s higher profile In 
East Anglia following his 
recent visit to Norfolk. 


Man fined for careless 
driving after killing jogger 


Sarah Hall 


A YOUNG driver who 
killed an A level student 
as she jogged along a 
country road was fined £250 
yesterday. 

Samantha Rackstraw. aged 
17, from Griston, Norfolk, 
died of bead injuries after 
being struck by the wing mir- 
ror of a van driven by Paul 
Matless. 21. 

The tragedy happened as he 
pulled out to overtake two ve- 
hicles — one of which then 
"messed around”, refusing to 
let him pass. 

Samantha, who was hit 
from behind, was listening to 
her personal stereo and so 
was unaware of the danger. 
Norwich crown court was 
told. 

Yesterday Matless, a 
removal van driver from Wat- 
ton, Norfolk admitted driving 
without due care and atten- 
tion on the B1077 road in Cas- 
ton on September 22 last year. 

He was originally charged 
with causing death by danger- 
ous driving, but the more 
serious charge was dropped 
due to conflicting accounts of 
what happened and two con- 


flicting reports by police traf- 
fic investigators. 

The decision to substitute 
the lesser charge had been 
taken “at the highest level”, 
the court was told. 

Stephen Spence, prosecut- 
ing, said Matless claimed a 
Ford Orion car he was over- 
taking had cut in front of him. 
causing him to swerve. 

Michael Clare, defending, 
added that the Orion driver 
was “deliberately messing 
around on the road and was 
90 per cent to blame for what 
had happened". 

Matless — who was 20 at 
the time of the accident — 
had seen the teenage jogger 
when he decided to overtake. 

"He had a good view and 
wanted to pass the Orion 
driver. When he did overtake, 
the Orion driver increased 
his speed, keeping him on the 
wrong side of the road, and 
the wing mirror of his van 
collided with the jogger,” Mr 
Clare said. 

“This was a simple mis- 
judgment which was exacer- 
bated by the Orion driver's 
manoeuvre." 

At an earlier hearing the 
Orion driver, Philip Rich- 
ards. aged 49, of Carbrooke, 


Norfolk, admitted driving 
without insurance and was 
fined £140. 

Yesterday, Judge Paul 
Downes said the prosecution 
had taken an "entirely proper 
course” in proceeding with 
the lesser charge. 

• A Labour MP who was 
breathalysed the day after he 
had been drinking was yester- 
day banned from driving for 
18 months and fined £1,000 for 
being almost twice over the 
le gal limi t 

A breath test revealed Ja- 
mie Cann, aged 52. who repre- 
sents Ipswich, had 64 micro- 
grams of alcohol per 100 
millilitres of breath when he 
was stopped in Martlesham, 
near Ipswich, Suffolk, 10 days 
ago. The legal limit is 35 
micro grams. 

Magistrates at Felixstowe. 
Suffolk, heard Mr Cann was 
stopped at lpm on August 29 
as he drove with his wife, 
Rosemary. Officers smelt al- 
cohol on his breath. 

After the hearing, at which 
he admitted his offence and 
was ordered to pay £40 costs. 
Mr Cann said he bad been 
drinking at home the night 
before because he had diffi- 
culties sleeping. 


New era of supernurses 


Lady in Lake killer is urged to confess 


Lucy Ward 

Political Correspondent 


T ONY Blair will today 
promise extra pay for a 
new generation of “su- 
pemurses” to reward 
experienced staff who stay in 
patient care. 

Speaking at the Nurse of 
the Year awards in London, 
the Prime Minister will un- 
veil details of an alternative 
career path for nurses under 
which top-performing staff 
would not have to leave the 
ward or clinic for manage- 
ment roles to break through 
the pay colling. 

The commitment to intro- 
duce higher salaries comes 
four days before the deadline 
for written submissions for 
the next nurses' pay award. 
Nursing organisations, furi- 
ous at a series of staged pay 
settlements, are promising a 
fierce autumn campaign for a 
full award next time round. 

Last month the Health Sec- 
retary. Frank Dobson, made 
clear he wanted to abandon 
staged increases. 


Newly qualified nurses 
earn £12,600 — less than new 
entrants to teaching or the 
police — while experienced 
staff earn between £14,500 and 
£26.500. 

Unions believe recognition 
of expert nurses is long over- 
due, though Mr Biair will step 
back from indicating how 
much more mooey super- 
nurses could expect. 

The plans could see top per- 
forming staff receiving rises 
of up to 5 per cent next spring, 
rather than the 2 or 3 per cent 
expected to remain the norm 
in public sector pay deals. 

Ministers hope the concept 
— a parallel to the super- 
teacher posts being intro- 
duced to reward skilled teach- 
ers who want to stay in the 
classroom — will help 
address the problem of nurses 
leaving the profession, 

Mr Blair will set out more 
details of proposals to recruit 
15.000 extra nurses and estab- 
lish 6,000 training places over 
the next three years. 

He will say plans for super- 
nurses — or nurse consul- 
tants — are designed to raise 


the status of staff who opt not 
to scale the management 
ladder. 

The nurse consultants 
would have the same status 
within nursing as that of med- 
ical consultants within their 
profession. 

Mr Blair will tell them: 
“Some nurses at a certain 
point in their career are 
happy to move into manage- 
ment but many others want to 
progress but still retain day 
to day contact with patients 
— the reason they came into 
nursing in the first place. 1 ' 

Unions support the super- 
nurses plan, which would see 
them running their own clin- 
ics in areas such as cardiac 
rehabilitation, breast cancer 
or diabetes treatment 

Christine Hancock, general 
secretary of the Royal College 
of Nursing, said last night 
"We know there are many ex- 
pert nurses running their 
own clinics and seeing that 
patients are treated better 
and quicker. The Prime Min- 
ister’s recognition that they 
are effectively working like a 
consultant is long overdue.” 


Davtd Ward 


A CORONER yesterday 
appealed for the killer 
of the victim known as 
the Lady in the Lake to admit 
his guilt after more than 20 
years. 

Ian Smith, coroner for Fur- 
ness In Cumbria, made his 
i plea at the mid of an inquest 
into the death of Carol Ann 
Park, aged 30, whose trussed 
! up and weighted -down body, 

! dressed in a baby doll night- 
1 dress, was found by divers in 
Corns ton Water In the Lake 
District a year ago. 

She had disappeared from 
her home in July 1976. A pa- 
j thologist yesterday suggested 
.she died as a result of blows 
’ with an axe or meat chopper 
i that had shattered her face. 

I After recording a verdict 
that Mrs Park, a mother of 


three, had been unlawfully 
killed (m July 17. 1976, at an 
unknown place. Mr Smith 
said: "As regards who did it, 
if that person Is still alive I 
hope they have a conscience 
and that their conscience Is 
troubling them. 

“She was the victim of a 
nasty, vicious attack, centred 
on the fece. She put her hands 
up to defend herself, and the 
fractures seen in her little fin- 
ger and her wrist are the 
result of the attack.” 

Mrs Park’s husband. Gor- 
don, who was accused of her 
murder before charges were 
dropped by the Crown Prose- 
cution Service in January, 
was at the inquest in Barrow- 
in-Furness to hear Mr Smith 
say: "No one has been on trial 
here, and if it has looked as if 
someone was on trial here. I 
apologise.” 

In a statement after the 


bearing, Mr Park, who has 
since remarried, said: "I am 
pleased that this ordeal has 
now come to an end. The past 
12 months have been a great 
strain, particularly for my 
children, who have had to 
come to terms not only with 
the now certainty that their 
mother is dead but also with 
the pressures on me.” 

Mr Park, a teacher aged 54, 
gave evidence at the inquest 
for 36 minutes, refusing to 
answer some Questions on the 
advice of his solicitor. 

He told of separations from 
Mrs Park and of how he dan 
custody of the children. *T 
loved my wife ... We had a 
wonderful family and I be- 
lieved we could make it right." 

He described how they had 
planned a day In Blackpool on 
July 17 as a treat for the chil- 
dren. Vanessa, then aged 
eight. Jeremy, six, and 
Rachel, five, even though he 
hated the resort At the last 
moment his wife decided not 
to go, and he left her in bed 
"alive and well”. 

When he returned home 
with the children, the house 



Carol Park . . . her bound 
and weighted body was 
found in lake 


was locked. Mrs Park, who 
the inquest heard had had 
two affairs and once set up 
home with a lover in Middles- 
brough. was not there. Her 
engagement and wedding 
rings were on the dressing 
table, said Mr Park. 

“I was disappointed, but 
this, was not something new 


to me. Here we go again.” 
Asked to explain, he added: “I 
thought she had left again.” 

He reported her missing to 
his solicitor six weeks later at 
the end of the school holiday, 
when he thought she would 
have returned to start her 
new term as a teacher. The 
solicitor contacted the police. 

Earlier. Home Office pa- 
thologist Edmund Tapp said 
Mrs Park’s body had been 
weighted down with 121b of 
lead piping, folded. It was 
wrapped in a bag fashioned 
from a pinafore dress, ruck- 
sack and black bin liners. The 
head and feet bad become de- 
tached. The body was bound 
with ropes “in a complex kind 
or way.” said Dr Tapp. 

The inquest was told that a 
pathologist found that nine 
kinds of knot had been used 
on the ropes and concluded 
that whoever tied up the body 
was probably Interested In 

Sailing or climbing 

Peter Sharpe, solicitor for 
Mr Park's children, said they 
offered their father “their 
total and unqualified 
support”. 


Body of mother found by divers 
20 years after she disappeared 
‘had face shattered by attacker’ 
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BRITAIN 5 


John Mullin on a mother tortured by her son’s death who is helping to launch a freephone service to try to get information on IRA victims 

Families of disappeared left in limbo 
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E WAS running 
late, and Brian Mo 
Kinney’s younger 
sister, Linda, 
— — —I promised to drop 
him off at his landscaping job 
with the housing executive in 
the family's car. 

His sister, on her way to 
work at a hairdresser’s, 
remembered Mr McKinney, 
who was 22, was wearing his 
prized black leather jacket 
He turned and waved as he 
walked up Bearaagh Drive in 
west Belfast . His last words 
were: “See you later." 

It was May 25, 1978, the last 

time anyone saw him alive 

except fear his murderers. 

His family has never seen 
him dead either. He is one of 
Northern Ireland’s so-called 
disappeared, and Margaret 
McKinney, now 67, is one. of 
20 or so mothers still in a 
state of limbo, unable to begin 
grieving because their sons 
have never had a funeral. 

They launched a freephone 
telephone number service 
yesterday in an effort to elicit 
more information on how the 
IRA’s victims died and where 
they may be buried. It is inde- 
pendent and co nfid en tial 
Relatives feel that with IRA 
prisoners among the first con- 
victed terrorists to be freed 
this week under the Good Fri- 
day Agreement, they should 
be told what has happened to 
their children. The IRA said 
it wants to help, and has set 
up a unit to investigate. 

Mrs McKinney, a mother of 
four from west Belfast, each 
morning lights a little candle 
on her dressing table and 
whispers a prayer. She gazes 
at the old photograph, and 
runs her hand over Brian’s 
mouth-organ, her birthday 
gift to him the previous year. 

“This Is his gravestone to 
me. I kept all his possessions, 
and 1 used to sit wrapped in 
his coat, crying for hours. But 



‘I kept all his 
possessions, 
and I used to 
sit wrapped in 
his coat, crying 
for hours’ 

Marga re t McKinney, 
mother of Brian, above 


the family finally decided we 
should let them go. I insisted 
on keeping the mouth-organ." 

He was never the brightest 
pupil at the Christian 
Brothers secondary schooL 
When he was 14. he was diag- 
nosed as having the mental 
capabilities of a six-year-old. 

But he was always laugh- 
ing, and he inherited his 
mother’s passion for music. 
He loved the mouth-organ, in- 
furiating her when he tapped 
his foot too loudly. 

He could sing too. He 
brought the house down dur- 
ing a school concert, when, 
complete with stick-on side- 
boards, he appeared as Engel- 
bert Humperdinck. 


Mr McKinney, only 5ft iwi 

and a chronic asthmatic, had 
been In trouble with the IRA 
before. Two men .demanded 
the finnjfly’s car. He toM them 
to use their own, and was 
beaten np the next week. 

He and John McClory, 18, 
from tiie next street, along 
with other youths, robbed a 
social club of £70. They were, 
said Brian’s mother, daft boys 
rather than petty criminals. 

But the dub was run by the 
IRA. Its members kidnapped 
the pair, tied and hooded 
them,- a nd inlerroipled » 
for 48 hours before -allowing 
them to go home. 

They disappeared the 
following week. Mr McClory 
was picked up first. Mr Mc- 
Kinney 30 minutes later. 

A contact turned up at Mrs 
McKinney's for seven consec- 
utive ni ghts , telling her ^ 
time that the men were with 
the IRA. The contact, who 
died this year, returned again 
two days later. He said simply 
that the IRA no longer had 
them, and left. 

Unlike many of the moth- 
ers, Mrs M cKinne y never be- 
lieved her son was alive. But 
she still tortures herself won- 
dering how he died. 

She suffered her first heart 
attack soon after he disap- 
peared: “l used to wait until 
the other children were in 
bed, and lie on the floor for 
hours, howling my eyes out 
. “Because be was so ill with 
asthma. I always gave him 
more attention than the 
others. He was my firvourlte. 
He was so ftmny. He could 
mimic anyone on television. 

“I often think about what 
he would be like now. He 
would be 43 on the 29th of this 
month. I wonder whether he 
would be married, and what 
his children would be like, I 
would just like to know where 
he 'is, so that we could say 
goodbye to him properly.” 



Margaret McKinney with her son’s mouth-organ and his photograph. He has not been seen since be disappeared in 1978 photograph: Crispin rodwell 
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Investigation into suspended MP puts Labour’s Scottish image on trial 


Gerard Seonan 


1 A fHEN - suspended MP 
\i\f Tommy Graham walks 
V V through the doors of 
labour's Scottish headquar- 
ters this morning, he will face 
allegations that could aid his 
33 years of membership and 
permanently damage the par- 
ty's image in Scotland. 

For a party reeling under 


sleaze accusations and an in- 
ability to do anything about it, 
the next two days could prove 
crucial. Officials at Keir Har- 
die House will not mm m gnt 
on the details of the charges 
against Mr Graham, but it Is 
certain they have the potential 
to be extremely hannftiL 
In response, Mr Graham, 
the MP for Renfrewshire 
West, has made clear he win 
not be sacrificed to save the 


Scottish Labour Party’s tar- 
nished image. With increas- 
ing vehemence, he denies the 
charg es and says he plana to 
publish alternative allega- 
tions against members cm the 
Internet and in his biography, 
A Town Called Malice. 

Be was suspended from the 
Parliamentary Labour Party 
last August after tiie death of 
the Paisley South MP Gordon 
Mc M aster, whose suicide note 


implied Mr Graham was be- 
hind a gripar campaig n. An in- 
ternal investigation, cleared Mr 
Graham of contributing to Mr 
McMaster’s suicide but the in- 
quiry threw up fresh charges. 

Until yesterday it was as- 
sumed the N at ional Constitu- 
tional Committee had suffi- 
cient evidence to order his 
expulsion. But the decision of 
the former Scottish Party 
chairman, Jim Devine, to tes- 
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Hfy on Mr Graham’s behalf 
could bolster his case. 

Officially, Mr Graham was 
ordered before t"hp disciplin- 
ary committee , under ‘a rule 
that bans party members 
from engaging in a “sustained 
course of conduct prejudicial 
to. or any act grossly detri- 
mental to, the party”. In real- 
ity, thp allegations plumb for 
murkier depths. 

It is understood that Mr 
Graham faces a number of 
charges aH of which he de- 
nies. First, and if true most 
damaging, that be offered 
trade union officials sexually 
compromising gay photo- 
graphs of another official in 
return for the personnel file 
of an election opponent 

Mr Devine.a key aide to the 
Foreign Secretary, Robin 
Cook, is ac c used of spreading 
rumours about the incident 
and has decided to protect his 
reputation by offering evi- 
dence in support of Mr Gra- 
ham. The decision will under- 



Tommy Graham: unwilling 
to be sacrificed 

mine the testimony of two key 
witnesses and could leave the 
Scottish Labour Party unable 
to prove this part of its case. 

Secondly. Mr Graham is 
understood to be charged 


Couple ‘dragged 
child for sex’ 


A WOMAN gave her boy- 
friend the birthday gift 
of a 12 -year-old girl, a 
court heard yesterday. 
Le&nne Glarvey, aged 19, 
watched smiling as Michael 
Woodhouse, aged 37. had sex 
with the child after luring her 
after school 15 miles to a flat 
in Middlesbrough and giving 
her lager spiked with drugs, 
said Jennifer Kershaw, QC, 
prosecuting. 

Ms Kershaw told Teesside 
crown court: “The seventh of 
January was Michael Wood- 
house’s birthday. The joint 
{dan which the prosecution 
invite you to infer these two 
people had. was that [the girl] 
was to be persuaded by Glar- 
vey to go to the flat ... so that 
[Woodhouse] could have sex 
with her.” 

Glarvey rang Woodhouse to 
say that they were on their 
way by taxi, Ms Kershaw 
said. The girl was told that 
Glarvey would pay her fere 
home. Over the next few 
hours they gave her two cans 
of lager and some amphet- 
amine sulphates. 

The girl’s parents and the 
police found the fiat and, 
while their daughter was still 
inside, began shouting and 
knocking at the door. “The | 


girl could hear this going on 
and she tried to get to a win- 
dow. She was prevented, 
forced down and covered with 
bedding. [As] there was no 
response, the police decided 
they had no basis for forcing 
an entry. Her father, was not 
content with this, and later 
broke in through a down- 
stairs window." 

The girl's father saw Glar- 
vey, who denied seeing the 
girl, saying there was nobody 
else in the building. Wood- 
house left the scene and the 
father found his daughter, 
distressed and crying. He 
then took her to the police. 

In a police interview Glar- 
vey said the girl had wanted 
the lager, the amphetamines 
and the sex. On arrest. Wood- 
house remained silent Ms 
Kershaw said: “The case 
against these people is that 
there was a plan, they were in 
it together — Glarvey did the 
legwork and Woodhouse sat 
and wa i ted for them.” 

Glarvey of Redcar, and 
Woodhouse. deny charges of 
rape, sexual intercourse with 
a girl under 13, felse impris- 
onment and being involved 
in the supply of a Class B 
drug between January 6 and 
9. The case continues today. 





"The handshake is the 
threshold act,” writes 
Joe Klein at the beginning 
of Primary Colors. “[It is] 
the beginning of politics.” 
Political body language 
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Gordon McMaster: suicide 
note implicated Mr Graham 

with trying to secure a 
“known opponent" of the 
party a parliamentary seat. 
He Is also accused of attempt- 
ing to unseat the Paisley 
North MP, Irene Adams, by 


paying the fees of bogus party 
members in her constituency. 

Finally, the MP is accused 
of bad-mouthing parliamen- 
tary colleagues. Mrs Adams's 
supporters say Mr Graham 
called her "a drunken 
whore”. He denies this, but 
she told a Glasgow paper, 
after Mr Graham described 
her as lazy: “This is Just an- 
other in a long line of accusa- 
tions about being an alco- 
holic, having dozens of affairs 
and being a Trotskyite." 

Scottish Labour's reputa- 
tion was dealt a severe blow 
when it attempted to rid itself 
of the Glasgow Lord Provost. 
Pat Lally, and Keir Hardie 
House is anxious to avoid any 
further humiliation. 

Mr Graham has found him- 
self under constant attack 
since his suspension and he 
has hired the libel lawyer 
Peter Carter-Ruck to keep bis 
reputation intact. 

But something will have to 
give. 
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6 WORLD NEWS 


News in brief 


Buriiiese junta 
detains opposition 

BURMA'S main opposition party, the National League for 
Democracy, said yesterday that the military government had 
detained 110 of its members in the past two days to thwart its 
plan toconvenea "People's Parliament’' this month. 

The party sgid those detained Included 50 who won seats in 
the last general election eight years ago — a poll the party won 
by a landslide only to see the military ignore the result 

A government spokesman confirmed that NLD members had 
been detained but gave no Ogures. He said It was to prevent the 
NLD caning a par liame nt, something that “would not be per- 
mitted by any government in the world". — Reuters, Rangoon. 


Chevenement improves 

tmk Val de Grace militar y hospital in Paris said the interior 
minister, Jean- Pierre Chevenement, who is in a coma, was im- 
proving yesterday, a day after a cabinet colleague said he was in 
an alarming state. 

Hie hospital said Mr Chevenement, who slumped into a coma 
last Wednesday after suffering a heart attack during a routine sail 
bladder operation, was no longer in shock and his vital functions 
were resuming. 

Val deGrdce has been so tightlipped about Mr Chevenement, 
agpd 59, fhaf the lack of information is becoming an issue itself. 
The government spokesman. Daniel VaHlant, said there were no 
plans to replace him at the moment — Reuters. Paris. 


Tension returns to Lesotho 

TENSION appeared to be returning to the tiny southern African 
state ofLesotha last night amid a stalemate in international 
efforts to scrutinise the outcome of the country’s general election. 

After a man was critically wounded on Sunday when he was 
shot by a policeman during a demonstration in the capital, 
Maseru, opposition leaders called for a work stoppage yesterday 
to Ire extended imtd the end of the week. 

Two people were shot dead last week and several were wounded 
in violence linke d to a sit-in outside the palace ofKingLetsie. 
Protesters want the king to annul the May 23 election. In which 
the Lesotho Congress of Democrats (LCD - * won T9 of the 80 seats. 

The protests were defused briefly when a foreign team began 
scrutinising the ballot But am id rumours that they had found 
irregularities, a Monsotho high court judge barred them from 
proceeding . — Alex Duval Smith. Johannesburg. 


Floods may worsen 

Weather forecasters in Bangladesh saw little hope yesterday of 
respite from the floods that have swamped 70 per cent of the 
country. 

The floods have so far claimed at least 730 lives and affected 
about 25 minion people. The capital Dhaka, has been virtually cut 
off after floods forced the suspension on Sunday of ferry services 
from Artcha to the country’s north, and a key highway to the 
south has been closed for weeks. Officials said the situation could 
worsen, before it improves. 

Meanwhile swollen rivers in India rose further yesterday, 
posing new threats to millions of people as well as crops and 
wildlife, officials said. The death toll from floods and landslides 
has risen to 200 in the past four months. — Reuters. Dhaka. 


Silk road to reopen 

OFFICIALS from 33 countries stretching from Belgium to Japan 
are due to meet in the A2erl capital Baku, today to give aboost to a 
£625 million project to recreate the historic Silk Roadlinking 
Europe with Asia. 

The meeting is expected to result in customs and trade agree- 
ments between the project’s members, who will also select a site 
for their headquarters. They can choose from the capitals of 
Georgia. Uzbekistan and Azerbaijan. 

Worries about the effects of the Asian and Russian financial 
crises on the world economy and trade have casta shadow over 
the one^day conference. — Reuters. Baku. 


Belgium mints the euro 

KING Albert minted Belgium’s first euro coins in Brussels yester- 
day as the country followed France and Germany on the latest 
stage towards a single currency. 

Three billion Belgian euro coins will be produced at the Royal 
Mint before they hit the streets on January 1 2002. The coin 
features a uniform design showing a map ofEurope. Each of the . 
1 1 countries already signed up to the euro Is allowed to put Its own 
symbols on the flip side. King Albert’s head will therefore keep its 
place on Belgium's coins. 

Germany. France, Italy, Spain, the Netherlands. Austria, Bel- 
gium, Finland, Portugal Ireland and Luxembourg will officially 
adopt the euro as their common currency on January 1 1999. 

For the Curst three years it will be used only for non-cash 
transactions, until euro coins and bills start filling the purses of 
290 million Europeans on January 1 2002. — AP. Brussels. 
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Monet’s 
Garden 

Chateau 
Weekend 

4 days departs 25-28 September 1998 From £279 

Just across the channel in northern France are to 
be found some of the most beautiful gardens In all 
of Europe - the most notable being those at Ghremy 
situated between Rouen and Paris on the banks of 
the Seine, ft is here that Claude Monet designed a 
garden ablaze with flowers and colours which 
would become his favourite model for painting. 

Wa wH be accommodated for three nights at Chateau de 
MontvMargenne - a comfortable hotel, recently refurbished, 
sat in IS acres in the heart of the Chantffiy forest Here you wB 
enjoy comfo rtab le surroundings along wfth fine food wtfri wine 

included. 

Our four day tour witt visit Pwto aid the gallery Musto National de 
UOrengerts which houses many original worivby Monet We wffl 
aho vMt two speriacidar private gardens In the Dieppe area - Gtoa 
du Courtesy wfth its adjoining nursery and the marveflous Informal 
gardens at Le Bote das Moutiera. 

Inducted in the price • 3 rights dinner with wine, bed and breakfast 
at the refurbished Ch&taau de ManMBergenne • return crass channel 
ferries • executive coach travel from London » entry in MusAa de 
UOrangerie and a guided tour of Paris • admi ssi on to ail gw de n s 
Prices are per person sharing a twin room, ski^e supplement £50 par 
person. Insurance G1&S0. overnight Gatwlok Hotel before and after tow If 
required £40 per person 0255 tingle). 

Hofctay Is oiganlaed by Briatmmter Hofctays Ltd. Eden Parti House. 
Cup*. FHa ICrtS 4HS and Is offered subject to avalabflity!. 

ATOL 4488 ABTOT 5001 . 

For mom detafis please complete the coupon below or cad 
Brig h tet a tar Holidays brochure fioBtia. 

0870 73 73 701 

CA ch^ged tifMfanefetiatvma able company rates may way) i 


Name 

Address 


Tk Brightwater Holidays Ltd, Eden Park House, 
Cupar, Fife, KYI 5 4HS 

Please send me fun deters oft 
Q Monet's Garden 
Mow many emu a week do you cuy 
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A senior Iranian official is to visit next week, signalling warmer relations despite the Rushdie a 

Britain gets closer to Iran 


lan Black 

Diplomatic Editor 


L ong-frozen rela- 
tions between Brit- 
ain and Iran are 
thawing rapidly as 
fellow Europeans 
and the United States queue 
up to woo a regime only 
recently shunned as a pariah. 

Despite the unresolved Sal- 
man Rushdie affair, the Anglo- 
Iranian honeymoon is blos- 
soming. A top Iranian foreign 
ministry official is due in 
London next week and a 
ground-breaking British min- 
isterial visit to Tehran Is 
possible later this year. 

Ali Ahani is paying a 
return visit after John Shep- 
herd, the third most senior 
diplomat in the Foreign 
Office, held discreet talks in 


Tehran in July. MrAhani is 
the most senior Iranian offi- 
cial to come to Britain in a 
decade. 

One immediate prospect is 
a meeting between Robin 
Cook, the Foreign Secretary, 
and his Iranian counterpart, 
Kamal Kharrazi, at the 
United I’ations General As- 
sembly later this month. 

Britain wants to build on 
President Mohammed Khata- 
mi’s positive attitude to the 
West and to encourage him in 
his struggle against har dlin e 
opponents. It is anxious not 
be left behind in trade and in- 
vestment, especially In the en- 
ergy sector, by less reticent 
European competitors Anally 
free of the threat of US 
sanctions. 

Officials say that with the 
US now actively seeking im- 
proved ties after years of en- 


mity, TOny Blair wants Brit- 
ain to follow suit 
Britain would like the Iran- 
ian regime to distance itself 
from the Rushdie fatwa. 
Tehran has given verbal as- 
surances that no one will be 
sent to murder the author of 
the Satanic Verses, but insists 


are lobbying for a public 
meeting between the novelist 
and the Prime Minister to 
underline the Government’s 
commitment to his safety. 

Derek Fatchett, the minis- 
ter responsible for the Middle 
East, hopes to visit Tehran, 
though probably not in time 


With the US actively seeking improved 
ties with Iran after years of enmity, 
Tony Blair wants Britain to follow suit 


that the edict cannot be an- 
nulled. One possibility Is for 
the government to call for the 
bounty offered by a religious 
foundation to be dropped. 
"They know what we want," a 
senior FO source said. 

Mr Rushdie’s supporters 


for the city’s international 
trade fair in October. 

Given public progress on 
Mr Rushdie, diplomatic rela- 
tions could be upgraded to 
ambassadorial level. Plans 
are under way to expand the 
British mission and revive 


cultural activities by the Brit- 
ish Council, which has been 
absent from Iran sines 
1979 revolution. 

In recent weeks Britain has 
renewed short-insurance cover 
for exports to Iran and prom- 
ised medium-term coverby the 
and erf the year. Mr Fatchett 
gave a rare interview to the 
nffi«Hai Iranian news agency- 

And the FO issued a strong 
condemnation of terrorism 
after the opposition moja- 

hedin claimed responsibility 
for assassinating the former 
head of the country’s prisons 
administration. 

•This really illustrates the 
extent of the concessions the 
Foreign Office is making to 
appease the mullahs," a moja- 
hedin spokesman said. 

Italy and France have both 
sent senior ministers to Teh- 
ran, and Germany's foreign 


minister, Klaus Kinkel. said 
ho could envisage making a 

visit in iho near miuri'. 

Last vear Germany and all 
other EU members reciiltat 
their ambassador* from 
Tehran in protest when a Ger- 
man court ruled tlwt senior 
Iranian leaders had ordered 
the 1992 killings irf Kurdish 
dissidents In Itortm. 

Since then improved ties 
with the West have been 
made possible by Tehran s 
dislike of the Taliban regime 
in Afghan Istmi. Us helpful 
role In central Asti and the 
Gulf, and its less miliumt 
stance on the Arub-Lsruell 
peace process. 

President Khatami aud his 
supporters are said to have 
distanced themselves from 
state terrorism, but concern 
about the country’s tong- term 
nuclear ambitions remains. 



Thousands flock 
to greet winner 
of Maltese poll 


Eddie Fenech Adami (centre). Malta’s new prime minister, is mobbed by exuberant Nationalist Party supporters as he 
arrives at the Castille Palace in Valletta yesterday to resume the office he lost two years ago photcxjhaph: darrin zammtt lupi 


John Hooper In Valkrtta 


OUSANDS poured 
into the Maltese capi- 
tal Valletta yesterday 
tor boisterous celebrations 
to mark the Nationalist 
Party's crushing general 
election victory. 

The party leader, Eddie 
Fenech Adami, a 64-year- 
old lawyer, was sworn In as 
prime tninigfw while his 
supporters indulged in an 
orgy of what the Maltese 
w»n “car-caffing”. 

Squashed into cars or 
crammed on to lorries, they 
waved red, white and black 
Nationalist standards as 
horns sounded Incessantly 
and firecrackers and rock- 
ets exploded around the 
Grand Harbour. 

Shops and businesses 
stayed closed for fear of the 
post-election violence 
which has marred the after- 
math of some previous 
polls in a country where 
politics are followed 
passionately. 

The final results of Satur- 
day’s snap election showed 
the Nationalists took 52 per 
cent of the vote and the 
Malta Labour Party (MLP), 
led by Alfred Sant, 47 per 
cent. 

Though the precise allo- 
cation of seats has yet to 
be determined by the 
(tauntingly complex elec- 
toral system, Mr Fenech 
Adami predicted that be 
would have a five-seat ma- 
jority — huge by the stan- 
dards of a country with a 
65-seat legislature. 

While counting was still 
in progress on Sunday, the 
new prime minister com- 
mitted himself to reviving 
Malta’9 application for 
membership of the Euro- 
pean Union, winch was fro- 
zen by Labour. 

"The first thing that I am 


going to do Is to Inform the 
EU that the Maltese people 
want membership." said 
Mr Fenech Adami. who was 
ousted from power two 
years ago after a nine-year 
spell In office. His party has 
promised to put the out- 
come of Its negotiations to a 
referendum. 

The election was called 
three years early after Mal- 
ta's veteran former prime 
minister Don Mlntoff 
joined the Nationalists In a 
vote of no confidence In Dr 
Sant’s ministry. 

The two men had been 
at loggerheads tor weeks 
over a plan for the re- 
development of the Cotton- 
era area of the Grand Har- 
bour which Mr Mlntoff 
claimed endangered Mal- 
ta’s national security. 

The Nationalist majority 
of 13.000 votes was the 
same as that won by the 
MLP In the 1996 election, 
meaning that almost 10 per 
cent of the Island’s 270.000 
electors switched their alle- 
giance. The swing was evi- 
dence of profound concern 
at the direction token under 
Dr Sant’s “New Labour” 
leadership. 

Last November he en- 
raged many of his party’s 
natural supporters in the 
poorest sections of the com- 
munity by imposing huge 
rises in the price of water 
and electricity. Mr Fenech 
Adami promised after 
being sworn in that he 
would reduce the tariffs. 

Dr Sant, a physlclst- 
tumed-dlplomat with an 
MBA from Harvard, also 
drew criticism for his 
coldly intellectual style of 
leadership and the rigorous 
discipline he imposed on 
his party. By the time the 
82-year-old Mr Mlntoff 
staged his rebellion, two 
Labour cabinet ministers 
had already resigned. 


Abubakar begins 
Nigerian glasnost 


Patrick Smith hi Abuja 


O PENING the doors of 
the Nigerian presi- 
dency to the interna- 
tional press for the first time 
in four years. General Ahdul- 
salam Abubakar said yester- 
day he would not allow any 
repeat of the human rights 
abuses committed by the pre- 
vious regime. 

Gen Abubakar showed dur- 
ing a two-hour press confer- 
ence that he is as adept at 
public relations as his prede- 
cessor, the late Sani Abacha. 
was deficient 

Although most of the ques- 
tions were about corruption 
and human rights abuses, 
Gen Abubakar handled them 
head on. saying he welcomed 
“constructive criticism”. 

Gen Abubakar said the 19 
activists from Ogonfland ar- 
rested after the execution erf 
Ken Saro-Wiwa. and eight 
others arrested In 1996, would 
have their cases heard in civil 
courts and not by the tribunal 
that convicted Saro-Wiwa. 

But he voiced concern at 
the disruptions in Nigeria’s 
oil-producing areas which 
have shut down almost half 
the country's oil production 
of 2 million barrels a day. 

Alongside a thorough reor- 
ganisation of the state-owned 
Nigerian National Petroleum 
Corporation, Gen Abubakar 
said, the oil-producing areas 
would be given financial aid 
to improve living standards. 
An independent commission 
will be set up to monitor and 
regulate the oil sector to 
make it “more effective and 
responsive to the needs erf the 


Nigerian economy*'. Under 
the Abacha regime, several 
billion dollars of oil revenues 
went unaccounted for. 

Referring to press reports 
that the former national secu- 
rity adviser Ismaila Gwarzo 
had withdrawn $1.45 billion 
(£900 million) from the cen- 
tral bank on Abacha's orders, 
Gen Abubakar confirmed that 
“routine audit and Investiga- 
tions of various accounts In 
the office of the national secu- 
rity adviser and other govern- 
ment departments” were con- 
tinuing. and some money had 
been returned. 

Foreign governments were 
helping Nigerian officials to 
recover money stolen during 
the Abacha regime, he said. 
The governments — believed 
to include Britain, Switzer- 
land. Brazil and Lebanon — 
win have to unravel a com- 
plex web of trust funds and 
hidden identities, said a gov- 
ernment source. 

The general was also ques- 
tioned about allegations' of 
torture and maltreatment of 
prisoners by security officers. 

Gen Abubakar said his gov- 
ernment was "making 
changes”, and added that any 
alleged victim was free to pur- 
sue the officer responsible 
through the civil courts. In 
addition, all repressive de- 
crees are being reviewed by 
the Bttomey-generaL 

The military would have no 
problem “subordinating itself 
to civil authority" after the 
country’s scheduled handover 
to an elected government next 
May, Gen Abubakar said. 

Patrick Smith is editor of 
Africa Confidential 


Congo rebels are sidelined at 
peace summit in Zimbabwe 


Andrew Mekfirum 
tn Victoria Fails 


JB LL-PARTY talks on end- 
^^king the Congo war 
^^Wiegan in Zimbabwe late 
yesterday afternoon, attended 
by seven African beads of 
state. 

The summit was called by 
President Robert Mugabe of 
Zimbabwe, who hag sent air- 
craft and 3,000 troops to the 
Congo to defend the govern- 
ment of President Laurent 
Kabila from rebel forces. 

The two presidents were 
joined In Victoria Fails by 
presidents Sam Nujoma of 
Namibia and Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos of Angola, whose 
troops are also supporting Mr 
KabDa. On the other side are 
the presidents of Uganda and 
Rwanda, who are supporting 
the opposition to Mr Kabila. 

The rebels said they would 
not attend the talks because 
Zimbabwe is not neutral As 
a compromise the talks are 
being chaired by the Zambian 
president, Frederick Chiluba, 
who has not taken sides. 

The presidents all arrived 
in Victoria Falls on Sunday 
night and began talking yes- 
terday morning. The rebels 
did nor arrive until late in the 
afternoon. 

Unlike the red-carpet treat- 
ment given the presidents, 
they had to go through stan- 
dard customs and immigra- 
tion procedures, and then had 
to telephone for transpor to 
the Intercontinental Hotel, 
where the conference is tak- 
ing place. 

At the hotel, the rebel 
spokesman, Arthur Zahidi 



Kabila, pictured at the talks yesterday, was accused of 
lacking respect for democracy photograph: odd andersqi 


N’Goma, complained to Reu- 
ters news agency that his del- 
egation was being sidelined 
in a remote room without 
even a telephone. 

"The point of us coming 
here was that we should be at 
the table," he said. 

“We are here and we are 
ready to talk. But there will 
be no ceasefire before politi- 
cal negotiations and the de- 


parture of the troops from 
Angola, Zimbabwe and 
Namibia." 

Also in the six-member 
rebel delegation was Blzlma 
Karaha, Mr Kabila’s former 
foreign minister, who de- 
fected to the rebel side in 
August complaining of the 
Congo leader’s lack of respect 
for democracy. 

The rebels may talk tough, 


but it seems that the presi- 
dents from both sides have al- 
ready discussed the Issues at 
length and may have reached 
general agreement. The 
rebels, dependent on their for- 
eign backers, may have to go 
along with the agreement 
whether they like It or not 

The talks are expected to 
achieve a ceasefire and the 
return of prisoners from both 
sides. T his is especially im- 
portant for Uganda and 
Rwanda, which reportedly 
hart large numbers of their 
troops captured In western 
Congo. 

The next issue will be the 
withdrawal of all foreign 
forces from Congo. The last 
hut most difficult question Is 
how to resolve the country's 
internal problems. The South 
African president. Nelson 
Mandela, has called for quick 
multi-party elections and the 
formation of a government of 
national unity to help the far- 
mer Zaire achieve stability. 

Mr Mandela, current chair- 
man of the Southern African 
Development Community, 
which has tried repeatedly to 
negotiate a Congo settlement, 
was not invited to the 
summit. 

• Hutu rebels in Rwanda 
killed 21 civilians and 
wounded 19 others at Ndaro 
village, in Kibuye province, 
as they retreated after storm’ 
ing a prison in the west of the 
country last Friday, the army 
said yesterday. 

Cominander Abdul Kaber- 
uka said 70 of the 800 rebels 
involved were killed by gov- 
ernment soldiers. About 210 
freed prisoners were still at 
large. 
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Bitter fruit 
of the 
rouble’s 
collapse 


WORLD NEWS 7 


Tom Whitehouse in Moscow 
reports on the return of food 
queues reminiscent of the 
Soviet era, as importers refuse 
to spend their remaining hard 
currency and foreign firms 
shun trade in roubles 



An empty counter at a wholesale market in Moscow. Shelves have been stripped as shoppers, hit by the tumbling rouble, hoard for the winter 


M OST of Russia’s 
former vassal 
states are repre- 
sented on El- 
shan's roadside 
food stall in central Moscow. 
There are tomatoes and au- 
bergines from his native 
Azerbaijan, melons from Uz- 
bekistan, walnuts from Kyr- 
gyzstan and peaches from 
Moldova. And from Russia? 

“Russia has rich soil but 
produces nothing because no- 
body wants to work and 
everyone steals from each 
other," said ESstaan. “These 
.potatoes are Russian, but, 
look, they're rotting already.” 
Russia's financial collapse 
has cruelly exposed Its Sailing 
agriculture. 

Imported non-perishable 
goods — such as vegetable oil, 
pasta and salt — make up be- 
tween so and 65 per cent of 


the food products sold in Rus- 
sia. and np- to 85 per cent of 
those in Moscow. They have 
been the first to disappear 
from the shelves as people 
start hoarding for winter. 
There is no immediate pros- 
pect of them being replaced. 

Russian companies have 
stopped buying food abroad. 
With the rouble still tum- 
bling, it is more profitable to 
keep any hard currency they 
did not lose in the banks, 
rather than spend it. 

Meanwhile foreign export- 
ers are cancelling food deliv- 
eries because they wQl not ac- 
cept payment in roubles. 

Now. even the succulent 
fruits of the former Soviet 
Union are in short supply. 

“Farmers in Azerbaijan and 
Uzbekistan do not want to sell 
their produce for roubles any 
more, because roubles are 


worthless" said EXshan. “But 
as long as Russians don’t 
mind eating rotten potatoes, 
they shouldn’t starve.” 

The security council secre- 
tary, Alexander Eokoshin 
tried to reassure people that 
there was “no tfawg pr of a 
famine” because, as well as 
the potatoes, there is 18 mil- 
lion tonnes of grain from last 
year’s harvest still in stock. 

But since it comes only a 
month after promises that the 
rouble would not be devalued, 
ordinary Russians are not 
convinced. 

The harvest is down 48^ per 
cent on last year. In the far 
east, the food situation is al- 
ready officially described as 
“dangerous”. 

There are several reasons 
why the country's post-Soviet 
agriculture collapsed. 

Those trying to set dp ptrf- 


Deal on PM eludes 
grey-haired men 
with a red past 


JamM RfMkftn Moscow 



OT since the dying 
days of the Soviet po- 
litburo had the red 
fortress walls of the 
Kremlin seen such a gather- 
ing of sombre, powerful, grey- 
haired old communists. 

They sat around a single 
table yesterday in futile 
search of that most elusive of 
Russian treasures — a com- 
promise — as the country 
continued its dive to disaster. 

Last night’s second over- 
whelming rejection by the 
Duma of the prime minister- 
designate, Viktor Chernomyr- 
din, was a foregone conclu- 
sion after the bizarre Kr emlin 
dialogue that had taken place 
earlier between President Bo- 
ris Yeltsin and selected 
parliamentarians. 

None of those In the last- 
ditch “round table” talks was 
strong enough to force a deci- 
sion, but none was weak 
enough to yield to the other. 
They knew one of the men sit- 
ting rn the room was Russia’s 
future prime minister, but 
they could not find h im. 

Despite the Duma’s devas- 
tating rejection of Mr Cherno- 
myrdin last week, Mr Ye lt s in 
insisted on putting him for- 
ward a second time. But, in a 
move which made, the presi- 
dent’s stubbomess look sense- 
less, be suggested that they 
give the prime minister a s be- 
ta eight-month “trial run”. - 
The behaviour of the Com- 
munist Party, whose leader, 
Gennady Zyuganov, was there 
at the table with Mr Yeltsin, 
was equally strange. Mr Zyu- 
ganov, who has led the oppo- 
sition to Mr Chernomyrdin, 
has demanded that parlia- 
ment, n?t the president, 
should be given the dominant 
role In forming a government 
His party is by far the larg- 
est In the Duma. Yet he has 
shied away from seeking the 
prime minister’s chair for 
hims elf. His lacklustre perfor- 
mance in the presidential 
election against Mr Yeltsin hi 
1996, and his reluctance to ac- 
tively recruit among the dis- 
affected working class, have 
led most observers to .con- 
clude that he fears power. 

Like Mr Yeltsin, hie 
strength Is in his stubborn- 
ness. and this time he really 
does seem prepared to see 
parliament dissolved and eco- 
nomic crisis measures de- 
layed rather than let the pres- 
ident get his way. 

With his love for the corpo- 
rate approach and his endless 
itomandfl for compromise and 
n ational unity; Mr Zyugan- 
ov’s dream is not of becoming 


If he wants anything, it is to 
be general secretary of the 
Communist Party of the 
USSR. 

Mr Yeltsin, Mr Chernomyr- 
din, Mr Zyuganov and most of 
Hi* other men sitting around 
the table share a common her- 
itage. They' were all senior 
members of the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union 
Their rivalries, their vocabu- 
lary,- Iheir outlook was 

Today’s runners 



Primakov: Com rwtmirts 
suggested veteran foreign 
minister be given job 


president or prime minister, 
still less leading a revolution. 



Luzhkov: Thejob could be a 
poisoned chalice for 
Moscow’s ambitious mayor 


shaped by the same values. 
That maybe why they And it 
so hard to yield a point to 
their rivals. 

Grigory .Yavlinsky, the 
head of the liberal Yabloko 
group. Is the sdle Duma party 
leader who has said he is 
ready to lead a government 
But, realistically, he seems to 
believe that only a man from 
the same middle-aged former 
communist chib as Mr Yeltsin 
and MT Zyuganov is capable 
of winning the political estab- 
lishment's acceptance. 

That was what lay behind 
his startling proposal yester- 


day that the veteran foreign 
minister Yevgeny Primakov, 
usually seen as his ideologi- 
cal opposite, should be 
nominated. 

But the most likely source 
for an alternative to Mr Cher- 
nomyrdin Is the ranks of pow- 
erful regional governors, the 
directly-elected provincial 
bosses who sit in the tipper 
house of parliament. 

Konstantin Titov, the 
respected governor of Samara 
and one of those Mr Yeltsin 
could turn to this week, said 
he believed that the president 
did not want to have a show- 
down with parliament Which 
could and in dissolution. 

“Alter today’s meeting I 
have the impression that Mr 
Yeltsin is ready for farther 
serious discussions,’’ he said. 
In other words, a faird attempt 
to push Mr Chernomyrin 
through may not happen. 

The name on everyone’s 
lips as the most likely alterna- 
tive is Yuri Luzhkov, the am- 
bitious mayor of Moscow. 

Mr Luzhkov has not pub- 
licly said he Is ready far the 
job. It could harm his presi- 
dential ambitions in 2000, ffi 
as. is more fhan likely, he fen 
victim to a crisis which is 
doomed to get worse before ft 
gets better. But the fact that 
the communists have named 
him as one of their preferred 
prime ministerial choices, de- 
spite his avowed anti-commu- 
nism. suggests he could be ap- 
proved by the Duma. 

Although the mayor has al- 
ways been scrupulously loyal 
to Mr Yeltsin, he is a strong, 
hands-on leader who would 


vate forms were strangled at 
birth -by the government’s 
failure to pass legislation pri- 
vatising ownership of land. 

The state forms that once 
assured Russia of a staple — 
if monotonous — diet are now 
stuck in a post-Soviet, pre- 
market Umbo. Even If their 
workers were regularly paid 
or motivated, they would find 
it a struggle to produce food 
that Russians eaw buy. 

The prices charged by 
emergy monopolies mean 
that state forms cannot com- 


pete with European imports, 
which are subsided by the 
European Union's taxpayers. 
The cost of rail transport is 
also prohibitive. 

Smallholders working on 
leased plots can be cut out of 
the market by mafia groups, 
who control nearly all the big 
retail outlets. 

"I have to pay off bandits 
just to stand here on the 
road," said Elshan. “If I didn't 
they would close me down.” 

Moscow’s covered markets 
have evolved from haphazard 


bazaars around the wain rail- 
way stations to modern cor- 
nucopias with close circuit 
television and discreet — but 
effective — “security”. 

Like the Party shops of the 
Soviet era, they sell things 
that ordinary Russians only 
dream of Genuine food mar- 
kets can be found on motor- 
way verges in and out of the 
main cities. Here, subsistence 
farmers working leased gar- 
den plots can sell their sur- 
plus. But you can only buy 
this food if you have a car. 


Mindful of the effectiveness 
Of food riots in Russian his- 
tory. regional leaders are be- 
ginning to reintroduce offi- 
cial price controls. 

In Saratov, on the Volga 
river, a system of fairs has 
been set up where growers 
can sell their produce without 
paying trading dues. 

The authorities hope that 
the measure will control pub- 
lic anger by helping sellers to 
keep their prices down. 

But food shortages also 
provide a pretext for the 
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revival of authoritarianism. 

“I will do my best to pre- 
vent a situation whereby a 
hungry crowd might take to 
the streets and destroy every- 
thing,” said Alexander Lebed, 
governor of Krasnoyarsk. 

“By declaring a halt in 
prices, 1 put myself on the 
brink of violation of the law. 
But the situation is demand- 
ing emergency measures.” 


AnaCyiit, pag« It 
Russia's banker pays pries, 
pegs 13 


Nick Cumming-Bruce in Kuala Lumpur asks if the country is sinking into autocracy 

Struggle for Malaysia’s soul 

ML NY 

repc 
war 
day 


time now, if the 
reports reaching An- 
Ibrahlm ysster- 
were accurate, 
the Malaysian police will be 
knocking on the door of his 
home In Kuala Lumpur and 
taking Mm away to face a bat- 
tery of charges that could put 
him behind bars for years. 

Their arrival — and no one 
doubts Is Is only a matter 
time — will be a reversal of 
fortune for the country's 
second most prominent politi- 
cian as startling to Malay- 
sians as the plunge from 
boom to recession in - what 
was one of the world’s fastest- 
growing economies. 

“It’s really third-world 
dictator stuff” said a finan- 
cial analyst, echoing the view 
of many better-educated prof- 
essionals that the prime 
minister, Mahathir Moha- 
mad, already South-east 
Asia’s longest-serving leader 
after 17 years in office, is now 
replacing Indonesia’s deposed 
President Suharto as one of 
the region’s most autocratic. 


They fear that this prosper- 
ous and once pluralist 
country, a member of the 
Commonwealth which is 
about to host its games and a 
receive state visit by the 
Queen, has sunk Into a murky 
authoritarianism in which 
the once-respected legisla- 
ture, media and judiciary 
have been discredited as his 
puppets. 

Until last week the person- 
able 51-year-old Mr Anwar 
was the deputy prime minis- 
ter and finance minister, a 
close ally of Dr Mahathir for 
nearly 20 years, long ago 
groomed as to follow him as 
leader of this resource-rich 
country of 20 million people. 

Critics questioned Mr An- 
war’s efficiency as a minister, 
and the country’s ethnic Chi- 
nese never felt comfortable 
with his courtship of its Mush 
I jms. But his articulate pro- 
motion of moderate, liberal 
positions on social and reli- 
gious issues earned him a 
reputation in the region as 
one of the brighter prospects 


among Asia’s next generation 
of leaders. 

Last week, however. Dr Ma- 
hathir sacked him from all 
his government positions and 
secured his expulsion from 
Malaysia's dominant political 
party. He then left his erst- 
while prot6g€ squarely in the 
cross-hairs of a government 
campaign of vilification. 

Soon afterwards the authori- 
ties cut off the dectricity to his 

official residence and sealed it 
along with his office. 

Although Dr Mahathir has 
not explained why be has 
taken such action, police affi- 
davits carefully leaked to the 
press contain lurid allega- 
tions of 15 homosexual en- 
counters — a criminal offence 
— and sex or attempted sex 
with various women supplied 
by a businessman friend. 

As if that were not enough, 
the affidavits allege that he 
compromised state secrets 
and jeopardised national se- 
curity, and the list of his of- 
fences appears to be growing 
by the day. 


Mr Anwar struck back, de- 
claring a political conspiracy 
at the highest level driven by 
vested crony interests which 
felt threatened by his austere 
recipe for economic recovery. 

“I have refrained from im- 
plicating Prime Minister Ma- 
hathir directly,'' he com- 
mented discreetly, “but all 
evidence, circumstances, 
events lead to at least him 
having fan knowledge of what 
Is happening.” 

Many Malaysians are less 
restrained. “He’s Just hangin g 
wi to power like a bloody 
leech." a retired armed forces 
officer said of Dr Mahathir 
from the garden of Mr An- 
war’s home, one of the hun- 
dreds of Malaysians who 
daily flock there to vent their 
indignation at his treatment 
Buoyed by this support, Mr 
Anwar Is determined to lead a 
campaign against corruption 
and cronyism. 

Tomorrow he plans to 
travel to his parliamentary 
constituency in the northern 
island of Penang to begin a 


national road show defending 
himself and attacking the 
government 

Even his advisers are un- 
sure how much support he 
will gather in the rural areas 
from a passive population fed 
a diet of official propaganda 
that blanks out his — or any 
other opposition — analysis 
of events. 

They also fear that the au- 
thorities will not tolerate the 
prospect of him courting pop- 
ular opinion directly and that 
this may determine the tim- 
ing of his arrest 

At the end of July the police 
arrested a close friend of Mr 
Anwar's, charging him under 
the Internal Security Act 
which allows detention with- 
out trial. Mr Anwar says that 
on Sunday they arrested his 
adopted brother and took him 
away In handcuffs, and that 
inquiries have foiled to estab- 
lish where he is being held. 

He has appealed to the au- 
thorities not to harass his fam- 
ily, friends and former staff 
but take him instead. 


WHO target draws 
veil over leprosy 


Efforts to eliminate the disease 
by 2000 do not take into account 
undiscovered cases, reports 

John Gittings in Beijing 


71 


have little truck with presi 
dential attempts to interfere 
with his work. 

Moscow under Mr Luzhkov 
is a brighter, deaner, more 
prosperous city, but opinion 
is divided whether this is be- 
cause of or despite him. 

There would be same alarm 
in the wider world! at Mr 
Luzhkov’s appointment, 
given Ms nationalis t pastur- 
ing, which includes demand- 
ing that Ukraine hand the 
Crimean port of Sevastopol 
back to Russia. 

It is this very nationalism, 
however, which wins him the 
hearts of the communists. In 
sign that he is preparing 
himself for the prime ministe- 
rial job. Mr Luzhkov has been 
one of the most outspoken 
critics of Mr Chernomyrdin's 
first few week? as acting head 

of government 
“Decisions should have 
been taken immediately 
which would have baited the 
spread of the banking and fi- 
nancial crisis.” he said yes- 
terday. “Every day of inac- 
tion Is another step closer to 
catastrophe.” 


HE International Lep- 
rosy Congress, opened 
yesterday in the Chi- 
nese capital with crit- 
ical questions being asked 
about the World Health 
Organisation's goal of elimi- 
nating lepr osy by 2000. 

The WHO points to huge 
achievements since the begin- 
ning of the decade. Treatment 
with a cocktail of drugs 
known as MDT has reduced 
the estimated number of lep- 
rosy cases worldwide from 10- 
12 million in 1986 to 1.15 mil- 
lion last year. 

But leprosy campaigners 
from non-governmental 
organisations complain that 
the WHO has "manipulated 
data and moved the goalposts 
in order to claim success”. 

Th ey agree that fixing the 
target was important in mobi- 
lising international funds and 
support, but fear that interest 
will fade if the WHO an- 
nounces that the target has 
been reached. Financial back- 
ing already depends heavily 
on private donors, headed by 
the Tokyo-based Sasekawa 
Foundation. 

By “elimination” the WHO 
means reducing foe preva- 
lence of leprosy to less than 
one case per 10,000 popula- 
tion. And by prevalence it 
means only cases which are 
being actively treated and are 
stifi infectious. 

This loads to a statistical 
paradox. Because MDT treat- 
ment eradicates Infection 


within a year, the number of 
registered cases is relatively 
low — it Is now less than 
900,000 worldwide. Yet the 
number of cases discovered 
each year is disproportion- 
ately high at nearly 700,000 in 
1997. 

Specialists suggest that this 
may be due to an incubation 
period of five to 10 years. But 
it could mean that there are 
many more unidentified suf- 
ferers than hitherto believed. 

Professor Cairns Smith of 
the International Federation 

of Anti-Leprosy Federations 
said yesterday that more 
effort must be made to locate 
cases in vulnerable 
communities. 

These include- nomads, 
those who are geographically 
isolated, those who lack basic 
health care, those who are 
refugees or suffering from 
war or famine, and urban 
slum dwellers. 

The WHO admits that even 
by its restricted definition 
some countries may have to 
“continue and intensify activ- 
ities beyond the year 2000 to 
reach their elimination 
targets". 

A campaign launched last 
winter in India to speed up 
the detection of unknown 
cases has produced alarming 
results. Although its coverage 
was not complete. It discov- 
ered 423,000 people suffering 
from leprosy. More than half 
were in the states of Bihar 
and Orissa. 


In China, the host country 
for the Congress, there are 
now only 4,000 cases under 
active treatment and fewer 
than 2.000 new cases. But the 
vice-minister of health. Yin 
Dakui, admitted that leprosy 
control was still difficult “in 
the remote, poor, mountain- 
ous and [ethnic minority] 
areas”. 

There are more than 200,000 
people who have been cured 
in China, of whom 120 , 000 are 

disabled 


Looking for the 
real Sam Rainsy 


International leprosy work- 
ers argue that the "cured 
should still be pan of the WHO 
statistics”. A specialist said: 
"Drugs cannot elimina te the 
persistent effect of nerve dam- 
age after the patient has be- 
come non- infectious. There 
are probably five to six million 
worldwide who still have dis- 
abilities such as foot ulcers." 

Voluntary groups at the 
congress are lobbying hard 
for more involvement in anti- 
leprosy work by patients and 
former patients. 

The IDEA organisation, 
which is based in the United 
States and runs work projects 
in several countries, includ- 
ing C hina, argues that suffer- 
ers should be encouraged to 
"overcome their sense of 
helplessness and shame by 
taking a pro-active role”. 

In a written presentation to 
the congress, the WHO said 
that If MDT treatment was 
maintained for the next five 
to 10 years,- “all transmission 
of the disease can be termi- 
nally interrupted”, although 
it concedes that this may take 
longer in India. 

India, however, is a huge 
part of the problem: it has 
more than 500,000 active 
cases: 60 per cent of the 
known global total 


An opposition leader 
took refuge in a UN 
office in Phnom Penh 
yesterday after the 
government ordered 
his arrest for 
allegedly bombing 
the prime minister's 
home on Monday. 
Seth Mydans looks 
at the man who 
divides Cambodia 


“R 


ead this,” said 
Sam Rainsy. 
“A different 
point of 

view.” 

It was a pro-government 
newspaper with a front- 
page editorial declaring: 
“Sam Rainsy, the Machia- 
vellian, maverick, opportu- 
nistic, selfish, foolish and 
Irresponsible pol- 

itician ... must be prose- 
cuted to the full extent of 
the law.” 

It is a familiar descrip- 
tion of Sam Rainsy, aged 
49. Not only the govern- 
ment but also many diplo- 
mats see him as a power- 
hungry spoiler. 

Yet he and his supporters 
see him as a democratic Ide- 
alist who has “lost any illu- 
sion about working with 
rotten people In a rotten 
system”. 

“I dream of a modern 
Cambodia.*' he said. “I 
have lived more than half 
my fife in Europe and I 
have spent many months in 
the United States and I can 
see the difference between 


a modern society and a 
backward society . 

“To me, a modern Cambo- 
dia means, first, the rule of 
law. Without that we just 
have a feudalists system of 
warlords.” 

He was clearly referring 
to the power structure of 
Hun Sen, who has led the 
country for most of the last 
two decades. “They pretend 
we have a market economy 
but 1 call it a Jungle econo- 
my." he said. 

Six weeks after a parlia- 
mentary election in which 
his Sam Rainsy Party fin- 
ished a poor third, he has 
paralysed the country with 
a vigorous campaign of pro- 
tests and political manoeu- 
vres which threaten to 
block the formation of a 
new government. 

In Cambodian terms, his 
campaign is already some- 
thing of a revolution: he is 
not using guns. Rather he 
is. some diplomats say. 
taunting Hun Sen’s govern- 
ment to use its guns against 
him, to make martyrs of 
him and his followers. 

On March 30 1997 un- 
known assailants threw 
four grenades at a rally he 
was leading in a park, kill- 
ing 16 people and wounding 
more than 100. Sam Rainsy 
blamed Hun Sen for the 
attack. The prime minister 
said Sam Rainsy himself 
was behind it. Now, for the 
last two weeks. Saw Rainsy 
has led thousands of people 
in a sit-in at the same park, 
which he has called Democ- 
racy Square. 

Speaking of him and his 
wife, Sanmura. one West- 
ern analyst said: “They see 
themselves as historical fig- 
ures in a straggle for the 
fatnre of Cambodia.” — 
New York Times. 
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ML ND so to new Book of 
MW the Month, All For 
^^lore,tlie 1988 classic 
by Express editor Rxzla Ro- 
sie Boycott, bought by a 
reader for 20p after It was 
cruelly withdrawn from the 
local library. Set in 1930, 
Rosie’s blockbuster con- 
cerns debutante Violet Har- 
court, and presciently in- 
volves a newspaper 
magnate — a class of person 
with whom she has had 
many dealings in recent 
years. "Violet's passion is 
for the silver screen,” the 
inside cover informs os, 
“until she becomes infatu- 
ated with James Franklin, 
heir to Australia’s largest 
newspaper dynasty.” But 
we get ahead of ourselves. 
Let us begin at the begin- 
ning, where we find a hint 
of pseudo- Archerian dynas- 
tic feuding as Violet meets 
Janies Franklin atHighgate 
Cemetefy as his grand- 
father — once her own 
father’s business partner — 
is being buried. “After a few 
moments,” writes Rosie, 
“the Australian found he 
had stopped mentally un- 
dressing the girl and was 
looking only at her 
thee.” Early progress, then, 
and more tomorrow, when 
Violet and James meet 
again aboard the Cutty 
Sark at the Duke ofWest- 
mlnster’s party. 

H allelujah. Diary 
vicar Steve Chalkeis 
safe. When Rev Steve 
last week failed to return a 
call, fears grew for the man 
who, in his own term, “most 
coherently defines the Zeit- 
geist”. However, the Baptist 
minister’s office rings to as- 
suage all fears. The Rev is in 
India, visiting projects for 
sick children and Aids cen- 
tres connected with his own 
Oasis Trust, and will call on 
his return. Praise be. 

S AY what you will 

about Helen Brinton. 
she doesn't make it 
easy. With the Save our 
Brinton campaign, dq- 
signedjtOiprevent the an- ... 
droidJVEp from being - 
dropped in Peterborough, 
in its infancy, she features 
in a Sunday People story 
headlined “Police called to 
3am rumpus at sexy MP’s 
fiat”. Oh God. “Officers,” 
the People relates, “said 
there had been reports of 
shouting, screaming and 
slammed doors.” Thank- 
fully, after interviewing 
her, they decided to take no 
action. However, environ- 
mental health officers are 
apparently "continuing 
their investigations’'. 

Helen, we can help you and 
we will help you — but you 
have to meet us halfway. 

A S a voluble advocate 
for road safety, Helen 
will be distressed by 
news of Mandy Mandelson, 
the lithe and lissom Trade 
Secretary. At 7.30 pm on 
Sunday, Mandy was spotted 
pedalling his bike along 
WestiBburne Park Grove, 
west London, with his 
sweater trendily knotted 
around his waist — but 
without any lights! When 
we’re in the Cabinet, 

Mandy, we must set an 
example. 

I T lspinrder that con- 
cerns Boris the Jackal 
Johnson as he inter- 
views the crime novelist 
Rachel BUllngton. "1 ought 
to declare,” writes the Tele- 
graph enforcer, “that I am 
Rachel Billington's admir- 
ing godson . . .Any sugges- 
tion of nepotism I confi- 
dently brush aside, and 
anyone who makes itcan ex- 
pect aklapln the marf.” 

Mm. “The Big Guy ain’t 
here,” says a voice not un- 
like Joe Peace's when we 
call. Ah, well, we were just 
wondering if the Jackal was 
p lanning to interview any 
other ofhis intimate circle 
in the weeks ahead . . . his 
children, perhaps, or his old 
nanny, o t even another of 
his godmothers? “I dnnno 
about godmothers, wise 
gay- Ifl was you, it’d be god- 
fathers Pd be worxyin’ 
about, scos you ain’t show- 
ing much respect . . .and 
the BiSjGuy, he likes 
respeqfCapteh? Now run 
along, and go play with the 
traffic.” 


HffiHERE is concern at ; 

■ the Telegraph that 

■ commercial sponsor- 
ship hqs Infiltrated the 
paper’s. thought for the day. 
“Wash-hway all my iniq- 
uity,” ijfead the biblical 
quote one day last week, 
“and cleanse me from my 
skin.” Has the Body Shop 
brought out its own version 
of Psalm 51? Or is it one of 
those typos from which the 
Gua r d i an , alone of news- 
papers, never suffers? 



Murdoch’s victim is not football 
What is lost is honest news 



* V*? 


I T IS typical of the British 
enthralment to Rupert Mur- 
doch that the first squeak of 
protest any minister dares to 
make against him concerns 
the future of a football team. 
Buying ManU will be the 
least of Murdoch’s threats to 
British life- 

The two entities, given 
where they've came from and 
where they're going to, are a 
perfect fit Straining at this 
gnat, Tony Banks and his fel- 
low sentimentalists about the 
natio nal game seem oblivious 
of the poisoned camel the 
country has already been 
obliged to swallow through 
Murdoch’s other activities 
ever since he came here. 

Soccer sold out six years 
ago to the trend Murdoch per- 
sonifies. The merger between 
them is merely the logical cli- 
max of the rapacious commer- 
cialism on which the future of 
both is staked. Of Murdoch 
you might expect this more 
than of Man U. Every particle 
of his activity as a capitalist 
is devoted to greed's satisfac- 
tion. There's more to soccer 
than greed, but in 1992, when 
the Premier League left the 
broadcasters and sold itself to 
narrow-casting Sky, top foot- 
ball declared its priorities. 
After pricing a lot of fens off 
the terraces, it would now 
price them out of their own 
armchairs, in the interest of 
the owners and not of what 
was laughably known as the 
game. 

Man U, unless Murdoch 
was careEUl. might weaken 
Sky by launching its own tele- 
vision channel. Other big 
riubs might go the same, 
American way. They, rather 
than he, might also shape the 
future of European dub foot- 
ball. How very much simpler 
for them all to be in it 
together, and how empty 
sound the complaints that the 
fens win. really care, 


Murdoch may have been ex- 
tremely bad for most of the 
sports he’s touched. Rugby 
and cricket are Just two exam- 
ples which show that massive 
television money is a snare 
and delusion, assisting at the 
ruinous alteration of gamps 
that television now controls; 
as a rabid sports buff I watch 
golf as . a rare professional 
sport that hasn't been de- 
voured. But big soccer in gen- 
eral, a n d Man U In particular, 
already the creature of Mam- 
mon, WDI surely be hnwwiira. 
The fans will bleat, and 
Sports Minister Rsnica says 
something must be done. But 
in the end what counts for the 
fens is not the owner but the 
victor. As an executive of the 
Fox Sports Net, Murdoch’s 
baseball arm, once put It, the 
people don’t care about the 
network, "but they’re out-cf- 
their-minds loyal to their 
teams’’. 

All this, however obnoxious 
to many people, is so inevfta - 1 
hie — and, in the end, so con- 
gruent with modernity — that ; 
objections to it are likely to be 
a waste of hot ain gratifying, 
but ultimately void. It is just 
as plausible that the Office of 
Fair Trading; if wheeled into 
the arena, will challenge the 
Premiership’s attempt to stop 
a Euro-league, as that it will 
push the Trade Secretary to 
stop a merger for which the 
ground has been well pre- 
pared. But that isn't the end 
of the story. This new feeding 
of Murdoch's Insatiable greed 
should have another effect 

Though leaving the Govern- 
ment without obvious means 
to stop it, it sharpens the 
question to ministers about 
how they propose to address 
Murdoch in other, more cru- 
cial. fields. How do they 
really see him: as a friend to 
cherish, or an enemy of the 
public Interest? As an irrita- 
ble ally to be feared and hu- 


moured, or a mogul of such 
monstrous reach that austere 
detachment is the only 
relationship a democratic 
leader can afford to offer him? 
The Government Is not with- 
out choices to make or levers 
topuIL 

Some of these require inter- 
national networking that sur- 
passes his own, something ! 
governments should be good I 
at According to the Washing- ■ 
tan Post News Corp last year 
paid only $103 million in 
taxes worldwide, on an oper- 
ating profit of $1.32 billion. It 
manipulated for itself, in 
other words, a tax rate of 7.8 : 
per cost, about one-third of 
what other big, US media 
groups paid. This is a gro- 
tesque perversion, which 
Britain, along with others, 
has devoted nothing like the 
necessary political energy to 

affarlring 

T ONY Blair should ask 
whether his availability 
to Murdoch isn’t becom- 
ing an amhar r aasman t Even 
if there turns out to be no 
valid OFT case against the 
Man it sale, the social and 
professional entwinements 
between the Labour high 
command and the Murdoch 
minions will compromise the 
credibility of such a decision. 
Mr Blair may judge himself to 
be miles above improper in- 
fluence, but when regulation 
is the issue, Murdoch’s very 
presence louring over politi- 
cians he th inks he can rnaka 
or break, contaminates even 
the most defensible outcome. 
His power draws politicians 
to him, but is precisely what 
should demand of tham the 
self-denying ordinance that 
ministers refuse to swear. 

Their propensity to bow 
down before him, to make 
calls on his behalf, to settle 
their European agenda 
through fear of his, reveals 


The end of 
money 



the hold be has. In this sense, 
he has already been deeply 
corrupting of the process. The 
only power in a position to 
stand up to him shows a 
regrettable reluctance to of- 
fend him in tiie smallest de- 
tail. There’s a bigger man 
than democratic politicians 
tram p in g through the land, 
and if the Man U case Is a pop- 
ulist wake-up call to that ef- 
fect, it will serve a purpose. 
By extending yet further his 
ownership of what the British 
hold dear, it reminds them 
that the only ministers worth 
supporting are those who. If 
they cannot stop him, vow to 
entertain him with the long- 
est spoon, treating his power 
not as a lure but a repellent 
Others, too. should be 
woken up. Manchester 
United. If be gets the dub, 
will take its place on the 
lengthening list of subjects 
where his papers have taken 
their own self-denying ordi- 
nance against the truth. The 
exclusion zone is already for- 
midable. Two large semi-con- 
tinents, China and western 
Europe, are already off-Umits 
to free journalism In the Mur- 
doch press. Industries, from 
arms to airlines, need special 
care. Murdoch news about all 
Fox films and a plethora of 
television stations has to be 
read with due awareness of 
the commercial interest be- 
hind the words. Welcome, 
soon, Man U. which, with all 
its competitive radiations and 
cross-conflicted television, 
may stand for football itself. 
It’s not that editors won’t 
sometimes print the truth. 
Just that Murdoch makes it 
impossible for the reader to 
rely on that being the object 
of the exercise. Often it wont 
be, as the conglomerate hand 
feds the writer’s collar. Gal- 
vanised by ManU, it’s not 
football we should be 

lamputing 


B ILL Clinton and Tony 
Blair are Insisting that 
Russia and Asia press 
on with market reform. They 
have not understood that eco- 
nomic meltdown in these 
countries is chiefly a result of 
anarchy In global markets. 
Their incomprehension bodes 
Hlfor the world, and for their 
own political fixtures. 

Russia is undergoing its 
second economic collapse in 
less than a decade. Since Yelt- 
sin’s market reforms began in 
1991. productionhas halved. 
At least a half of what remains 
occurs in a barter economy. 
Tens of millions of people 
scarcely use money at alL 
Much of the population, in- 
cluding that in cities, survives 
only by growing its own food. 
After years of“ecanoxnic mod- 
ernisation", driven on by 
relentless pressure from the 
West, Russia has been 
reduced to a largely pre-mod- 
ern, subsistence economy. 

Russian agriculture and 
manufacturing cannot be res- 
cued from collapse without 
protection from world mar- 
kets and curbs on the mobility 
of capital. By vetoing such 
measures, the West has made 
a second change of regime In 
Russia more likely, and en- 
sured that any government 
that emerges from the current 
shadow-play In the Kremlin 
will be one in which anti-west- 
ern parties occupy a pivotal 
position. 

By comparison with deep- 
ening deflation in Japan, Rus- 
sia’s collapse is — economi- 
cally speaking— 
insignificant Yet Western 
policies towards Japan have 
been bungling and hubristic. 
Japan has been told it must 
fight deflation by adopting 
Keynesian policies. But cut- 
ting taxes and increasing pub- 
lic spending will not kick-start 
the Japanese economy. It will 
merely increase savings and 
the flow of money abroad. 


M ■MESTERN govern- 
lUm# ments have not no- 
m W ticedthat, when inter- 
est rates are near rock bottom, 
confidence has evaporated 
and capital Is free to move any- 
where in the world, such poli- 
cies have as much effect— as 
Keynes himself put it— as 
pushing on a piece of string. 
Under Western pressure, 

Japan has given up many of 
tiie controls it had on the econ- 
omy. it may now have no alter- 
native to engineering an 
inflation. 

On the surface, China’s 
economy looks In healthier 
shape than Japan’s. Protected 
by its consistent, well-founded 
contempt for western advice, 
the Chinese government has 
retained control of the awn- : 
manding heights. By spurning , 
the West’s demands for eco- ! 


nomic liberalisation It has 
been able to insulate the 
country from the worst effects 
of the depression that has 
struck its neighbours. Despite 
that, deflation is gai n i n g hold. 
China’s government will do 
anything it can to stave off 

spiralling unemployment and 
prevent the country following 
Indonesia and Russia Into po- 
litical chaos. Sooner or later, it 
will be forced to devalue the 
currency. At that point, if not 
before, the yen is likely also to 
go Into free-fell. 

All the conditions are al- 
ready in place for Thirties- 
style competitive devaluation 
in east Asia and, as a conse- 
quence, for a revival of Ameri- 
can protectionism. There can 
belittle doubt how Congress 
will respond to the prospect of 
a flood of cheap Asian Im- 
ports. In turn, trade war be- 
tween the United States and 
east Asia could turn Wall 
Street's gyrations into a col- 
lapse. Yet a Congressional tilt 
to protectionism Is only one of 
a number of developments 
that could have that effect. 

Financial crisis In Brazil or 
Argentina; devaluation In 
C hina; more bank failures in 
Japan and the repatriation of 
some Japanese financial as- 
sets. further tremors In the 
Kremlin; a sudden resigna- 
tion by President Clinton. As 
public and political support 
are rapidly whittled away by 
mounting anxiety about the 
economy , one or more of these 
possibilities, along with 
others that cannot be foreseen, 
could trigger panic among the 
ioo minion us private inves- 
tors who have placed an un- 
precedented portion of their 
wealth In the stock market 

It is becoming fashionable 
to talk of a re-run of the Great 
Crash ctf 1929-32, when the 
American market fen by 90 ; 
per cent and & global depres- 
sion ensued. In feet the scale 
and depth of the American 
people’s exposure to the stock 
market Is greater now than at 


Falling house 
prices would 
savage the voters’ 
wealth 


that time — or any other. As a 
result a Call in the market con- 
siderably smaller than that 
which occurred between 1929- 
32 could ha ve a larger eco- 
nomic impact A sustained 
slide on Wall Street will not be 
a market correction but a sig- 
nal for a major dislocation of 
the world economy. In that 
event, the American public 
will recoil from the free-mar- 
ket policies the US has at- 
tempted to impose throughout 
the world, and America’s 
short-lived experiment In im- 
perial laissezfaire wfl} come 
to an abrupt close. 

A worldwide slump would 
be a test to destruction for 
Labour. Shrinking pensions 
and felling house prices would 
savage the wealth of its most 
vital constituency — the vot- 
ers who supported it for the 
first time in May 1997. 

False Dawn; The Delusions of 
Global Capitalism by John 
Gray, Is published by Grants. 


Unreported in the small hours, the genuine experts in the Lords turned up their noses at Blair’s Terror Bill last week — but then nodded it through 


Democracy at work 


Andrew Roth 

T HERE were twelve 
hours of virtually un- 
reported overnight de- 
bate in the Lords last week 
on the “emergency” Terror 
BUI, now law. What was 
said by those peers was 
remarkable. 

Lord (Patrick) May hew, 
Attorney General before 
becoming John Major’s 
Northern Ireland Secretary 
1992-97, insisted; “We are 
invited to make law which 
may turn out to be danger- 
ous and therefore bad law, 
and for a purpose which 
will not be achieved in 
practice... People ought 
not to be convicted on hear- 
say evidence backed by 
straws in the wind. 

“A judge could prefer the 
evidence of a senior police' 
officer simply because he 
was a senior police officer. 
That would be human, but ; 
not exactly judicial.” He 


preferred to reinstate the 
power to intern. 

Lord Bridge of Harwich, 
the judge who put away the 
Birmingham Six for 16 
years, until the convictions 
were overturned, said: 
“Perhaps that makes me 
unduly sensitive about the 
possibility of miscarriages 
of justice ... Z retain a 
sense of unease about the 
provision In the Bill that 
would make the opinion of 
a senior police officer, that 
a man charged with mem- 
bership of a prescribed 
organisation, is such a 
member admissible In evi- 
dence.” 

The Law Lord who over- 
turned the Birmingham Six 
convictions, Lord Lloyd of 
Berwick, Chairman of the 
Security Commission, who 
produced a report in 1996 
on anti-terrorist measures 
at the request of the then 
Home Secretary, Michael 
Howard, said: *T just do not 
see how it could work. A ; 


police officer’s opinion is 
worth only what his 
sources will support. If he 
simply says. That is ray 
opinion', that is worth 
nothing in a court of law. 

“No Judge in Northern 
Ireland — no judge any- 
where In the world — will 
be convinced beyond 
reasonable doubt on the 
say-so of a policeman . . . 
that is why X say that there 
will not he any convictions 
as a result.” This ridicule 
was strongly supported by 
Liberal Democrat peers 
Holme. Russell, Wallace. 
Thomas of Gre&ford and 
Lord Avebury, voice of Am- 
nesty International, who 
predicted the legislation 
would be overturned in the 
European Court 

Lord (Peter) Archer of 
Sandwell, Labour’s own 
farmer Solicitor General 
1974-79 and Chairman of 
the British Section of Am- 
nesty 1971-74, derided the 
legislation as a “charade”. 


New peer Baroness 
(Helen) Kennedy, who ap- 
peared in many of the lead- 
ing Irish cases during her 
15 years at the Bar, 
warned: To change the 
rules [of evidence] because 
we are dealing with people 
we abhor Is to corrode the 
system for us alL” 


ML LTHOUGH referred to 
MW delicately as “a pres- 
to offer to Presi- 
dent Clinton when he ar- 
rives In Belfast” (Lord 
Hylton), there was wide- 
spread foxy at the piggy- 
backing of clauses aimed at , 
international terrorists,, 
fraudsters and drug-run- 
ners onto the BilL 
Ministers half-admitted 
they were trying to appease 
Washington by saying ten 
times as many people had 
been killed in the Nairobi 
bombing of the US embassy 
as In Omagh. 

The clauses were difficult 
to defend because they 






were hastily and eimwaiiy 
adapted from Tory MP Ni- 
gel Water-son's 1996 Private 
Member’s Bill against in- 
ternational t er rorists. That 
had the backing of both 
frontbenches but foil be- 
cause the Tory Whips could 
not round up a quorum. 

In response to the anti-US 
bombings, the Home Office 
broadened the interna- 
tional conspiracy clauses to 
apply to drag dealers and 
fraudsters. But they nar- 
rowed Its impact by requir- 
ing the Attorney General’s 
authority to prosecute. 

Peer after peer attacked 
the clauses. Past support 
for the ANC was cited, with 
its "terrorist" attacks on 
electricity pylons. Peers 
also cited tbelr past back- 
ing for Kurdish (Avebury), 
Sudanese (Avebury, Cox), 
and Kosovo insnrrectionar- 
ies. Lord Hylton mentioned 
his help for the breakaway 
dissidents of Ngorno-Kara- 
bakh, Trans-Dneistra, the 


Chechens Abkhazia. 

There was no mention of 
the role of Tory ex MP Win- 
ston Churchill in providing 
missiles for the Afghan 
rebels against Soviet 

occupation. 

Labour’s Lord Kennet, 
often a strong critic of 
Washington, recalled how 
the CIA’s “terrorists” had 
laid mines in a Nicaraguan 
harbour in the 60s, >riniHn g 
a British ship. Lord Desai, 
who spent August In Islam- 
abad, warned that the in- 
ternational conspiracy 
clauses identified Britain 
with the US policies loathed 
by the Muslim world. 

Despite such widespread 
and pointed opposition, be- 
cause no one wanted to 
throw a spanner' in the 
Irish peace process, the leg- 
islation was passed without 
a vote. 

Andrew Roth’s Parliamentary 
Profiles; the new A-Q section, is 
published this week. 
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‘In Giggs and Beckham 
they already have two 
dishes playing for them’ 

Olivia Barrett, Letters 


Mr Hague’s 
gamble 

It won’t work 

YOU can hardly blame wmiam TT a g i«> for 
Jrrng. Haunted by the ghost of John Major, 
ne moved yesterday to prove hjmgpiif the im- 
Major in two ways. First, the former Conser- 
vativ e le ader was constantly famhagted 33 a 
ditherer, allowing boils to fester end grow 
nialign rather than lancing them swiftly. 
Second, he let his leadership be iTnrferminpd 
by the constant Tory debate over Europe — 
an issue which has grown oddly quiet since 
the Conservatives left the national stage, but 
whose tiniest details used to dominate all 
political discussion. By announcing a snap 
ballot of party members, asking them to 
affirm the current Tory policy — which 
r ules o ut British membership of a afa gfe 
currency for the duration of both this and 
the next parliaments — Mr Hague has 
sought to cast off both Majorite habits. He 
wants to act fast, and to settle the Tories' 
European dil emma once and for alL 
But the Hague manoeuvre is unlikely to 
work. He may well get the whacking major- 
ity he seeks: a fter all, this is still the 
Conservative Party, where memb ers’ first 
instinct is to do what Central Office tens 
them. Most activists probably like the essen- 
tially Eurosceptic thrust of the current 
policy and will be happy enough to endorse 
it Sure, some of the old time Thatcherites — 
still praying for a resurrection of the old 
lady in Bournemouth next month — may 
wish the policy went further, ruling out 
British use of the euro in principle and 
forever. (Indeed, the snap ballot in advance 


of the party conference is probably aimed at 
shutting up the right as well as the pro- 
European left.) But Mr Hague has essen- 
tially asked a question whose answer he 
already knows and likes. No shame in that 
few smart politicians ever do otherwise. 

The trouble is, simple numerical victory, 
however colossal, is rarely enough. It will 
not shut off debate as Mr Hague wishes, it 
will not silence or convert overnight the 
likes of Michael Heseltine or Kenneth 
Clarke. They will carry on arguing their 
case, no matter the result Neither man has 
much to lose; Mr Hcseittne, at least has 
surely given up his ambitions to lead the 
Conservative Party by now. They believe 
foe notfor-10-years policy is wrong and they 
wQl say so. Drawin g strength from the 
Churchill precedent they will remind their 
fellow Tories that foe correct judgment has 
often been foe minority one in their party. 

More deeply, such a vote only settles a 
divisive issue when the debate itself is 
genuinely concluded and won. The mrampip 
here is Labour's abandonment of foe origi- 
nal Clause 4. That He^igin n established the 
authority, even foe supremacy, of Tony 
Blair within his party — and is dearly foe 
model W illiam Hag ue is shaking to emulate 
now. But Mr Blair ensured that that debate . 
followed m onths of internal discussion, 
addressing meetings across foe land Mr 
Hague has given his party just two weeks to 
decide. He has faile d to realise that hfl tint s 
matter when they put a se a l on a decision 
already taken, expressing the settled will of 
those voting. You can’t fake that feeling i 
simulating a sense of resolution with a I 
rushed vote. The Tories need to make their 
peace on the European question, then vote 
on it — not the other way around. 

There are other problems. By passing this 
resolution foe Tories could, ironically, 
really tie foe ba nds of th ei r leader: forcing 


him to oppose the euro even if circum- 
stances change. Moreover, he is seeking to 
stifle inter nal debate just whoa foe Tories 
can afford to have it — when they are in 
opposition and no one’s watching what 
they’re doing. Above all, he is roraraitting 
his party to a policy that may well prove 
both, unpopular and wrong. Mr Hague has 
made a classic political error: he has con* 
ftxsed speed for strategy, and strength for 
wisdom. 


Pie in the Sky 

Public interest must be defined 

SO MUCH emotion is gen e r a ted by the 
words ‘'Manchester United” and “Rupert 
Murdoch” even on their own that when 
they are comb i ned in t he gamp sentence 
there is bound to be a combustible reaction. 
A Ipt of the instant comment on -foe news 
that BSkyB is trying to buy Manchester 
United was emotional- A sporting version of 
fHtiwn Kanp | already immensely powerful, 
was extending his control yet farther by 
taking over a football club deemed, in some 
metaphysical way, to belong to its fan& 

Yet, sentiment aside , there is a cay> for a 
detailed examination of this bid if only 
the explosive expansion of multi- 
channel di gital television bag o pened up a 
new era for which there are no ground 
rules. Even before foe digital revolution, 
global regulators were trying to get to grips 
with the monopoly problems arising when 
companies own both the distribution net- 
work and the product or content that is sold 
through it In the UK it was ruled that big , 
brewers shouldn't own their own pubs 
(where they could shut out rival beers) but 
oil companies have so for been allowed to be 
both providers and distributors. The US 


Justice department is investigating Micro- 
soft to see whether its 96 per cent monopoly 
of foe world’s PC operating systems enables 
it to market its own software products in a 
way that discriminates against rivals. 

There is a prima fade case for investigat- 
ing Sky because it is the dominant provider 
erf Pay-TV (the medium) and is now trying 
to buy up the most valuable sporting 
product (Man United) to exploit through its 
world-wide distribution network. At foe 
moment the Premier League is a cartel 
selling its games exclusively to Sky (with 
the BBC in a minor role). This is itself to be 
investigated by the Monopolies Commis- 
sion. Irrespective of the outcome there will 
be a conflict of interest if Sky owns both the 
major product and the distribution system. 
This needs to be resolved to see if it operates 
against “the public interest”. This is a term 
that in any case needs to be redefined for 
foe digital age which will combine an 
explosion of channels (good for consumer 
choice) with a restriction of key games to 
Pay-TV rather than public service broad- 
casting because of a concentration of power 
in Sky. Mr Murdoch is usually two steps 
ahead both of his business rivals and the 
regulators. It is better surely to find out now 
whether there is anything operating against 
the public interest than to discover it five 
years later when it will almost certainly be 
too late to do anything about it. 


Old vibrations 

Pay homage toa vintage decade 

THE WRINKLEES have it. Popular music is 
an old man's game (hon mention for that 
indomitable old woman, Marianne F). Those 
pictures yesterday of Jagger strutting his 
stuff sum up foe longevity of the sixties. 


When today’s 50-year-olds were 18, they 
were listening to the most durable music 
this most ephemeral of cultural forms has 
produced. You young things may sneer but 
where are your Mansuns, Holes and Celine 
Dions going to be in SO years' time? Accord- 
ing to foe All Time Top 1000 Albums The 
Beatles are at one, two and three and, in the 
Top Twenty contemporaneity', is repre- 
sented only by Oasis and Radiohead and 
(stretching it a bit) Nirvana, REM and U2. 
What does that say about creative juices 
and popular music’s capacity to renew 
itself? 

Admittedly, this sort of listing is not 
exactly methodologically rigorous. The 
usual practice is for music magazine editors 
to poll their best mates after a night at the 
pub. The Virgin survey consisted of an ail- 
age sample mysteriously weighted by crit- 
ics’ opinions. Besides, as Simon Frith 
pointed out the other day, people’s respons- 
es to these polls need a bit of interpretation. 
Brilliant album that it is (take a bow. Van) 
Astral Weeks gets on every chart mainly 
because it’s a record people respect; they* 
mention it because it reflects well on them. 
The Sex Pistols* Never Mind the Bollocks is, 
similarly, more an album for pop historical 
orienteering than appreciative listening. 

But even that appearance is extraordi- 
nary. A gang of punks revolting against the 
condition of Jim Callaghan's Britain gets in 
at number 13 while at number 6 Beach Boys 
who didn’t surf and (by their own admis- 
sion), could barely play an instrument be- 
tween them when they started, produced a 
work which will be around long after LA 
has disappeared into the San Andreas fault 
The day the music died has been spotted 
before, when Buddy Holly crashed, when 
Elvis was inducted. Now we know: it was 
when the Fab Four played that last set on 
foe roof of foe Apple building in Savile Row. 


Letters to the Editor 


Of loony lambs 
and loonier bans 

Y OUR headline "Consumer 
body raises spectre ofBSE 
in lamb” (September 5) was 
inaccurate. The Consumers’ 
Assoc i a ti o n raised no spectre, 
but responded to a statement 
from SEAC that BSE in sheep 
is a real responsibility. Our 
concern is that the public is 
kept informed ofava&able sci- 
entific evidence and the 
nature of the risk involved. In- 
stead, we have scientists and 
industry bodies making con- 
flicting public statements. 

The responsibility for advis- . 
ing the public lies with the 
Department of Health. And, 
yet again, they have been 
silent 

Sheila McKechnle. 

Director, Consumers’ 
Assoc iation. 

\ AISIONS of Ecstasy by Nigel 
V Wingrove, should be added 
to your list of films that the 
BBFC claims not to have 
banned (September 4). It de- 
picts the sexual fantasies of St 
Teresa of Avila and was de- 
nied a certificate because the 
BBFC thought it might contra- 
vene Britain’s archaic blas- 
phemy law. The European 
Court of Human Rights 
refused an appeal in 1996, say- 
ing that countries have the 
right to retain blasphemy 
laws. 

K Port eons Wood. 

National Secular Society. 

I WAS amused by your letter 
writers’ accounts of taking 
up new. vigorous activities at 
the advanced age of 50-pins 
(September 5. Two years ago, 
at the age of 55, 1 was per- 
suaded by my children to try 
caving. I now go down caves 
whenever 1 can. Last month I 
introduced my 88-year-dld 
father to the sport. He has 
done three underground trips 
and is l ooking forward to his 
fourth. 

LMKarley. 

Wellingborough, 

Northamptonshire. 

AY I oSer a suggestion 


who may be fretting at the 

prospect oflosing their 

nightly fix of television news 

at 10pm (News at Ten heads 

for 6pm, September 3J? As foe 

magic hour approaches, turn 
foeTVoff andtberadioon. 
On BBC Radio 4, they wffl find 

The World Tonight, 45 min- 
utes of joined-up think ing for 

grown-ups. 

Robin Lnstlg- 
Presenter, The 

World Tonight 
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Malcolm Mort. 
Llskeard. Cornwall- 
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Sparks fly over power 


C OMPETITION in sell- 
ing electricity is not “a 
con, a cheat, a lie”, as 
Greg Palast claims (Power 
games, September 3). Custom- 
ers will be able to choose to 
buy from new suppliers, es- 
caping from traditional com- 
panies whose role would then 
be reduced toxgniing out 
wires. supply margin 1 b 
indeed small hut generation 
cost is about half the final 
price to the customer and the 
squeeze welcome here. 

Palasfs one sound podnt is 
his attack an the generation 
market The Conservative gov- 
ernment in 1990 created two 
dominating companies. The 
battle of the unfairly maligned 
regulator. Professor Stephen 
Litflechild, to reduce their 
power is gradually being won. 
If the Government resists the 
protests of the co mpanies , 
helps wife forcing the sale of 
more generating plants, and 
implements the regulator’s 
plans for a genuine who les al e 
market, the pricing of electric- 
ity wd be transformed. 

Introducing competition is 
a costly process hut St will 


bring long-term benefits and 
the cost will be spread over 
some years. Above all, compe- 
tition brings foe wooing of 
customers; and because of 
that, service standards will 
rise, concern for individual 
requirements will increase, 
and prices will &IL 
Pauline Ashley . 

Chairman. South East region, 

Electricity Consumers’ 
Committee. 

/COMPETITION will give in- 
v^centives to suppliers to 
buy electricity contacts at 
keen prices to supply their cus- 
tomers. These purchases ac- 
count for about GO per cent of 
the to tal electricity bilL S o foe 
costs an which competition 
can have an impact account 
for over two-thirds of total 
costs, not 8 per cent as Greg 
Palast claims. 

He stales that “everyone 
must pay £34” to meet the cost 
of systems for foe co mpetitive 
market This is untrue. The 
costs which can be charged to 
domestic customers total ■ 
aroandl per cent of the aver- 
age domestic bHl, or £3 to £4 per 


year. As for foe benefits of 
mm p e tition, average domestic 
bills are some 6 per cent lower 
in reel terms this year than 

lM f, otH fiirtVu»r Rignifiwmt 

reductions are likely to be 
available to customers who 
choose to switch suppliers. 

C Peter Carter. 

Deputy director general. 

Offer (Office ofElectricity ■ 
Regulation). 

LI URRAH for Greg Palast 
n He has brxlliaiiiiy exposed 
the emperor’s new clothes of 
the alleged “open marker in 
electricity supply. I am sad to 
readfoatthe Labour govern- 
ment seems to be colluding in 
this sham. Many erf your read- 
ers must have been as mysti- 
fied as me by foe avalanche cf 
junk mail from putative gas 
and electricity suppliers. It is 
not surprising that only 15 per 
cent of gas consumers have 
switched from British Gas. 
Most people simply do not be- 
lieve the conjuring tricks with 
gas, electricity, pipes, cables 
and meters. 

Dr BN Parsons. 
Berkhamsted, Herts. 


Making a point about vaccination 


IKE every responsible per- 
___ iwishtoseefoeerad- 
icatianafsuch damaging in- 
fections as measles and 
whooping cough — -but not at 
any price. Catherine Bennett 
(Fear epidemic, September 5) 
is correct to say that parents . 
need threats to consent to the 
vaccination of their offspring. 
However, in order to aDow the 
vaccination of my children, I 
would need a copper-bot- 
tamed assurance that th e risk 
of death or serious harm from 
ftp vaccination is outweighed 
by the risk from the relevant 
amasses. 

In the absence of this argu- 
ment I woulddecline the vac- 
cination out of w hat I r egard 
to be inyparental d uty. I reject 
an uiriue risk fr°m vaccina- 
tion just as 1 would reject the 
chance to save the lives cf 10 

strangers* children ova: the 
death of my own child or the 
sp ar in g nfhr atn damage 
to 10 children by accepting 

damage to my own. 

' It is in everyone’s interest 
+Hnt s a fe vaccination should 

go ahead: as in so many other 
areas governnientmust reor- 
dinate action which facilitates 
this in a way congruent to in- 


dividual interests and respan- . 
Abilities. TO this end it must 
strive for separate vaccina- 
tions where requested and rig- 
orous research on vaccine 
safety, while Instituting com- 
pensation for damaged chil- 
dren. 

Gerard P Windsor . 
Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs. 

/CATHERINE Bennett is in- 
V-/ consistent in her conspir- 
acy theories about the NHS. 
She demands that parents 
have the right to treatment 
(separated vaccines) for which 
no evidence ofheneflt exists 

in d eed she admffg that net 

harm could result A short 
while ago she applauded the 
NHS’s resistance to providing 
unproven, probably valueless, 

hOTieopatbjctlierapy despite 

pressure from foe “alterna- 
tive” lobby. 

She confuses the mustngs of 

a solitary research worker 

with hard evidence (which 
has triggered the vaccine con- 
fusion). Where good evidence 
exists for decision-making in 
the NHS— as in vaccine pci- 
icy — we should trust it 
DrTtm Crossley. 
Wolverhampton. 


Duma doubts 

\/O0R leader (Don't knock 
T- the Duma. September 2) 

provided a curious and fllojd- 

i*al wr grnnuTT t Bnnsimw have al- 
ways looked towards a strong 

leader, hence the popular ap- 
peal of Alexander Lebed; a 
heavy dose of GauIHsm Is more 
attractive than rule by thA 
Oommnni.st-influaiced Duma. 

The belief Slat Victor Chano- 
myrdto could win a presiden- 
tial election is gravely mis- 
placed, especially with key 
backers moving towards 
Lebed. Because the presidency 
has far more power in propor- 
tion to the Duma, the popula- 
te te encouraged to vote for 

n dflhaUs in paT-Ham prrtary pity. 

ttons because deputies will 
havexela lively little say in gov- 
erning the country. Regional 

governors, of whom Lebed Is 

wifpr ihotwImIw 
than infop Tr nrroi- 

The central and pressing 
question is whether ordinary 

Russians would like to see a 
strong presidential regime in 
an attempt to genuin^r 
ad dress fog ec onomic ccofll tio c 
of toe people. Star good dr ill foe 
answer is “Yes”. 

Simon J Wilson. 

Ampthill, Bedfordshire. 
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United against the sale of 
Man U to Rupert Murdoch 

A S A Mancunian, and a 
/^Manchester United sup- 


Dire prognosis for NHS managers 


T HE potential redundancy of 
Philip Sanders of Cornwall 
Healthcare Trust highlights 

fop fmpHraHnnQ nf thi> onin- 
tiniimg reor ganisatio n nffop 

NHS (Chief oTNHS crisis trust 
“to get £350,000 pay-off, 
September 7). With the num- 
bers of Trusts reducing, many 
senior managers throughout 
the UK are finding themselves 
without foe possibility of alter 
native NHS employment 
Whilst the First Division 
Association (FDA) wants the 
NHS to be more coherent in the 
way it handles its senior staff 
— and make greater efforts to 
retain those staff who wish to 
stay — redundancies at senior 
level are inevitable under cur- 
rent government plans, and 
redundancies cost money. The 
previous Conservative govern- 


ment insisted that every Trust 
should become an independent 
employer within the broader 
NHS so foe cost of redundan- 
cies at any level of staffing falls 
to the local Trust 
Senior managers — just like 
nurses and doctors — are en- 
titled to their redundancy 
be ne fi t s, the overwh elm i ng 
proportion of which usually 
consist of accrued pension en- 
titlements. There is stiE no co- 
herent framework to deal with 
the personnel consequences of 
foe continuing shake-up of 
Trusts. Until these are put into 
place, hi gh profile but mislead- 
ing reports wiU no doubt per- 
sist where staff at all levels are 
foe victims of yet another 
wave ofreoganisation. 
Jonathan Batune. 

FDA General Secretary. 


I ESLEYRiddocfa states that 
l_male staff have expecta- 
tions of time and boss atten- 
tion that women do not; that 
males with stay-at-home wives 
will appoint similar under- 
lings, and that mra working 
for a younger female boss be- 
have with old-fashioned chiv- 
alry and insecurity (Brtdx 
hunting. September 3). If I 
were less chivalrous I would 
call her a liar. 

Riddocb is smart on feminist 

fallacies but weak on facts. Her 


rilRor-tmi na tion agains t man is 

euphemistically termed “posi- 
tive action for women”. What 
nonsense. With regard to her 


sexist production of the Scots- 
man being a commercial suc- 
cess, fine. I wander why the 
financially astute owners of 
that paper didn’t sack all the 
men and continue producing 

her giriy editio n ? 


Maybe women in Britain 
ran tw arif fop glawg retting 

“and catch up with the women 
In the rest of Europe” because 
too many possess the same 
unisexis t false ass u m pti ons as 
Riddocb — which does not 
maita far gnnd managemen t 
material 
P Maddox. 

Southport 

T O SEE the case against 
Kathryn Dowse as a blight 
on feminism is in itself a com- 
plete misunderstanding of foe 
situation. Surely this is an 
issue about the appointment of 
a 2l-year-tiid manager, regard- 
less other gender? Anyone 
might react in foe same way 

but some have more experi- 
ence in the subtleties of how to 
disguise ft. 

Sophie Mackley . 

Cambridge. 


Why it’s best to take a Liberal approach 


r> AVID Walker (Liberals in 

Usearch of an into Septem- 
ber 4) to understand how 

liberate can be both freedom- 


favour of active statetateryen- 
tion This is because he has 


^jncernofLiberalDanoc- 
racy, which is a fair distribu- 
tion of power. 

Our constitution commits 

rate the building of a “fair 
free and open society . . .in 
which no one shall be en- 
slaved by P9«rty. je^nanre 

or conformity^ and we aim to 
disperse power (and) foster 

diversity.” Hence our praoc* 
copafion with creating a level 


playtog-f5^ through consti- 
tutional chetfas, decentralisa- 
tion, access to infonnation, 
equal opportunities legisla- 
tion etc, and in the economic 
sphere through anti-monopo- 
ly/cartel laws. 

State intervention is justi- 
fied to prevent concoutrations 
and abuses of power as well as . 
toliberate or protect weaker 
com inanities or individuals,. 


We are not laissez-faire be 
causa offhe dangers that - 
those who are politically, eco- 
nomically or socially power- 


fol win exploit the weak, 
hence, in international and 
environmental matters, we 
seek to establish agreed rules. 


Socialists have never 
understood the Liberal prior- 
ity for "holding the ring” 
rather than being prescriptive 
cm economic outcomes or 
social behaviour, and Conser- 
vatives have never under- 
stood our opposition to so- 
called freedom which benefits 
only foe strong. So they fall 
tack rai calling us contradic- 
tory or muddled. But foe rush 
(sometimes by the oddest 
people) to h^ack the Liberal 
label attests to the endurance, 
strength and attraction of our 
Liberal philosophy. 

Baroness Sarah Ludfbrd. 
Vice chair. Lib Dem Federal 
Policy Committee. 


Glad to be under the Searchlight 


interview with me was given 
such prominence (The man 
who said, enough. September 
3). However; I would like to 
correct one statement. Your 
reporter said I had been left 
with no family and no country 
and belong nowhere after my 
years of worktagas a mole for 
Searchlight inside the 
National Front and the British 
National Party. This is very 
far from foe truth. Searchlight 
took me in when 2 needed 
somewhere to go to expose 
racial and Nazi violence. They 
not only looked after me but we 
formed a dose and enduring 
friendship. Al t hough I had to - 


leave Britain because of the 
danger to my family and my- 
self a journey that could not 
have been made without 
Searchlight’s support, I 

r emain nnutTiam niffy Bri tish 

Today Searchlight considers 
me part of the team and we do a 
considerable amount of work 
together by way of research for 
TV programmes and articles. 
Gerry Gable, Searchlight’s edi- 
tor, made mea part of his fam- 
ily; today I have two families, 
my own and Searchlight De- 
spite foe ongoing danger I have 
rejoined society not stayed 
outside It 
Matthew Collins. 

London. 


porter for 51 years, I applaud 
your leader (September 7) 
relating fop club’s importance 
to the city itself The other 
major reason for Manchester 
being known around the 
world is foe Guardian. Surely 
the greatest legacy Martin Ed- 
wards, United’s chairman, 
could leave the city is to use 
hisshareholding, together 
with that of the supporters, to 
set up a trust, like foe Guard- 
ian, which would own foe club 
in perpetuity. This wouldn’t 
prevent United pile from mak- 
ing profits, but would ensure 
foe heart and soul of the dub 
remains in Manchester. 

In this 40th anniversary year 
of the Munich air crash foe 
ghosts of Matt Busby and 
those who died demand it 
Roger Brierley. 

London. 

\X0Utry to live a decent life. 
T You refuse to even look at, 
let alone purchase the Times 
or the Sun, because of their 


proprietor. You won’t sub- 
scribe to BSkyB because you 
refuse to put money into Mur- 
doch's pocket Then he goes 
and buys your football team. 
What can you do? 

Martin B CrodkaH- 
Stockport, Lancs. 

I r VE retained my home-town 
I connections via my football 
team, and fallowed them 
through Munich, George Best 
Denis Law, Wembley 1968, foe 
barren years and on to Rotter- 
dam 1991, Cantona and the 
class of ’92. Only this Murdoch- 
Edwards pact could make me 
contemplate supporting Man- 
chester City. It really is that 
bad. 

John Chapman. 

Brussels. 

"THE takeover of Manches- 
I ter United by BSkyB Is 
surely inevitable — in Giggs 
and Beckham they already 
have two dishes playing for 
them. 

Olivia Barrett (aged 10). 
London. 


I won’t be bossed by a woman 






to FREE 

Calls* 

"When I moved 
herefrom Sydney, 

1 w» shocked to 
discover that within « 
few weeks of phoning 
home through ar. my 
home phone bill was 
nearly a hundred 
pounds. When I 
switched to PIUMUS it 
made a huge dif fere n ce to 
the cost And - aO I do Is 
simply tap In four 
digits before I dial” . 

Ph&p West (Beriahkw) 

A mJ Primus customer. 
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Tta Guenon 


Inge Aicher-Scholl 


Keeper of the White Rose 


I NGE Aicher-Scholl, who 
has died aged 81. was an 
educationalist and peace 
campaigner who be- 
came the conscience of 
post-war Germany following 
the execution of her brother 
and sister for organising 
resistance against the Nazis. 
Hans and Sophie Scholl, stu- 
dents at Munich University, 
were beheaded in February 
1943 for distributing leaflets 
on behalf of the Weisse Rose 
(White Rose) resistance 
group. 

Although Inge was not a 
m emb er of the White Rose, 

she was imprisoned for six 
months following the execu- 
tion, along with the rest of 
her family. Her account of the 
resistance group, first pub- 
lished In 1962, ranks along- 
side The Diary of Anne Frank 
as one of the most influential 
books on the Third Reich for 
the post-war generation of 
Germans. 

When the war ended, she 
devoted herself to creating 
through education and politi- 
cal activism the society Hit- 
ler's internal opponents 
referred to as * Das andere 
Deutschland " — the other 
Germany. She buQt with her 


own hands (literally) one of 
the country's first post-war 
adult education centres, 
opened a design school as a 
successor to Bauhaus and. In ■ 
her sixties, was arrested for 
her part in protests against 
American nuclear missiles. 

Inge was the daughter of 
Robert Scholl, a liberal- 
minded accountant who en- 
couraged his live children to 
read widely and think freely. 
“My father was a democrat 
during the days of the Wei- 
mar Republic and opposed all 
forms of rightwing extrem- 
ism. It was a very Important 


By 1942, Hans and Sophie 
were studying at Munich Uni- 
versity where they met a 
group of like-minded medical 
students and formed the 
White Rose. The origin erf 1 the 
group's name is unclear but 
its aim was simple — to en- 
courage Germans to resist 
Hitler, passively at first and 
then actively. 

The students crept through 
the streets of Munich in the 


| attempting to buy large quan- 
tities immediately fan under 
official suspicion. 

The leaflets reported on the 
mass extermination of the 
Jews and other atrocities 
committed by the Nazis and 
the SS and called for the cre- 
ation of a new Germany after 
the end of the war. One read. , 
“For the sake of future gen- 
erations, an example must be 
set after the war so that no 


political basis that we chil- 
dren benefited from," she 


said last year. 

Robert Scholl warned his 
children -against Hitler from 
the start but Hans joined the 
Hitler Youth and Inge became 
a group leader of its female 
equivalent, the Bund Deut- 
sche Maedels (BDM). Hans 
soon became disillusioned 
with the Nazis and attempted 
to establish his own, liberal 
group within the Hitler ' 
Youth. This prompted a Ge- 
stapo raid on the Scholl home j 
in 1937 which confirmed the 
family’s reputation as ene- 
mies of the regime. 


Inge was convinced that education was 
the key to reforming Germany after the 
war and to ensuring that the horror of Nazi 
dictatorship should not happen again 


dead of night, painting slo- 
gans such as “Down with Hit- 
ler" and “Freedom]'' on prom- 
inent walls. They printed, 
copied and distributed anti- 
Nazi leaflets, leaving them in 
telephone books In public 
phone boxes and sending 

them as ft* 1 * afield a s Wamh m-g 

and Berlin. This was an ex- 
tremely risky enterprise, not i 
least because paper and enve- 
Lopes were scarce and anyone | 


one will ever have the slight- 
est desire to try anything Him 
this ever again. Do not forget 
the minor scoundrels of this 
system; note their names, so 
that no one may escape ... 
We sha ll not be silent — we 
are your guilty conscience. 
The White Rose will not leave 
you in peace.” 

On the morning of Febru- i 
ary 18, 1943, Hans and Sophie 
Scholl entered the university 1 


with a large suitcase filled 
with leaflets, placing stacks of 
them outside each lecture 
hall. As they left the building, 
they realised there were 
many leaflets left in the suit- 
case. They turned, climbed 
the stairs to the top landing of 
the glass-roofed inner court. | 
where Sophie dumped the 
remaining contents of the 
suitcase into the courtyard 

below. 

A janitor spotted them and 
they were arrested and 
charged with high treason, 
along with their best friend, 
Christoph FrobsL After a trial 
lasting just four hours, all 
three were condemned to 
death by guillotine, a sen- 
tence carried oift the same 
afternoon. 

The Gestapo arrested the 
rest of the Scholl family and 
after Inge's release from 
prison she spent the final 
months of the war with her 
moth e r and sister in the 
Black Forest where they were 
soon joined by Oti Aicber, 
another opponent of the 
Nazis, whom she married a 
few years later. 

Inge was convinced that 
education was the key to 
reforming Germany after the 


war and to ensuring that the 
horror of Nazi dictatorship 
should not happen ag»|(n, “Ex- 
plaining what happened as 
precisely and honestly as 
possible. My husband sug- 
gested I should -set up- thfa 
; adult education centre,”- she 
said. 

While other inhab i tant s of , 
the Bavarian town of Ulm ; 
were attempting to organise ! 
their next meal or a few 
pieces of firewood, she went 
looking for rooms and teach- 
ers for her school. She built 
the school brick by brick, fer- 
rying rubble across town on 
her bicycle. 

Resources were so limited 
at first that lecturers were 
given a light bulb before each 
class which they were in- 
structed to return to the sec- 
retary as soon as they were 
finished. Yet she a ttracted 
some of Germany's leading 
literary figures to her school, 
including Heinrich Boell and 
Martin Buber. 

Inge and Oti opened a Col- 
lege of Design In Dim In 1963; 
hoping to oontlnue file pre- 
war Rjmhp iw tradition. She 
ran the college for 21 years 
but continued to devote much 
of her time to keeping alive 




Aicher-SchoQ: conscience of post-war Germany 


the memory, of the White 
Rose. 

• During the 1960s. she joined 
the songwriter Wolf Bler- 
'mann In protests a gains t the 
stationing of United States 
medium-range nuclear mis- 
siles in Germany. She was 
arrested in 19SS for taking 
part in a sit-down at a nuclear 
base and given a suspended 
prison sentence. 

A shadow fell over her life 
when Oti was killed in a road 
incident and, a few months 
before her own death, she was 
still grieving for him. ‘T miss 
him all the time, quite apart 


from anything personal ur 
romantic. I just miss him.” 
she said. “We sat at the table 
outside every evening and 
drank a bottle of wine and he 
would say nothing. There was 
a time when I suffered with 
him on account of that. But 
then one day I thought, be 
silent with him. That's the 
best thing, then you're 
together.” 


Danis Staunton 


Inge Aicher-Scboll. writer and 
educationalist, bom August 11. 
1617; died September 4, 1998 


Lai Waterson 


shadow 


L AL Waterson. who has 
died of cancer aged 55, 
was one of Britain's 
most celebrated folk singers 
and a member of The Water- 
sons, the Yorkshire family 
group whose passionate unac- 
companied harmonies have 
been the driving force of 
English traditional song for 
the past three decades. Yet 
her most telling contribution 
may not have been as a singer 
at aH but as a songwriter 
whose inventiveness was 
deeply underrated and only 
rarely showcased due to The 
Watersons’ popularity as tra- 
ditional performers. 

Her 1996 album. Once in a 
Blue Moon, when she teamed 
up with her guitarist/pro- 
ducer son Oliver Knight, was 
a haunting work, demonstrat- 
ing the dark qualities of her 
earthy voice and a range of 
songs Involving mysterious 
characters and deep emotions. 
Yet it was eclipsed by the 
success of her sister. Norma 
Waterson. whose album came 
out in the same year. 

That Lai's work was over- 
looked was largely due to her 
modesty. She disliked public- 
ity and avoided interviews. 
Yet behind closed doors she 
was a warm, kind-hearted 
woman, fiercely committed to 
her family and her roots. 





First family of folk: (from left) Lai, Martin Carthy, niece Rachel Waterson, Norma Waterson, Mike Waterson 


She was brought up in Hull 
by an Irish, part-gypsy grand- 
mother, whose incessant in- 
formal singing sessions im- 
bued the whole family with a 
love of music, ranging from 
music-hall to jazz and opera, i 
Lai, elder brother Mike, sister 
Norma and cousin John Har- 
rison flirted with skiffle be- 
fore gravitating towards 
English folk song. Their dy- 
namic sin g in g and colourflil 
repertoire rapidly established 
the family group at the fore- 


front of the burgeoning folk 
revival of the early 1960s. It 
was a role mtenwxi by their 
involvement with one of the 
earliest folk dubs of the day. 
The Bluebell in Hull, where 
they established their reputa- 
tion as pioneers of the 
English traditional music 
revival with their early al- 
bums, The Watersons, York- 
shire Garland and Frost & 
Fire. 

Lai never intended to be a 
singer. She went to art school 


and trained as a painter and 
weaver; for seven years die 
worked as an heraldic artist 
pa hiring coats of arms, and 
continued to paint through- 
out her career. Her writing 
blossomed during The Water- 
sons’ four-year “retirement" 
from 1968. Lai, married to 
George Knight, started turn- 
ing her prolific output of poet- 
ry into song form — work 
unveiled with a vengeance on 
The Watersons’ controversial 
comeback album of 1972. 


Bright Phoebus. Backed by an 
electric band which included 
Richard Thompson, Lai's 
complex, brooding tales par- 
ticularly confhsed the die- 
hards. Yet her material from 
that landmark album has 
proved exceptionally durable. 
Enraptured by its ‘ 'Berg- 
man esque” imagery, June 
Tabor still features The Scare - 1 
crow — one of the album’s 
most demanding songs — in 
her own set 

With Nonna’s husband, 


Martin Carthy, now in the 
group. The Watersons went 
on to release a succession . of 
plassir ^hnm«j through the 
1970s and 1980s, notahly For 
Pence and Spicey Ale. and In 
1977 Lai and Norma recorded 
a fascinating duet album A 
True Hearted Girl, which also 
featured Lai’s young daughter 
Maria. 

Fartiy due to ill health and 
partly to disenchantment 
with life on the road, Lai 
withdrew from public perfor- 


Codri Irwfn 


Mary Lou Clements-Mann 


An enemy of Aids 

P ROFESSOR Mary Lou I vaccine research and develop- 1 First at the 
Clements-Mann, who mem efforts. Mar yland , and 

died with her husband. Marv Lou. who was 51. Honldns where 


P ROFESSOR Mary Lou 
Clements-Mann. who 
died with her husband. 
Jonathan Mann, in the Swiss- 
air cr ash, was a globally im- 
portant figure in the field of 
Aids vaccines. After studying 
and conducting trials with 
her, students returned to 
Thailand, Uganda and a dozen 
other countries to set up their 
own national vaccine units 
A principal investigator for 
the US National Institutes of 
Health, she was a zealous ad- 
vocate of the controversial 
Idea that every promising 
new Aids vaccine Should be 
immediately and thoroughly 
evaluated in human studies. 
Both she and her husband, a 
former director of the World 
Health Organisation's Global 
Programme on Aids, had pub- 
licly criticised the slow pace 
of the US government's Aids 


vaccine research and develop- 
ment efforts. 

Mary Lou. who was 51, 
graduated in chemistry at 
Texas Tech University and 
received her doctorate in 
medicine from the University 
of Texas Southwestern. She 
also studied at Temple Uni- 
versity Hospital, the London 
School of Hygiene and Tropi- 
cal Medicine and Johns Hop- 
kins University in Baltimore, 
where she received her Mas- 
ter of Public Health degree. 

Her first professional duties 
were in India. Initially as 
special epidemiologist and 
then as state co-ordinator, for 
the WHO smallpox eradica- 
tion programme. Participa- 
tion in this magnificent tri- 
umph led to a lifelong 
commitment to research on 
vaccines for a wide variety of 
microbial disease threats. 


First at the University of 

Mar yland , and then at Johns 
Hopkins where she was direc- 
tor of the Centre for Immunl- 
sation Research, she con- 
ducted more than 100 research 
studies Involving thousands of 
volunteers. Her special talent 
was in studies of experimental 
vaccines in healthy h umans. 
in such a way that safety was 
always paramount but scien- 
tific yield was maximised. 

With an unparalleled 
understanding of how vac- 
cines react in normal per- 
sons, she worked to develop 
and test the rotavirus vaccine 
which protects infants and 
children against deadly epi- 
demic viral diarrhoea, and 
conducted pivotal clinical 
research studies In a number 
of Influenza vaccines. 

The couple were married 
only 20 months but it was 



Vyakamam Lakshmipathy 


A taste of Indian music 

V YAKARNAM Lakshmi- 1 
pathy, who has died 
aged 80, was best known I 


Mary Lou; special talent 


apparent that this was the 
happiest period of Mary Lou’s 
life. They were unselfcons- 
cions in their display of affec- 
tion and while away Jona- 
than would send her flowers 
every day. I have no doubt 
they were holding hands in 
their final moment s together. 


;S Burte 


Mary Lou Clements-Mann, epi- 
demiologist, bom September 17, 
1946; died September 2, 1998 


CORRECTIONS & CLARIFICATIONS 


IN OUR report about the 


cAnic strip version of A la 
imherche du temps perdu 
(page 12 , yesterday), we added 
10 years to Proust’s age. He 
was bom on July 10, 1871, and 
died on November 18 , 1922, 
making him 51 not 61. 


WHEN Sir Edward Heath, 
listed ihe supporters of Dr 
Martin Neary. the former or- 
ganist of Westminster Abbey, 
(Page 6. yesterday), he men- 
tioned the composer John 
Tavener (not John Taverner, 
who died In 1545). 


we 1 said the monument over- 
looking the club’s ground 
commemorated “the hunts- 
man John Peel". As the 
author of the piece pointed 
out in his match report (page 
3, Sport, yesterday), it has 
nothing to do with John FeeL 
It was built in honour of Sir 
Robert Peel, the Prime Minis- 
ter, to say fhnnlr you for , 
repealing the Corn Laws I 
(1846). | 


well Road, as the contents 
strip on the front of G2 said 
yesterday. 


IN OUR strip across the top of 
Page 2 yesterday, advertising 
the contents of today's paper, 
we mentioned Linda Grant's 
column. Don’t look for it She 
began a six-month sabbatical 
last week. • 


Giles Gilbert Scott The Giles 
is included to distinguish him 
from bis famous grandfather 
Sir (George) Gilbert Scott, 
and from his lesser-known 
father, another George Gil- 
bert Scott 


IN A report about Ramsbot- 
tom Uhlted Football Club, 
(page 4, Sport September 4), 


HORSHAM, mentioned in 
Zeitguest (page 5, Guar dian 
Weekend, September 5), Is in 
West Sussex, not East Sussex. 


READERS who noticed that 
the date on Page 2, G2, yester- 
day, was December 7, were 
right not to panic. 


FRED and Rose West lived at 
25 Cromweill Street not Crom- 


THE DESIGNER of the red 
telephone box (page 3. Space 
supplement southern edi- 
tions, September 4), was Sir 


It is the policy of the Guardian 
to correct errors as soon as 
possible. Please Quote date and 
page number. Readers may 
contact the office of the Read- 
ers' Editor by telephoning 0171 
239 9539 between 11am and 
5pm, Monday to Friday. Sur- 
fuce mail to Readers’ Editor. 
The Guardian, 119. Farring- 
don Road, London EClR 3ER. 
Fax: 0171 239 9897. Email: 
reader@guardian.co.uk 


V YAKARNAM Lakshmi- 
pathy, who has died 
aged 80, was best known 
in this country as the founder 
of the UK University Indian 
Classical Music Circuit that 
set standards for around a 
decade. But that was only one 
episode in a life — as diplo- 
mat, promoter and philan- 
thropist — packed with move- 
ment, energy, drama. He had 
no sense of setf-importance, 
indeed, he was impishly ir- 
reverent, but always retained 
a sense of old-world formality. 

Born in south India be 
gained the honorific first 
nnrnp ‘'Vy akamam 1 1 as part of 
his heritage. His forebears 
Vmri moved farther south in 
the teeth of Invasion and 
finally reached the Mysore 
court. The ruler had quickly 
realised that a group of cul- 
tured Brahmins stood before 
him, and awarded than the 
title Vyakamam or 

“ grMmm»i»iar> ri 

Although Lakshmipathy 
did not start school until he 
was 11 — plague in the area 
meant that bis family were 
constantly moving between 
towns. — he still managed to 
live up to the title. He gradu- 
ated with a science degree, 
and first worked in Simla 
with the British military, 
monitoring wartime Japanese 
broadcasts to India. 

After independence in 1947, 
he became involved with the 
Indian Labour Forum in its 
fights for workers’ rights, he - 1 
fore entering the Indian dlplo* i 
matlc service. Trade became 
his speciality. After his first 
Bangkok posting, he was sent 
to New Zealand. He was then 
seconded to the Engineering 
Export Promotion Council, 
with postings around the 



Lakshmipathy: irreverent 


world. Finally work brought 
him to London, where he de- 
cided in 1972 to take early 
retirement and settle. 

But retirement did not 
mean stasis. He turned to cul- j 
tore, and the music he so 
greatly loved . Remembering 
Beijing, where he had once 
watched a young Chinese 
woman performing Indian 
Bharat Natyam classical 
dance Impeccably, he was 
.convinced that audiences 
needed access to deeper 
knowledge than could, be got 
from a single performance. 


An honourable, upright 
man, he was never soured by 
the world's fairing s ; toe gram- 
marian In him - firmly be- 
lieved that people could be 
changed He would write and 
phone the Arts Council to 
ex plain the nuances of Indian 
music to officers — whom he 
charmed. He explained the 
background to the Kashmir 
dispute to Tony Blair ‘and 
Robin Cook. It is to be hoped 
that Blair and Co win notice 
the absence of mail from their 
erudite correspondent and 
regret its less. 

He is survived by one son. 


T HE result was the UK 
University Music Cir- 
cuit, which he set up ; 
with the crucial backing of I 
his wife Mohana — a veena ! 
player of distinction. The Cir- [ 
cult brought quality players 
from India, to play In univer- 
sities, but also to take work- 
shops and give explanatory, 
lecture-demonstrations. At 
Its height, 30 institutions had 
bought into it 
It ran for just under 12 
years, but sadly, was just be- 1 


Kasnem Khan 


Vyakamam Lakshmipathy, pro- 
moter, philanthropist, bom July 
15. 1918; died August 18. 1998 


A Country Diary 


SOMERSET: On a' hot and 
still Sunday afterno on nea r 
Muchelney. groups of drowsy 
cattle huddled in shady cor- 
ners. The grass was dry, and 
there was a haze across the 
distance where only the per- 
pendicular church towers in- 
terrupt foe flatness. Muchel- 
neymeans “the great island." 
and the .Jtynafe isolation in 
the 7th century, when Inc, 
king of ^ -West Saxons. 


PHOTOGRAPH; DAVE PEABODY 


mance completely, living in 
Robin Hood’s Bay in North 
Yorkshire, devoting herself to 
writing and a loose Involve- 
ment, with the No Master's 
music co-operative. She bad 
just completed a new album 
with son Oliver shortly before 
her death. 


Lai (Elaine) Waterson. folk 
singer, bom February 15, 1943; 
died September 4. 1998 


Froda, mus . ... 

it as a site for - a .monastic 
settlement — large enough-for 
self-supporting agriculture, 
yet protected from the dis- 
tractions of the secular world 
by miles of marsh or water on 
all sides. 

It is difficult, when condi- 
tions Eire dry. to Imagine 
water seeping up close to the 
village, or to see the place as 
noticeably separated from its 
surroundings. But the sense 
of isolation still returns, de- 
spite modem irrigation sys- 
tems. when rain and tide 
bring floods. The last time I 
had been at Muchelney two of 
the three roads out were 
under water. This August 
Sunday, while families wait- 
ing for their tour at the Abbey 
ruins spread their picnics in 
the shade, a resident told me 
how, though the eye scarcely 
notices that the surrounding 
country is significantly 
lower, the periodic floods 
demonstrate just how clev- 
erly the original lay settlers 
made their dwellings along a 
ribbon of higher ground, so 
that even when cars have to 
be parked at a distance, above 
water-level, and people fer- 
ried to and fro on wagons 
piled with hay-bales, the vil- 
lage houses do not flood, 
though one comes close 
enough to have a dip-stick to 
monitor the water level under 
the floor. 

The favourable aspect of 
Muchelney retained its ap- 
peal long after the dissolu- 
tion. so that the Abbot's 
house survived for centuries 
as the spacious home of 
people who farmed toe land , 
and still sits splendidly 
amongst toe ruins. 

JOHN VALLINS 


fore its time. Arts flmding 
bodies had still not recog- 
nised the needs of music 
other than western, and uni- 
versities themselves were 
under financial pressure. 
When his wife died in 1990, 
the Circuit continued for a 
time, but the heart bad gone 
out of it. However it had es- 
tablished a benchmark. 

But Lakshmipathy was not 
one to stay silent Disgusted 
by what he considered bad 
management of some eye-dis- 
ease projects in India that 
catered to the poor, he em- 
braced the cause of inter-ocu- 
lar lenses (IOL). He worked 
away at his old typewriter 
calling on his vast network of 
friends, colleagues and rela- 
tives. Thus did the “eye 
camps" emerge and he per- 
suaded the Commonwealth 
Secretariat to award an grant 
for 10 ophthalmologists a year 
to train in En gbmri in IOL 
techniques. 


Birthdays 


Mike Aaronson. director- 
general, Save the Children. 
51; Frankie Avalon, singer, 
58; Sir .Peter Maxwell 
Davies, composer, 64; 
Michael Frayn, author and 
playwright, 65; Margaret 
Hodge, MP, under-secretary 
of state for education, 54; 
Rachel Hunter, actress, 30; 
Fred Jarvis, farmer general 
secretary, NUT. 74; Sir Denys 
Lasdun, architect, 84; Vice- 
Admiral Sir Roy Ne-man, 
63; Jack Rosenthal, play- 
wright, 67; Sir Harry Se- 
combe. comedian and singer, 
77; Prof Ernst Sondheimer, 
mathematician, 75. 
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y clear threat 



Whose 
code on 

the firing 
pad, whose 
finger on 
the trigger? 


When political chaos reigns in 
Moscow to whom do sub captains 
and missile engineers stay loyal 
and obedient? Computers fail, 
repairs aren’t done and “command 
and control” is a moveable feast. 
Despite all that says Richard 
Norton-Taylor Russian nukes 
are safer than they look. 


S N FEBRUARY last year 
workers at the Impute 
institute near St Peters- 
burg responsible for 
maintaining the control 
systems of Russia’s 
nuclear inter cont inental bat j 
listic missile system wexit on 
strike. They had not been paid 
for eight months and their 
equipment was deterior ating 
because of a lack of funds. 
Three days later; the Russian 
defence minister. Igor Rodi- 
onov, already angry about the I 
state of his country’s conven- 
tional forces, decided to have 
it out with the president, 
Boris Yeltsin. Failing to get in 
touch with him by phone — 
Yeltsin was ill — Rodionov ; 
wrote him a deeply disturbing 
letter. “If the shortage of 
funds persists.. -Russia may 
soon approach a threshold 
beyond which its missiles and 
nuclear systems become 
uncontrollable" (1). 

On Wednesday last General 
Aleksandr Lebed, governor of 
the Krasnoyarsk region in 
Siberia said he bad warned 
President Clinton that the sit- 
uation in Russia was cata- 
strophic “The situation is 
worse than in 1917. Now we 
have huge stockpiles of pooriy 
guarded nuclear weapons". 

Exaggeration? Rodionov 
may simply have been seizing 


an opportunity to summon 
political support tor increases 
in Russia’s defence budget 
Lebed, an-' eye an the presi- 
dency for himself, was after 

hmfllineL Hr lflrrwt to sh ock — 

when he was visited by West- 
ern intelligence agents after 
claiming that nuclear mater- 
ial hidden in 100 suitcases bad 
gone missing, he quickly 
backtracked. Yet governments 
and independent analysts in 
the West are increasingly wor- 
ried. In 1994 Clinton and 
Yeltsin agreed to stop target- 
ing strategic missiles at each 
other’s country but the move 
was militarily to <tt c wfflwint - 
re-loading a computer-target- 
ing system into a missile can 
be done in a matter of sec- 
onds. Besides, who controls 
Russia’s nudear arsenal? Yel- 
sttn’s grip on power is fast 
eroding, along with support 
from a demoralised military 
Yet Russia, like the United 
Kingdom, still clings to a 
“launch on wanting" strategy 
In the old days, the Soviets 
were very careful about com- 
mand and control but we are 
in a wholly new ban-game”, 
says Paul Rogers of Bradford 
University’s School of Peace 
Studies “The bottom line is 
we have never experienced a 
major nudear power threat- 
ening to come apart”. 


At last week's Moscow sum- 
mit Clinton and Yeltsin signed 
an agreement to share infor- 
mation on test-firing of mis- 
siles and launches of space 
vehicles launches. “This will 
reduce the possibility of 
nuclear war by mistake or 
accident", said Clinton. This, 
according to Robert Bell, Clin- 
ton’s special assistant for 
national security affairs, was 
“especially relevant at a time 
wh en Russia’s early warning 
system is under stress from 
budget difficulties, systems 
failures and the closure of 
early warning radars on the 
soil of nations outside Rus- 
sia”. Independent American 
experts were warning last 
year that only a third erf Rus- 
sia’s modern early-warning 
radars were working at all, 
and at least two erf the nine 
sites in its array of missile- 
warning satellit e s were empty 
In early 1995 there was a 
serious incident. Early on the 
morning of 25 January a Nor- 
wegian- American research 

team launched a large four, 
stage Black Brant XU rocket 
as part of a long-term pro- 
gramme to observe the North- 
ern Lights. To avoid false 
alarms, such experiments 
were notified in advance to 
the Russian authorities, and 
the Norwegian foreign mtn- 
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istry had sent them a letter 
announcing the impending 
launch. Possibly as a result of 
the chaotic state of the Russ- 
ian bureaucracy at the time, 
the message was not received 
by Russian radar crews (2). 
The Black Brant XII rocket 
was much larger than those 
used in previous experi- 
ments and its four stages 
resembled the mulitple stages 
of an American submarine- 
launched Trident mlKsfip 
Aware that a Trident missile 
launched off the north coast 
of Norway could scatter 
night nuclear bombs over 
Moscow within 15 minutes, 
the radar operators immedi- 
ately alerted their superiors: 
The message passed from Rus- 
sia’s command and control 
system, Kazbek, to Yeltsin 
who quickly contacted his top 
advisers on the telephone. For 
the first tune, his “nuclear 
briefcase” was activated. The 
radar crews continued to 
track the missile. After about 
eight minutes — a few min- 
utes short of the procedural 
deadline to respond to an 
impending nuclear attack — 
the trackers decided the mis- 
sile was heading out to sea 
and was no threat to Russia 
after all (3). That sort of risk 
led to this week’s agreement 
in Moscow But the danger 
does not come only from mis- 
takes or accidents. There is a 
widespread view that Russia’s 
c ommand and control system, 
rigidly formalised and hierar- 
chical in tiie days of the 
Soviet Union, could fall apart. 
“A collapse of economic mar- 
kets that leads to la ruble] 
devaluation. ..could indeed 
lead to a chaos in which con- 
trol of dangerous weapons 
and [nuclear] weapons mater- 
ial could be even less secure” 

1 That’s Graham Allison, an 
expert on Russia’s nudear 
weapons systems at Harvard 
University and a former Pen- 
i tagon official 14). A strong 
supporter of the injection of 
! more financial support for 
i Russia, he said “I would be 
more frightened than they 
[the US defence secretary and 
rhairman of the Joint Chiefc 


of Staff] are about the extent 
of the meltdown of authority 
in the Russian military and 
security ministries. I think 
the description ‘progressive 
degradation 1 [of central 
nudear c ommand and con- 
troll is correct If we need a 
metaphor for it, it is the Mir 
space programme — which of 
course is of a piece with their 
military programme — where 
computers M, systems 
degrade, repairs are intermit- 
tent and in which life becomes 
more precarious". 

Physical problems are 
essentially the result of Rus- 
sia's financial crisis. They are 
compounded by the erosion of 
political c on trol, and in par- 
ticular the growing tensions 
between Yeltsin and the mili- 
tary exemplified by Lebed. 

Formally Russia’s nudear 
command and control system 
is secured through two differ- 
ent types of code which are 
constantly chang ed: an 

authenticating code and an 
enabling coda The authenti- 
cating code is designed to 
ensure that the president, the 
co mmanded in chtef , alo ne 
can order regional command 
centres on land and sub- 
marines at sea to launch an 
attack. To put it simply, the 
telep hon e rings, the military 


commander knows it is the 

president on the line by the 
digital code be gives. The com- 
manders then punch in 
enabling codes to activate 
their weapons systems. (The 
locking system of some, but 
by no means all, of these 
enabling codes have recently 
been strengthened with Amer- 
ican technical help. ) 


M OWEVER. it has 
always been a 
myth that a sin- 
gle person — the 
president — is in 
control of the 
authenticity code. His author- 
ity is essentially no minal. 
Other people have access to it 
and can chang e it. This Would 
happen anyway if Yeltsin 
were shot. There is no single, 
central transmitter from the 
Kremlin, Russia’s political 
centre, to all military regional 
commands. The coded system 
could be Infiltrated as it com- 
municated to the commands 
via the Russian defence min- 
istry The issue is not one of 
ac c ess, or of central control. It 
Is one of security 
It is also a question of loy- 
alty The enabling codes which 
unlock the weapons can be 
broken without the authenti- 
cating code from the central 


(political control) system. And 
these enabling controls are 
held in regional command 
centres. “A lot of Russian 
weapons systems are not sub- 
ject to direct physical control 
even formally; they rely ulti- 
mately on loyalty and obedi- 
ence to procedures", 
according to Shaun Gregory 
an acknowledged authority on 
command and control systems 
at the Bradford School. 

The Russian command and 
control system is more vul- 
nerable to seizure of central 
power by the military how- 
ever unlikely this scenario 
has come to look. Meanwhile 
some of Russian's nuclear 
submarines are not subject to 
control by any enabling code 
system, nor are some of its 
Sorter-range tactical nudear 
weapons systems. This is not 
unique. Britain’s Trident mis- 
sile submarine commanders ! 
are also subject only to the 
authenticating coda But 
while in the Russian case, this 
is the result of wartime exi- 
gencies — with submarines 
and battlefield commanders 
assumed to be out of contact 
with regional command cen- 
tres — in Britain it is based on 
the assumption that central 
political control will always 
be legitimate. Royal Navy 
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The angry minigter, Igor Rodionov and the shocking general, Aleksandr Lebed 


commanders have been 
affronted by any suggestion 
they would not automatically 
be loyal to the “authenticator" 
— i.e. the prime minister. 

The possibility of genuine 
mistakes and accidental 
launches remains as long as 
the United States and Russia 
keep to their present military 
doctrines and as long as they 
possess so many nudear 
weapons. American govern- 
ment officials. Including 
Stansfield Turner, ex-director 
of the CIA, have suggested 
more radical moves. These 
include "de-alerting" and elec- 
tronic “seals" that guarantee 
an essential component of a 
missile has not been replaced 
alter removal. The ultimate 
goal must be to separate 
nudear warheads from their 
missiles and then eliminate 
them. Credible verification 
procedures would be needed- 

Such steps would be 
opposed by those who still fear 
a secretly-prepared surprise 
attack. Yet despite the vulner- 
ablity of Russia’s nudear 
command and control system, 
the possibility of rogue sec- 
tions of the military planning 
to use or threaten to use 
nudear weapons must be 
remote. What would be the 
point? A more realistic threat 
is the danger of demoralised, 
impoverished, Russian sol- 
diers selling nudear material 
to rogue regimes and envi- 
ronmental damage from 
degraded nudear systems. 

Sourees (1) TaJdng Nudear 
Weapons off Hair-Trigger Alert. 
Scientific American, November 
1 077:18} Learning from the Cold 
War Co nfr on ta t i on, chapter for 
forthcoming book by Paul Rogers. 
Deconstructing the Cold War. 

(3) the tale is told in fufl in the 
Scientific American artide;f4) 
Aviation Week and Space 
Technology, July 20, 1 998. 
Graphics Sources: University of 
Bradford School of Peace Studies: 
institute of Strategic Studies. 
Graphics: Paddy Allen 
R ese arc h: Jane Crinnion. 

Matthew Keating 
Richard Norton-Taylor is the 
Guardian S security editor. 
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Glimmer of hope in world markets 


on tax to 

lift debt 
burden 


Shares surge in London 


Marie Minor 

Deputy Financial Edfftor 


L ONDON'S Stock 
market recorded its 
second highest 
points rise on record 
as share prices 
around the world were rallied 
by the prospect of lower US 
interest rates. 

But on the foreign ex- 
changes the pound slipped to 
its lowest level for three 
months against the fi rman 
mark. 

Global stock market senti- 
ment was boosted by weekend 
comments from the US Fed- 
eral Reserve chairman, Alan 
Greenspan, which hinted that 
lower borrowing costs were 
on the way. The growing con- 
sensus that UK interest rates 
have peaked and that they 
could be cut before the end of 
the year helped to push the 
pound below DM2.87. 


Larry EHkrtt 
Economics Editor 


A ID agencies are to 
step up their pres- 
sure on the Govern- 
ment to act unilater- 
ally to ease the 
burden on the world’s poorest 
nations as new figures 
showed that writing off offi- 
cial debts to the UK would 
cost the average taxpayer less 
than 4p a week. 

Using data supplied by the 
House of Commons library, 
the Jubilee 200Q coalition said 
Britain "could easily afford to 
carry out a total cancellation 
of the debts owed to it by the 
poorest countries in the de- 
veloping world". 

Development agencies are 
«ning on the UK — which 
has been at the forefront of 
attempts to speed up assis- 
tance to more impoverished 
natio ns — to take the lead in 
restoring momentum to the 
debt-cancellation programme. 

They are concerned that a 
lack of political will and a 
concentration on the crisis In 
Asia has resulted In the 
Heavily Indebted Poor 
Country Initiative (HIPC) — ; 
launched two years ago by the i 
World Bask and the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund — 
being a missed opportunity. 

Oxfam international a 
Bank/Fund progress report 
into HIPC — being considered 
by the Hank today and by the 
Fund on Thursday — was a 
‘‘whitewash”. 

It added that, without radi- 
cal changes, the paper could 
“seriously damage die credi- 
bility of creditor govern- 
ments. the World Rank and 
IMF”. 

Only one country — 
Uganda — has so far actually 
rece ived debt relief as part of 
the HIPC process, although 
Bolivia will become the 
second by the end of this 
month. 

Oxfom Is arg uing that the 
tfrticeSs should be speeded up 
with the qualification 
period cut Gram six years to 
three, more resources pro- 
vided, mime realistic levels of 


debt sustainability, debt 
forgiveness linked to specific 
human development pro- 
grammes^ 

A World Bank spokesman 
said that the paper being con- 
sidered this week was a tech- 
nical review of progress over 
the past two years, and that 
staff had not been asked to 
co me up with a new blueprint 
for HIPC. 

However, the document 
proposes that the eligibility 
date for the initiative should 
be extended until 2000 and 
that conditions for post-con- 
flict countries should be 

Jubilee 2000 said that the 
bulk of the UK's official devel- 
oping country debt was owed 
to the Export Credit Guaran- 
tee Department, with a much 
smaller amount owed to the 
Department for International 
Development. 

It concluded that the cost of 
forgiveness for 52 poor 
countries would be a maxi- 
mum of £74 million a year — 
tiny by comparison with Brit- 
ain's national output of 
£742 bmion. 

“Any attempt to justify 
keeping such debts on the 
books and demanding pay- 
ments from debtor govern- 
ments an the grounds of cost 
is simply not credible,” Jubi- 
lee 2000 said. “The cost of can- 
cellation is likely to be about 
£1 to £2 per year for each tax- 
payer.” 

This view was supported by 
a research paper written by 
the Economic Policy and Sta- 
tistics Section of the House of 
Commons library. 

It oonrindM: “There may 
be political reasons against 
the UK unilaterally cancel- 
ling bilateral debt 

“However, in terms of the 
effect on the Public Sector Net 
Cash Requirement, a pro- 
gramme of cancellation of all 
outstanding ammints due to 
the ECO) from 28 HIPCs 
(regardless of whether the 
sums are payable or unpaya- 
ble) would account for a very 
small proportion of govern- 
ment receipts. The cost would 
seem to be generally afford- 
able.” 


Analysts will be looking to 
Wan Street, dosed for a holi- 
day yesterday, to endorse the 
more upbeat mood which pre- 
vailed on stock markets in. 
both Europe and Asia. There ' 
is widespread scepticism that I 
financial market turmoil is at 1 
an end. 

“On the international 
scene, we want to see some 
more political stability in , 
Russia as a prerequisite," j 
Charterhouse Bank chief 
economist Richard Jeffrey 
said. "In Japan, we need to 

see a fiscal package with cred- 
ibility that goes some way 
towards re-igniting consumer 
d emand. We also need to have 
some reassurance from the 
situation in Latin America as 
well” 

In 1-pndnn the FTSE fol- 
lowed the tone set by Asian 
markets — where Japan, Ma- 
laysia, Hong Kong and South 
Korea posted strong gains — 
and rose 180 points to 5347 — 





other factor cited as helping 
to boost sentiment 
Frankfurt put on an early 
sprint but fell back Slightly by 
the dose to leave the Dax in- 
dex up 1.6 per cent on foe day. 

"Today it was a technical 
After a lot of losses there's 
naturally a counter-reaction,” 
one trader said. “It conld con- 
tinue far a few days. ThatTs 
my scenario.” 

Dealers said Mr Green- 
span’s hint that US interest 
rates may fan was ftteUlng 
hank shares which had suf- 
fered a b at t erin g in rerant 


an- increase of almost &5 per 
cent 

Analysts said that volume 
was light and, in an apparent 
indication of foe fragility of 
foe market's more upbeat ap- 
proach, the BSkyB bid for 
Manchester United was an- 1 


Paris was among the weak- 
est performers. An opening 
gain of nearly 2 per ™»nt 
dwindled away to almost 
nothing. French traders said 
the rebound flieRed by Asian 
market strength-looked tech- 
nical and there was still good 
cause for market nerves. 

Analysts were still wary 
that any US stocks rebound 


Fund managers 
see British 
stocks as . 
undervalued 

.CUNDi managers have 
I been buying UK stocks 
as a result of the recent 
fells to foe -stock market 
even though they are pessi- 
mistic about profit pros- 
pects for many companies, 
writes Jill , Treanor. The 
montMy Merrill Lynch Gal- 
Inp Survey also shows that , 


cm Mr Greenspan’s comments 

may not be long-lasting. 
Emerging’ markets,, particu- 
larly Latin America, are still 
fragile. 

“Clearly Latin America Is- 
on foe verge of repeating foe 
Asian and Eastern European 


nearly all the 63 fond man- 
agers questioned believe In- 
terest rates will fall and 
none expect them to be 
higher In a year. 

Only 3 per cent expect an 
upturn In economic 
growth, a view reflected In 
a dramatic move out of UK 
property last month. 

“Most managers see the 
UK markets as underval- 
ued and they have turned 
into strong buyers,” said 
Trevor Greetham. global 
strategist at Merrill Lynch, 
which conducted, the sur- 
vey between August 28 and 
Septembers. 

experience. That Is going to 
call into question quite how 
insulated the ' US economy 
and foe dollar are from foe 
emerging markets conta- 
gion,” said Paul Meggyesl, 
senior currency economist at 
Deutsche Bank in London. 
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Flagging hopes .. . South Korean bank workers, whose jobs are at risk as the indnstry shrinks, demonstrate at a rally in Seoul yesterday- 


PHOrOOBAPH: PAUL BARKER 


Airbus hope for 10,000 jobs 


Rate hint triggers rare Asian rally 


Jonathan Watts In Tokyo 
and Mark Minor 


Industrial Editor 


japHE proposed Euro- 

I u pean super-jumbo 

■ would create 10,000 

■ jobs in Britain, Air- 
bus said yesterday. In its lat- 
est attack on US rival Boeing, 
the four-nation European con- 
sortium said the aircraft 
would capture a huge slice of 
a £200 billion market 

Airbus, in which British 
Aerospace has a 20 per cent 
stake, also revealed plans for 
a new short-haul aircraft, the 
100-seater A318, to take on 
Boeing’s 717. 

Airbus chief executive Noel 
Forgeard said foe new 480 to 
650-seat, double-decker jum- 
bo, the A3XX, would be 
launched In late 1999 and 
enter service in 2004. 

As well as creating 10,000 
jobs in the UK. it will safe- 
guard 40,000 British jobs, in- 
volving more than 400 compa- 
nies. Derby-based Rolls-Royce 
hopes to build foe engines. 

BAe claimed the rival to 
Boeing’s traditional 747 series 
would bring economic bene- 
fits for at least 40 years, In- 
cluding nearly £20 billion in 
net British exports. 

Airbus reckons foe market 
for the “Euro-Jumbo” will be 
£200 billion — a quarter of 
aerospace manufacturers’ es- 
timated turnover- for SO years. 

“We can’t let a market of 
this importance continue to 
be monopolised by our com- 
petitors,” Mr Forgeard said. 
But the consortium's chief ex- 
ecutive admitted that the 
total investment required to 
launch foe plane would be 
US$10 billion (£6J2 ballon), 
12 billion more than origi- 
nally estimated amid coutinu- 
ing^oubts that the four part- 
ners r can raise the sums or 
persuade their governments 
to offer up to a third of the 
capital in Launch-aid. 

Airbus, which claims to 
have “nibbled” at Boeing’s 
monopoly of larger aircraft 
through its wide-bodyjets, in- 
sists that super-jumbos are 
essential In future despite the 
world economic downturn 
and pending cyclical reces- 
sion in aerospace. Airbus 
says it has foe support of 20 
airlines, including British 
Airways, In developing foe 
A3XSL 

Boeing, however, yesterday 
derided the project's viability. 
Bruce Dennis, Boeing market- 
ing vice-president, said: "If | 



A SIA’S beleaguered fi- 
nancial markets staged 
a rare rally yesterday, 
driven higher by hopes of 
lower US interest rates, curbs 
on speculators and a stronger 
Japanese yen. 

Best performer was Malay- 
sia where foe main stock mar- 
ket index stormed more than 
20 per cent, higher, though 
there were reports foe move 
had been boosted by govern- 
ment intervention. 

In Japan, the yen climbed 
nnty a gain against the dollar, 
reaching a four-month high of 
131.99 against the US cur- 


rency by late afternoon, help- 
ing Japan's Nikkei 225 to gain 
532 per cent Weekend com- 
ments by the Federal Reserve 
chairman Alan Greenspan, 
which were interpreted as a 
signal that US interest rates 
could soon be cut spurred foe 
yen's advance. 

Hong Kong's benchmark 
: Hang Seng Index aided at a 
six-week high, finishing up 
588139 points, or 7.9 per cent, 
at 8.076.76 while the Singa- 
pore stock market put on its 
best performance for the year, 
scoring a 7 per cent rise. 

In Hong Kong, investors 
were encouraged by foe eas- 
ing at interest rates that fol- 
lowed the government's an- 
nouncement on Saturday of 


mrasores to ease the credit 
crunch, which is hurting 
local firms. 

In a sign of how foe recent 
market chaos has shaken 
five -mar ket ideals, investors 
also gave a cautious welcome 
to the administration’s deci- 
sion to tighten stock ex- 
change regulations, a move 
designed, to dgfa»r attacks on 
the local markets. 

"It is probably negative 
but in this current environ- 
ment, with crises taking 
place all around foe world, 
foe provision of stability is 
probably much more impor- 
tant than worrying about foe 
perception of Hong Kong as a 
market^” said one senior 
analyst ... 


That logic has been taken to 
an extreme in Malaysia, 
where the Prime Minister, Dr 
Mahathir Mohamad, yester- 
day appointed himself finance 
minister, replacing foe mar- 
ket-friendly, former vice 
prime minister, Anwar Ibra- 
him, whom he sacked last 
week. 

On foe first day of Dr Ma- 
hathir’s one-man economic 
rule, share prices on the Ma- 
laysian bourse jumped 26 per 
cent. Analysts said local 
funds were “under instruc- 
tion” to ensure that the mar- 
ket rose. 

Elsewhere stocks In Singa- 
pore, South Korea and Aus- 
tralia, eojoyed gains of more 
than 2 per cent 




The l/20th scale model of the £6 billion, double-decker Airbus A3 XX unveiled 
yesterday ’ photograph: tmockenden 


Russian banker 
pays price for 
rouble crisis 



the market wants such a 
plane, we will offer a larger 
aircraft and with more 
range.” The A3XX could fly 
10,000 miles. 

Airbus, which announced a 
three per cent rise in prices, 
said its new A3 18 would be a 
shortened version of the 124- 
seat A319. It claims that these, 
variants of the single-aisle 
A32Q range, will help it out- 
sell Boeing’s 727 soon. 

Airbus dominated the open- 
ing day of the Famborough 
International Air Show with 
an upbeat presentation of its 
prospects as ft slowly moves 
to become a full-scale public 
company in mid-1999. 

This contrasted sharply 
with an unusually defensive 
display by troubled Boeing 
whose faltering president, 
Harry Stonectpher, Issued a 
remarkable mm culpa for foe ' 
“difficult and disappointing” 
performance of foe world's 
biggest aerospace company. 
He admitted that Boeing, 
which last year made losses 
for foe first time in 50 years 
and sacked 26,000 employees, 
had been "too arrogant, too 
distracted or too self- 
satisfied”. 

-Boeing yesterday con- 
firmed plans by the Dutch air- 
line, KLM, to boy four new 
737-900$ and by the Interna- 
tional Lease Finance Corpora- 
tion to order 17 new planes. 


Germans clear 
Dasa-BAe 
merger for 
take-off 


David (tow 
Industrial Editor 

THE German government 
I last night gave the green 
light fo r British Aerospace 
and Daimler-Benz Aero- 
space (Dasa) to merge in the 

face of growing impatience 
at the pace of European 
restructuring. 

The French government 
has sought in effect to veto 
a fiosion of BAe and Dasa, 
clai min g that this would 
amount to unacceptable 
Anglo-German dominance 
of Airbus and the proposed 
European Aerospace and 
Defence Company . 

However G fin the r Rex- 

rodt, the German econom- 
ics minister, said he was. 

TOURIST RATES — BANK SELLS 


dissatisfied with progress 
in turning Airbus into a 
stand-alone company - 

“Therefore it is logical 
that discussions come np 
over different constella- 
tions. speeds and possibili- 
ties of coming together in 
tfin creation of imb Euro- 
pean firm,” he said. 

He was speaking after 
talks at Eamboroagh with 
trade and industry secre- 
tary Peter Mandelson and 
French and Spanish col- 
leagues. 

Jean-Claude Gayssot, the 
French transport minister, 
insisted that the planned 
partial privatisation of 
state-owned Aerospatiale 
had transformed the situa- 
tion. - 

But BAe and Dasa say 
that this does not go for 
enough and have held talks 
about a possible merger. 

Opening the interna- 
tional air show,, the Prime 
Minister, Tony Blair, said 
It was “urgent a nd v ital" 
that European restructur- 
ing went ahead swiftly. 


Australia 2.74 
Austria 1ft£8 
Belgium 57.57 - 
Canada 2L46S 
Cyprus 0.822 . 
Denmark 1088 
Finland «L5M 
France 9228 


Germany 2.789 
Greece 48042 
Hong Kong 12.50 
India 71.35 
Ireland 1.104 . . 
Israel ££S 
Italy 2,770 


Malaysia 5.77 - 
Malta 0.623 

Netherlands 9.138 
New Zeeland 3.18 
Norway 1223 
Portugal 28329 . 
Saudi Arabia 6.14 


Suppllod by Natwont foxphidhig rupee. 


' SStaaboffi a as 
South Mica HUB 
Spain 23587 
Sweden 1221 
SwttMrtand 2293 

Turkey 443,710 
USA' 1.621 
sMtM and mtoflad 


— artfn Walker • • 

R USSIA'S central bank 
chairman, Sergei Du- 
binin, resigned yester- 
day as he paid the penalty 
for the financial crisis that 
has forced the devaluation 
of the rouble and swept 
through the country's 
banking system. 

He was replaced, tempo- 
rarily, by his deputy, Sergei 
Alfllrgnchnnkn, mrtfl a per- 
manent replacement is ap- 
pointed by the Russian par- 
liament. ■ • 

Mr Dubinin's resignation 
came as ate of Russia’s big- 
gest banks agreed to hand I 
over depositors’ accounts I 
to' file state-owned Sber- 1 
bank, where savings are l 
guaranteed. : 

As Russia fought to ! 
restore some semblance of 
stability to its crisis- hit ; 
banking system it emerged' 1 
that EC officials are look- 
ing at the possibility that 
the euro, the planned Euro- 
pean single currency, conld 
be used as the peg for a 
pfuapiKTle Rrnscfan curre n cy 
board to defend the rouble. 

The proposal, which 
could be put to the extraor- 
dinary jcdtni meeting of the 
Group of Seven finance and 


foreign ministers in Lon- 
don at the weekend, would 
depend on a new Russian 
government being ready to 
surrender Its sovereignty 
over financial policy and 
the money supply. It would 
also help boost the euro’s 
stand i ng as a rival to the 
dollar's status as the 
world's reserve currency. 

“The idea is very inter- 
esting and could be meflii, 
but it may be premature 
until the Russians get their 
political house In order,” a 
senior EU official said. 

The Russian goveimment 
has already announced it is 
looking at the possibility of 
establishing a currency 
board to try to stabilise the 
rouble, which has stomped 
in value by almost two- 
thirds in two weeks. 

However, its plans are 
lilcely to 'include printing 
roubles in order to provide 
liquidity to. Russia’s, cash- 
strapped financial system 
and to pay arrears of wages 
and pensions. Such a move 
would be politically popu- 
lar in Russia but would not 
help to anchor, the rouble.- 

Thls is the second time a 
rouble devaluation has cost 
Mr Dubinin his Job. He was 
sacked as finance minister 
to October 1994 after- the 
rouble fell by 25 per cent. 


North Sea oil tax 
reform scrapped 

THE. Government ended 12 months of dithering aver North Sea 
tax reform yesterday by shelving plans which had sent shock 

waves through the o ffsh ore industry and threatened to become 
a p olitical pmhlem for fa ho ur iii .Rfv rfkmfl . 

The change ofheart comes at a time of depressed crude prices 
and tears that oil companies would steer Clear of the 18th ' 
offshore licensing round which closes on Friday. 

In March the Treasury had put forward two alternatives to 
the present system under which developers of new fields pay 
nuporatiodtaxatSO per cent One involved the imposition of a 
supplementary corporation tax. The other was tile reintrod ac- 
tion of a profit s bas ed petroleum tax abolished for new fields. 

The oil industry gave the Treasury nearly £4bn in revenues 
last year. Yesterday It was Jubilant that reform proposals had 
been scrapped with signs that the off price could be finally 
bottoming out from a level of $12 a barreL — Tferry Macolister 


Timeshare duo Jailed 

TWO brothers were Jailed yesterday for a timeshare fraud. Roger 
Steed,aforma: justice of the peace, received a three-year jail 


guitty tocmecoumoffrandulent trading and care count of false 
accounting His elder brother. Michael Steed, 54, received four 
years and two years concurrent, after pleading guilty to fraud and 
false accounting, 

^Thffifr neghare business, Villa InvesttnentPlan, based in 
Stamfcrd, Lincolnshire, went Into voluntary liqulditation with 
debts of more than £? million in January 1995 . — Jiu Tnxomr 


FSA toughens guidelines 

THE F i n a ri ci i d ServI cefi Authority, the City’s new watchdog, has 
beeted up the responsibility of senior managers in new proposals 
for the key “prtadptetf’ used to regulate financial services 
companies. ... ' 

ftwfosetatongherretmiremejTtfor' VnarwpwrifKtitirvI rnri. 
tror,ane of the major concerns raised by the coBepteofBarlzus 
hank. 

In totaMbe FSA published eight principles for financial 
firms, which induce conducting their business with, “integ- 
and organising Us affkirs with "due skin, care and 

diligence . ■ — Jill Treanor 
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Racing 

Godolphin 

shockwaves 

in St Leger 


SPORTS NEWS 13 


Graham Rock 


-S 


A T NOON yesterday. 
Godolphin declared 
three runners for the 
Pertemps St Leger at 
Doncaster on Saturday, in- 
cluding the hot favourite Sea 
Wave. 

However, after Inspecting 
the team with Sheikh Moham- 
med at evening stables, 
Simon Crisford announced 
that Sea Wave would be 
switched to the Prix Niel at 
Longchamp the following 
afternoon, leaving Nedawl as 
their sole representative in 
the final Classic of the season. 

Central Park, the third Go- 
dolphin entry, will join Sea 
Wave in the French race, 
which has attracted the 
French and Irish Derby win- 
ner Dream WelL 
“We decided that if Sea 
Wave was going to be a genu- 
ine contender for the Axe, 
then he should take a more 
conventional route,” Crisford 
explained. 

Hill's had originally made 
Sea Wave favourite at 5-6 for 
the St Leger with Central 
Park on 9-1. in their absence, 
Nedawi is now Hills ’ market 
leader at 2-1. The Glow-Worm 
is 7-2. High And Low 6-1, Sa- 
dian and Star Begonia 13-2, 
Ta-Lim and Dark Moon- 
dancer, not yet a confirmed 
runner, are 6-1, S unshine 
Street is 9-1, Eco Friendly 
25-1 and Ardlelgh Charmer 
250-1. 

With rain forecast to sweep 
across the country over the 
next few days, the going at 
Town Moor could be on the 


soft side, and Nedawi has not 
raced on ground softer than 
good. On an important week- 
end for Godolphio, Bahr will 
run in the Prix Vermeflle at 
Longchamp, where Predappio 
will contest the Prix Foy. 
John Reid will wear the blue 
colours on Swain in the Irish 
Champion Stakes at Leopard- 
stown on Saturday, and Jerry 
Bailey has been booked to 
partner Daylami in the Man 
O’ War Stakes at Belmont 
Park, New York. 

Bookmakers found the go- 
ing testing in the High Court 
yesterday when they lost 
their action against the Levy 
Board, which has sought to al- 
ter the rules for allocating 
betting pitches on courses; 

After six years of abortive 
discussions between the 
National Association of Book- 
makers and the Racecourse 
Association to negotiate 
changes to the agreement 
which expires next month, 
the Levy Board stepped in 
and imposed a settlement 

Mr Justice Owen said he 
had fo und in fa v o ur of the 
Levy Board because of the 
“extraordinary” situation 
which threatened racing; 
starting prices are compiled 
from racecourse bookmakers 
and relayed to betting shops. 

However, Mr Owen said 
that the case posed important 
questions of law for the rac- 
ing world. “The judge has 
raised a question mark over 
the Board's powers In the 
longer term which will need 
clarification in the Court Of 
Appeal," said Rodney Brack, 
the Chief Executive of the 
Levy Board. 



Golf 


Time for furrowed 
Faldo to kick-start 
the Ryder reckoning 

David Davies on the way ahead for the 
Englishman who fluffed his return to Europe 


Final indignity Faldo misses the Friday cut on the Crans-sur-Sierre 18th dmadcaismon 


W HEN Nick Faldo is 
worried be has a 
habit of running 
his right hand 
through bis hair , repeatedly. 
If things go on much longer as 
they have been so far this sea- 
son, Faldo will have a fur- 
rowed forehead, worn smooth 
by this little Idiosyncrasy. 

The Rn glighwinn who has 
won six majors and earned 
more Ryder Cup match points 
than any other golfer, 
won nothing since the Los 
Angeles Open 18 months ago, 
and last week at Crans-sur- 
Sierre he missed the cut in 
the Canon European Masters. 

This was especially morti- 
fying for a man who has tem- 
porarily abandoned his 
career on the American Tour 
specifically to play in a few 
rich European events, with 
the express intention of 
quickly making enough 
Ryder qualifying points to 
make the team. There are no 
points available for those who 
fail to play at the weekend. 

Faldo wants to compete in 
the cup because he loves the 
feeling of taking the side to 
victory on the playing field, 
and he wants to get into the 
team early because he hates 
the memory of what hap- 
pened when Severiano Balles- 
teros was captain last time. 

Immediately he was ap- 
pointed, Ballesteros made it 
dear to the assembled scribes 
that no one was a certainty to 
play. "Ha ha,” was the res- 


ponse, "except for Nick." Bal- 
lesteros glared at those in 
front of them. “No one Is cer- 
tain." be said, "not Nick, not 
anyone." 

When it became obvious 
that Faldo was not going to 
qualify off tbe European 
rankings and that he was go- 
ing to need to be picked by the 
captain, Ballesteros re- 
iterated that he would pick 
whomsoever he chose; that 
reputations and paints won in 
the past counted for nothing. 

Across the Atlantic Faldo 
heard about these things, and 
actually became frantic. With 
a couple of weeks to go before 
the European team announce- 
ment, be betrayed his anxiety 
by saying: “I wish he'd either 
pick me, or tell me he's not 
going to. This wondering is 
killing me." 

Eventually Ballesteros, who 
could hardly have left him out 
did pick him. and Faldo did 
Europe's cause proud by show- 
ing Lee Westwood the ropes. 

Last week Faldo said he did 
not want “to go through all 
that again" and revealed that 
he would be playing In four 
events: the Canon tourna- 
ment and then three in a row, 
the Lancome Trophy in Paris, 
the German Masters in Co- 
logne and the Belgacom Open 
in Knokke-1 e-Zou t e . Although 
he would not admit as much, 
he obviously hoped to have 
enough Ryder points by that 
time so that he could forget 
the whole business and get on 


with the rest of his golf. 

However, the competition 
in Europe gets tougher by the 
season. While Colin Montgo- 
merie's comment that "any 
tournament is bigger with 
Nick Faldo in it" is still true, 
it is not as true as it was. He 
is not feared to quite the same 
degree, partly because of his 
absence and partly because 
his results since winning the 
most recent of his majors, the 
1996 US Masters, have been 
distinctly dodgy. 

He has only had one top-10 
finish anywhere in the world 
this year, and that was eighth 
in the Johnnie Walker Classic 
in Thailand in January. 

Before last week, the last 
time Faldo missed a cut in 
Europe was in February 1994 
and while he Hna missed only 
four in the United States this 
year, he has been misfiring to 
such an extent that he has 
dropped out of the top 61 in 
the world rankings — the cut- 
off point for those who wish 
to qualify for the hugely rich 
World Championship events 
which start next year. 

Years ago. after he had 
failed to win the 196> US Mas- 
ters, the caddies coined a 
nickname he detests. They 
called him El Foldo, the most 
inappropriate tag ever at- 
tached to a golfer, for Faldo 
has shown resilience and a 
steely determination in the 
face of unimaginable pres- 
sures all through his career. 

He needs to apply those 
qualities again and get him- 
self in the team, for a Euro- 
pean Ryder Cup side without 
Nick Faldo is. even at this 
stage, simply unthinkable. 
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Lingfield Jackpot programme 


GRAHAM ROCK 
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230 AJabaq Atataq 
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Sme. 16-1 Oma HAH My. Slip Job. 

RIH « - Mttn#; Led owr H ent naan headed. M id 8, a MM Open a 
Soodaeoda nit. at Mho Job Ftakd M tata* Bb at IX 71 MM QtanmC 
nftleaBMltFnTiiaue8i»eLtbncBCQanKafcni«kia4»ioMT.4it«bW 
CM al GMd « NMduy « mda. 6d4i». Vni taabam nw 4t Oh al 11 9 
MM Hfe Apal a Kmpttia 7t reto m ftMie. 


C8 H (HAIJUBIS) RURSHTT HCAF2YO 
7f£3361 ( 18 d 0 flarec? ' 

036 Tir ' [—] p -j" - 0 OUaedne* 

oc liutt aim PtoMPaanHW ftadE an 

DOB PlaeMadraain pi)H)Mmi94t _ P Rnkrun p) 
83002 GncbnTili {Sq AAnb 9-1 AT" 


344 

532215 

"X2B14 


as 


JDnM#-0. 
~fC)ttlLSU4a9-a . 



011 JukSeea— W) TO J S Hoorg 8-T2 P p ! 

006 MttMm(H|lfiiMul9g6-11 

005 CtdefMbB pn R Hnna W1 

02030 Patpy Stare MHKsSfa 6-10 

000 R wJ lla M eMtjBaiyfc-OdionreB-B . I Piter 

00040 bniaae (Z2) B Utow 8-7 ■ Feta 

0040teVDmr(IT)OTMnST ■ hMQ* 

0083 Bin CM Mad (P) S DM 0-6 A Cfafc 

125030 IMTM(8^Pftm8-5 : G Cape (7)* 

023600 SmelCmpftMeroPStfetpen 

8-6 K Paled S* 

000 Nagle UgM(2RSkMPnaanB-4 C MM 

40ED MteMtoCBgClkqwM A Diy ffl* 


r 5-1 Jkck Goatei 6-1 Eldn. 7-1 tattn lie. B-1 Kute. W-1 
. InnaaL 12-1 QedcriwK Dtnand Ghh. Besf Sue, Edtr* CM Wnd 


row MRDC - EtedK ho m. si) ai 11, 1 
■Xt 6dfla fiMtatone HwMy ner 1 1 suL i 

Beam af LMpaU 3 em. bl 1 


iTiadi 
.3tf 0(6. ill MM 
: LM d ft TUsfiia) CaoaBw « 


VMnr BAFa. Mnlttc Lad Mp Mda NHJ.H of 7. S MM 


■ at bflcaMr a firep. edfa. MB* Lad I 
i»(lfcCwM 



one pare WM 


4*0(7, 

LMriftTIhetiidRctbBr 

lb aria EM turtoag, 4Nietia.ua 



tartong. 3 rJ ot ft 3N bte) fttto Rad « Upfeld 0 akin. Fm. 


eta awn a Epnn n ton 6«ia. not atmm im af 24 a w 
FCMHetead^wr^tMmtrataMiBKtaeiiit 
hdda Bnri total). 3ri at 6, 3S MM Hobw Rad « UpfeU 0 ckdn. F 


o 04*% MARSH AEDIAH AUCTION MAIDB1 

tfiWV STAKES 2YO 

6f E2.82B (18 dectaxecQ 

83 



ir (in J Fata* 9-0 ft 

Bara (62) H Haim 9-0 B hpe 88 

MtBj — 


IIMM. 

Jones 9-0. 


iSMSkMnasoDS-O^. 
00 Dalle Brack pm Hloris 9-0. 


-8 Preaea — 
lAGMk* 79 


Leicester runners and riders 


GRAHAM ROCK 


TOP FORM 


2 io MainiAi 

2.40 Canymri r 

3.10 Mopen Rocks - bw**" ” 

JlO SrSna enr • 

M BBS" ^LndO-p) 

5.40 CoaRng Cattle 

raght-hanttef, IXm to* wS) 4S run-in. StrafgM rate- 

Going: Good, good to «fl h places. * Denotes DBrttrs. • Top 
form rauhg. 

Dram Htfi numbers favoured n) to Im. 

Seven dsy (drew Me. . n 

tOUkarS first rime: 5.10 Grand Muska. VMm* 240 County 

Tires; 5 10 Meter ^ 

FlgirBs in brackets after horse's name denette days since 
J. Jumpc. 


2 ^0FBJ»ffBMIDaM 


Hm £3.946 03 decJared) 


Khta - 


0350 



-inuyiiU Baler. 5-1 Cane, 7-i'ttttriyriL 8-1 HtelSM W -1 
tkn tiw. IB-1 OAb Undey 




RANOBTE HURSBtY SBJ. HGAP 2Y0 

im £2,108 (20 dectored) 

iGBnadTW--— ■. -=-?! J 5 S 

tesssti ■—j.’ftts s 

UftasoDlM 



000103 



JM 

8-13 . ft M n ffi *■ 

M*8-12 — "WS 


■Mb Pntp (17) J Pawn 8-« 
nnqiMnanna»-u 

ijrirJaaa(nWMjirS-i2 — 

UMMmBPE«n9-10 JFEbib* k> 

atoCBdTfnTEanBtvs-fl ft fOb*md 

■MdAnqPHMbpB-S-^ N Uteri 14 

Dyreoic Bsicar (C) J J Oltei 8-8 C Bartel 83 

C m a te lfflNOMai^ I Mtenti 88 

teU0|Jtt«iuU Abktelhrffl 82 

ssHasto a£S 8 

Ste* Bat emu Jar* 7-73. : J Mm T* 

■batten RN Hitawa* 7-10 C fete n 

Cttfc. 7-1 Mria tetey . 8-1 E b etafc, Djreoc Dance. 
" — — - Until Peri 


3 4 KfYIESWOLD HANDICAP 

■ I W 7f E4.1 07 (20 declared) 

taMteRtetnOOnpam 6-S-t> — XMberiK 

TriCS 



A ute 3-9-10 

H0tem3-94 

H Hasm 3-9-7 — DM OWN B 

.3-9-7 C Fetear p) 79 

tttLSfettS 7-9-6 6 CBM 

HM7-94 ■ Mite 




-02DU 

00090 Hr 



92000 B^OinrerepjjBItacI 34-13 

mnrofi 'Kara andn C5fe tm S IM 5-8-9 - F Wnria fc 
“ IffMTOmsrrinmttO-M — S tete a 



BattnS-l OMMAIr.7-1 


Nap Una, Nfarin. 10-1 


0% m LBCESTHtSHIREUAIOHI STAKES 

On4Ul m 2f £4^08 (17 declared) 

05 ma g P riati (17) tAam 4-9-2 ■ MM 8* 




keeping track 

0891 222 + 


COMMENTARY RESULTS 

NEWCASTLE 771 781 

LEICESTER 772 

lingfield 773 Jr 6 

all CORSES COMMENTARY W91 ^ 780 
ALL COURSES RESULT . J^SSL SL” 

TZ^uardianCihrreRAcrnvE 


Lowther’sjob 

C ARL LOWTHER wfilTie 
joining Les Eyre as stable 
jockey before the end of the 
year, the North Yorkshire 
trainer has revealed. 

“1 believe he is going to 
Australia for a month in No- 
vember, but when he comes 
back he win be joining us," 
said Eyre. “We are delighted 
to have got the services of 
someone with the obvious po- 
tential of Cad.” 



)6ABUcrB-9 ... 

!l 8-9 T Sank! 82 

(1 6 -9 R Plica ■— 

IP Cote 8-9 ,J_ _BHrit ■ 

.DHBMA 84 

D VDoaabM — 

BaBtas 7-2 SMtt9nt. 4-1 Bdudai Bant, 9-1 Sel 7-1 Ikon SM. 10-1 trip 
fWai. >2-1 0m. W-i Asaoonm. PoMt. flate Ompm Aaim Mm SMp. 
iMtrtttaaa. 

RIM tare- AteMMB M> InlM ite 2L IQIud 20L 71 bafeM CMM com 
ri WhM a nrin ana. Btete Banrit Sand teri. sue ikmM 
rifai a am, not Mte . 5*> ri r 3 beMd »MM a RmM a m. fin. ftrittoc 
9«nedjal Mt ttateriOiariS oft tart rtddan dm 11 oaL onaiare 9b at 1ft 41 
MM Idm LegBOd ri Warier O mdiv GW«. PeWt SMr Mi Mda. mm 
mnmd. teooed on 3 reLIDBi 01 11. IB Mdnd CaaBtef a WT ic tmlm fll 

KK AW. SMB act Atoms (mdnM M Of 1ft ret MM mmol teda na 
Brick ictt) M I* 2B. * Kanpnn H aM ut Grifla tat Pnrekml 4t 14di 
cl 1ft 171 MM IM IMeoe at Vftte a mh lb. BWm Sb« Par ftoaic Mays 
MM Bb al It. 1BMM Ota BM Mil lam tt* |#m 2U 10ft, MB 
2H at Water him. Gdfin 


,00 49*5 H.B.LB. BLDDLEY HEATH HANDICAP 


'7i £8,740 (18 deciared) 


snq 42033) Stand TW pq 
5BZB 4D123B RaaOpBrndH 
snfll O-DtO DOMBl(8nT 
5Mpi) 4511D0 tear rail M 
tef b) 4-obib ted 
tenoFSii 


420100 

00620 H0Uo»l 

■ 501305 MaMHadj 

813(13 053204 ■■ 

H4fi 630000 ■ 
816(13 014150 Emptra 
SIBQ 023301 rite 
S17q_ 002000 
steSk 06603?! 


LadiHcBtai 9-10-0.^ i 

BHMivy 3-8-13 A Ml 

carte B-B-12 — P H tttewi 0 as 

o Eta* s-9-12 ■ ratal m* n 

Rtamnn 4-9-10 IM 18 

big 7-9-4 TSpat* 88 

,6K£a»a» 3-9-4 _S Brama 85 
G LHXH 6-9-4 N tan R* 87 
NBKttl4-9-2 ..■ J ODaarer 88 
(137) ttlUs J Gad 4-9-2 HDqa 82 
g MIBB HIMnra 4-9-2 — B Mn 83 
7) (Era 6 L Mona 9-9-2 — tadr Hanb 81 

I7)J Fantiiw 6-!M 1 Goctanm M 

DJPHMnB (4-13 D ODreebot 79 

(tlHI Tonyte 3-8-13 _ A Bette H 82 
y(l7>(m)JAMini 3-9-13 ... A On If 

Baris 4-8-13 II Ma 7tt 

3-8-3 A 


. B-1 nripw. 8-1 Eriad Td. 10-1 Rea Oita. Ater Fat. Sri tot* 
Hneas Ha. Snppa Bna* AodoRed. Faedfite, DraiM 

Rtn BBBE - BM TM taad l> rife, aton hflMy. mo dwgenus. 20b ri 22. 
10 um Ctaui Chet a npaa a heap. Gd-Fm Fm 0 dta Rddrii 31 cm. 
hates red n racii tori cm# it oul on ow. S* d 11. ia MM Sacaa* d 
Staaia inacsvG^Fn rite Rat Pdad had. mate* w* EL I4flid 1ft IS 
MM State ■ in how, Etiftn. S8«ar tttta SpesC 2L am txte. 


it 7. Ml bebnd Marta m Rraku a bM 

ten pnatat. led ow Son «■ it m, m an. 2nd d 17. it mm tens 
Lhasa teuton fl tav Grifm. Srippct Bmc SSoEctp heakar awr a an, 
ittta0Ml1aaLDnBpnlMfc»li«.3i4ell9. IB teiind China Rad. arihSapar 
lilt. M ia aGocriMod Im top. Gtt PaHtar Heat ip and 


hriM M an nbr pkb» ta X maari ftddL 3U at 
a Nrecasft /I tea Grifin Apctte Bad: nredraoL aray rime 11 mt Mflaned 
Mtt ML Sri rift 4S MM La«*d ■ iritad ® die. awia (tody Mm 
ItadadMdflft lad wlaier If om. sob headsd ktjt on same pace. 4ft it 17. DP 
betM Honel flortte at npaa lfltl heap, Gdfli. Qatoy Mbs Held in h nr. 
heater a «l bi it M. an on. wo ty il inn Matefl Lkgfifld 7J hop, G9fm 


3» 

4PQ 

6 ( 1 ) 

7& 

•Rl> 

■«. 

WPS 

nw 

Ofl 

MB 

15(17) 

«P) 

nne 


0080 Cobfle Wta (20) lbs Stan* 3-9-0 - A Pari (S) IB 

3-323 Qaandna 1(73) an Sate 3-9-0 J BfldSH 

3 MHa Cyreon pH} G waagg 3-9-0 ■ Batat IS 

M im* cm AfliBtari 3-6-0 H Tatbatt 87 

0 tawten (33) DCevrea 3-9-0 8 Ester 81 

600- riktakne (320) Ite Elate 3-9-0 F flortan 18 

9322 Aaibta (17)8*3-99 ft Mod 87 

35 Bate (ttonewte 99-9 — ■ soda (7) sb 

60 Dates flatariftTUSpaanog 3-8-9 F Law* 82 

33 (teja WBHartW 3-8-8 — 

Hta d A ete da J Stan 3-8-9 . 

6G032D ■» F«* P2) M Rpe 3- 

0 Ita Brian SM(U) 6 WM 3-99 rite II 

30 0paaatti(mi1fnani3-89 8 Bkri 64 

8 Spaa SM (17) HWaaghar 3-8-9 P fan 85 

5 BflMtaMaf [17)8 teuy 3-8-8 S Steen BB 

3-1 MriBL 7-2 Oraflao M. 8-1 Ite 7-1 Botfl 8-1 
IBs Fan. KM NoUe Cmna 


0PBESTWOID COHPmOHS STAKES 


'5JE4.9T2 00 declared) 



^00WUDBi RLUB’ STAKES (Div 2) 2YD 


' 7f £4,31 9 (9 dectored) 


ana 

■020 

MHyBteflMW AMS 8-11 

0 — 

...tteol BIMy 

- w j on — it 

tttt 


BmtaSOnrB-ll 

A Ctflfc 


si 

0 lUnttntapwBlfcenwB-ii — 

8 fern (7)* 84 
ft tatat rasa 

tore 

BDBp) 

6080 

Stale Ladt J^eetenB-u 

■feta JBoaftn 8-11 

55 Ztaad(Z7)Uln«ate|9-ll 

—vs 

RPlEtara 

88 


Batin* 11-4 Sreeic 
COButa, SMbte, 14-1 


'. WaML 9-2 Bail 13-2 2flM 10-1 AI lip 
' Umins Gita, Scant: Lady 


FOBS GUDE - Dagt 9H af 1ft H MM Us rinspit a tomtet 71 nh fc. 
SWm. SfldteM IM It 17. IS MM Ch* 111 Grid it total a oft. G9F* 
S ce ni c B ata- Ibn cn. Jniri 6. MMaritewg Tad riftte* 8 tetri, am* 
5rii M 1ft lit heWdawtari it atter WteGWri. 


5 B 00°CE(UX)MAmFN STAKES 


'7f £4,175 (18 declared) 


3-22 


trite (Mtjraafen 3-9-0 Al 

0 Emtalteaaata (27) CVM 3-9-0 — PM Eddriy 81 


00 rated MCBanriafll 3-9-0 ft Price 7ft 

605-26 Ante (tin PQnti 3-9-0 IHbR 18 

■das Unto A IriiM 3-9-0. A 

-00662 trim pnBSawt 3-9-0 SDmne* n 

D6 llaniar (TB) K Bat 3-9-0 W J DCoaner BB 

00 lMbDflHir«B)DUcCae 59-13 — BFflta 81 


09 TlaniMraag<>PBO)HQiln||ndBe 
4-9-13 


.K V Buka 18 


80 Gain Uriy (to) CEgenn 34-9 I ragto >2 

0 toy Ute IW) PVabn 3-8-8 D OWBta 0) 81 

> Parian 81 


cna 09840 B ateMa (43)0 eternal 3-9-9 .. 

HB 50 Hfllf BrioWnR rate 39-9 ft Rnttn (8) 81 

17(7) Sanaa BcteaniMCtowii 3-99 B Cacbnaa — 

toff SAPteanR Row 3-99 BriBai{7] — 

Bating: 11-10 CQfld. 11-2 Ksriuta. 13-2 XarnaL 12-1 Sne* flaqir. 16-1 
Cte Lm O r, Faay UpM 


5 i 30K p MG MEDIAN AUCTION MADBI STAKES 


' Im 3f 106yds £2,490 (14 declared) 

<SG) G EralgM 4-9-2 U 

030040 EkteLta(l98toearaai4-a-2- _ I O 

00-400 APjDDsa4-9-2 — 8 

HoHtaHa LA Dace 4-9-2 TB M i a te bi 

0? Agant La Brine (MQlBhHtasan 3-8-13 Jab 


! Spring totefMJP C* 39-13 B fttanan 

I *iMd0pBBkni«Jraata39-13 IM B 

\ P—lfcigpOladr rente 3-99 A Grid 85 

H adri in a Bd (Ml T Warn* 3-99 Jen— Bate (7) 87 


A ni J^BSIPSTOIC HA1DBI STAKES (Div 1) ZYO 

^frtil W7f £4.533 (15 dedared)- 

10 

0 Adofebi 8ay(7)M OnpreaB-O — 

T Hob 82 

2(141 

0 Qcraradieifcta (18) H Rpe 9-0 — 

WSfepfe » 

)fi 

CriJtaRHmeS-O 

ttaeOfe — 

4R 

« BM Bictar (18) P fining 99 — 

SfMtattran 

5 rot 

FortWManM&oBM - 

J Brid — 

BM 

0 Btag Otari (3) J Dunlap M _ 

O tote 87 

TH 

leffiaLeSgBtesAtoEt89 

a swfeti — 

80 

' ton Harts lbs Nlbcuey 99 

JFEBre — 


feritateJNemfeM 

..§ Bat - 

»h 

0 Iterate (137) UJvvb 9-0 

JWn 82 

«P9 

0 Lwarri L"ifi (12) H Cady 9-0 

CHsSar 87 

Bd) 

IT II fej B UgriB 99 - 

H Ttebatt — 

•am 

tan Raida SC Wtam 99 

FLpsS — 

14(11) 

50 tabnBoafe(12)NCafe0rai89. 

K FriM H 

»(HJ 

D PtefeLad|(tqcSiWi09 

M Dray 83 

Brttac 3-1 Fat M fen 13-2 GUtere. 7-1 fiat Hesr. &Mg GUm 

Hftfete. terart Ian. B-1 lnrianta 



2300tX) teftaOTMOiin 39-13 DOraiHL 78 

95330 Praana nw 11*3-8-13 riattn Iriflar 87 

90300 Bata taalnandWH tow* 3-9-T3 WJ 
222332 
3 

000 

04 HadMiilwiitaT warn 399 Ja— Bate (7) 87 

0000 «mtar(«BEWiaafer 399 __.T Spate S3 

5atea(t2}uiM|te3-S9.-H relirt (S) as 
Baton 7-4 Sprang ter. 5-1 Goktai RtenM 6-1 tan Le Bbnc. 7-7 Da 
Baa, ID-1 WM 01 Opdresa. IW taring. 16-1 Dries 


BP) 96000 Ante RODS to 3-7-13 J F Ega> 80 

8(1) 000640 nasp .'te Nta (29) p J B*W1 

3-.'- 13 . — — — .1 riCiar P) tv 

W0 5-3320 TriteghtalHq BO DCBppd 3-7-13 J Ota B 

Bato* 5-2 Eared. 3-1 tefly. 7-2 Va lUd. 7-1 ItataV. 10-1 Moan, 
Aim. i«-i 


JC 4 /\STAG APPREHnCES' HANDICAP 
9a I W1m2J £3,096 (17 declared) 

i(iq 032826 FhMar m Human 4-109 — b Bcsanrian p) SS 
2B 550060 Stone Bdga (10) P)H trite 6-99... PIMM p) 84 
3(6 041406 find Kafca(U| I Stag 

5-9-3 lama Iritarin (5)* 84 

4(0 613214 EresritaatanmmJ raace 9-99 __ A Prii as 

S(ft 01-000 total (7} A 14 Oripnai 8-8-11 S Cum PI 78 

802) 50015 Fte to (17)99 HCtoiata „ 

701) 311152 Bart B«*ad — 6 raritaaa* 

8(9 -10060 Aendaay {m ATural 39-5 DtaaR 88 

i(14) ■ 2-4341 Mta(2t)lm| Ifcnfcs 49-5 B AmoWa p)* 85 

18(19 9B63 JtednTtriJlbir PM J lte7-9-3 l Ummm (7) 87 

11 (ID) MOB) 1toBmHCrfngnd|)e394 — — * Bjftta (3) 84 

12R 20859 tePfaiapUJ Fata 5-7-10 R Brtted B TB 

13{t3) 95502 BraOUrem leflfB I Wtons3-7-l0 .. . J UeAriar BB 

14H 0-4501 MWi HnMfln (3E) L Uogan 5-7-10 — A MSatby 87 

15 B B112D3 Sen Spoutt (17) U toWnl 7-M0 I Arte 17 

IS (7) 09940 Jrita(2l)mtoAteteDn13-7-1fl — P FUaqr 83 

17(17) 40006 ten TM Tad (JIB) HCtnrem 5-7-10- J Freda A M 

Bating: 9-2 Itafa fcM 7 -1 RdM .B-1 Fhfl fai todwr. g-1 WM 
Ibuta 12-1 Skne Kdge. SunsaraM Weta. Mnde The AM. 9 m $»nz 


C il^REMPSTONE MADBI STAKES (Dhr 2) 2T0 

Da4w7f 9yds £4.533 (14 declared) 

(Hi 3 Data eate MB Hate e-0 . 

fia D«MtePC»99 T 

(3 Fra* unreal A 9-0 M 

(fl dare Peace 99 fl 

3 oatb1Ua(iaSVMte99 iDar 

04 MddnifOlMrM 1 IriM 

B OkBoidHtaUJte99 J Qte 

1 auaWteaxsweM — J Mtt 

tap) 0 SranriotOanaeleiDl) JGnste 99 G Mod 

ItaeMJWfH) — HUM 

12 0 1 44 ItaJbtefnjBtMWniM L Maria 

UB ZmyRFltasM On OHM 

I4{m 0 Ctan«nladr(I3|DllnTb99 — .6 Barter 

rate 159 DM Far. 5-2 MUM. IW rapt Wn. 8-1 MW Lra. 19-1 Ftiia 
iriwrt rand Ot Damaa. 14-1 cnarig Ceab. 


Newcastle 



GRAHAM ROCX 

TOP FORM 

220 

Sandfedm 

Three Green Learns 

ZSO 

Cartiuei Park 

Csrtmai Park 

320 

Otferahter 

Knotty Ml 

350 

Gcnermn Ways 

Malta Rufina 

4.20 

MuiatioD 

Razor 

4.50 

Pleasant Dreams 

March Hara 


Lon-handed course of im6f with 41 run-in. 

Going: Good, good to soft In places. * Denotes Mnkas. • Top tomt rating. 

Draw: No advantage. 

Seven day rinnas 450 Priesart Dreams 

Bbrinrad first ttoie 120 Kwflipoint: 420 Jack Flash. WMnd: 320 Baritone; 4.50 Desert 
CaL 

figures in tracked after horse's name denote days since last outing- J- Jumps. 


g^0 BMCMIlALL ftBCTj MCE AICTOM STAKES ZW 


» 

a 

50 

8(4) 

▼Cl) 


102131 Trim Bra 


1m£Z,l90(7declaiEd) 

(E0)»Jteni9-l2 J itarigaiO 

4W Petal (46) JWtatn 8-9 J CaoM 88 

55 SarHStai(29)PiaH89 Jl 

00 SaqteriLnti(l7)JHe«iE)Vn89 8 1 

2030 tel IteiraJJ ova 8-5 I 

6 Smdnta(24)JDuM8-4_ K Darby M 

4 M | ital HatavpigjraiMW99 Jlntta 88 


Bating: 5-4 tentoteg. 9-4 Triea Grew ieuts. 5-1 Stare's 1% B-1 Stefl Sored. 16-1 Snvnknl Piwne 


y^gQHORTHBW COMPUTER MARKETS NOVICE STAKES 2TD 


5f £3.436 (6 declared) 

im 122510 Srirter to prams Gcflws 9-1 J Forte 88 

SB 222123 CartraaPaktert m JftmW * DariytifB 

3(E) 00 aandre(7t)RFata8-i2 ft Mater 

4(4) 02330 Bala OUtaali (18) U PM 8-r 

5(3) 5 BHytra* Peril (14QN tack 9-7 

8(2) toatennussraiB-r - - 

Bating: 10-11 Cant Park. 3-1 Safer rat 19-1 Befc 01 Hebe. 14-1 RnyM Mm 16-1 Cbadte 


3.2Qk^ Tti --- T??g0W B ^ A1E AGEMTS HAWnCAP 


inn 
2(1 3) 

3 Q? 

4(£» 

sea 

8(7) 

7(4) 

BB 



61 £2.789 (20 declared) 

“ — (T7)[> RditiS 4-9-12 — If Meted— 88 

jm: 

D rich* 399 J»“ - 

OOaoa«H599 A 

_Ji599 D Hi 

1 1 EasHv 3-9-5 ft 

BU utaui irev in low in) G U UfXlE 5-9-5 — 5 mm— ■ n 

90 OOCtm Snre Rtte01)J£jn» 3-9-3 C tetter ■ 

78C0) 00593 aBBtiOneunMnEreWDr 39-2 - T lucre ■ 

ijj) |[) loriunw 49-2 ft a bate (3)* H 

n?.r * “ - - - - 


11(5) 590*0 

12 nt) 030000 PtalWfilWJItamjW 99-2 JCndl B 

13 ns 606005 Hte East (SS) ID) 1 Barm 59-1 J Form * 85 

I4H7) 100HS Hate tong nilOKdr 5-39 P Breda m n 

ISO 046000 Brian R»ri (Ite 5*0 U »nc 49-13 — 8 Rbfretcfc S! 80 
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Results 


HAMILTON 

*.i li -i, unto m wiMiniL J McAuiny 
(B-2)s A Ltaytau StHwCtelMr 

(4-1 i*v). 7 rtn 3, ft. (J WnlnwdgM] Tore: 
EftSD; CUD, E2.40. Dual F: CB.Ift CSF: 

E21JS2. 

toift 1, LA DOVBOBft n Uidlon (7-1 
ttrtnvfc a. Boon mtirai (7-1 *i 

Anwthnr Htetaara (40-1); *, tree 
ti awra (-IB-11. 7-1 en-<ani Capuin CareL 18 
ran 1ft, fed, nL (C Booth! Tree: C 8BP: Cl BO. 


CftBO. GftfiO. C2J0. Dual f: CB9.S0. CSF: 
D6091.Trtcrat:C1.7789£. 

3.1b 1, aiOLEH TteAB, O HoNted (8-18 
lav): a, NiMH tert (5-iK a, Kmra 
(11-2). 8 ran 4. lit (M jahnaton) Tote: £190: 
Cl.lO, £1 90. CUM. Oral F: £290. C8F: £396. 
&40i t.unna vamat, g Duflimu ( 7-2 

fry): «,Ttataurar (B-l): a. FMtnrai Prnre 

prai 04-1). 10 ran Hd. >■ IS Wooes) Tote: 
£4.50; E2.D0. £3.00. £6.70. Dual F: £3000. 
CSF: 62041. Trlcaat £32* 60 TrHncte: 

S222.ea 

4.1b I, P OH TTTE tOPrift D itenraqh 
(12-1). X tefa tett n m-et a. Hobby 
Dvni|6-1). 139 iBvCefebrelion Cake. 11 
ran 1. IX (M Brttteln] Tote; SM2J30. £3.10, 
£21 0, £220. Dual F: ESS.0O. CSF: £8724. 


49SE 1, UNBFOfM, J MeAulsy (7-1); X 
mrinOdter (33-1). 3, CuBurad Kteg 
(20-11: A. warttraa AuLOad (5-1 Fav) 18 
ran X X (Miss S Hall) To»: £820: £2.40, 
£4.30. £450. Dual F: £302.10. CSF: £218.48. 
T [east £4937,16. 

PtACSPOTl £344,50. QUAD FOTi 64820. 
BATH 

moor 1, BROCKTON SABA. C Rlfflec 
(fe*1); 2 , L'Aobkmi riolr (14-1): 3, Lady 
flam* (4-1 lay). 14 ran IK X (B Meehan} 
Ton El ft 60; £4.40, £5.70. CUD. Dual F. 
£283.70. CSF; £119,12 NR: Tru# LM Ways, 
ajaoi «, m the stocks, k Fan on (g-ij- 
2, Miitann Had (2G-i|; 3, • 


(1S-21: «, WM Ttar (40-1). 7-2 lav 
Afidonado. isranx IX nk-fLCcmreniTota: 
C7J0; n 70. E540. £1.40. £13 BO. Dual F‘ 
£106.10. CSF: MKT?. Trica&t £722.10. 
ftMi 1, BATMWICK. J Raid (9-1); A 
J am a Ptayar P-1 lav): 9, MtaM 
(14-1 );« r DMrtoDflnoar (12-1). 16 ran FA. 
2. (a Smart I Tote. £10.00, Cl 5tt ClAft E2J0. 
Dual F:£1 290. C8F'E21 63. Trlcuct C331 14. 
uoi t, ratr acadmy, t oudvi <5-2 
tev); x, fltort p-1): a, vnata P » g . w 
(4-1). IB ran 4. a |C Morgan) Tom C3.KX 
Cl JO. £190. £190. Dual F.C4AL CSF: £8^1. 
AOO: 1. nauaOHFOMAQH, S WnlWOrttl 
(13-1). a. areally Tlu Bhutan); 3. Wd 
Cnteret Beirff-1). 6-2 law SrrawPurt) tta 
16 ran 6, S. (i BabBng) T«a: d4 so. OM. 


£4 JO. 0.00. Dual F: ci07sa CSF: C225.44, 

Tricatc njsr/.n. 

4JO- 1. FURSurr or oouo. a una» 
(8-1); 9, Uofa UM (9-2 Jitevk 3, Dads 
(6-1). 16 ran Hd. IX (A Kallaway) Tote: 
CB.40; £1.80. E2.20. £2.60. Dual F: £3290. 
CW:£40.ia 

SJiOt 4, CAUDA flOUMA, T OuJnn B-1 
Wv): ft. Hand To ^uro (ID-rt); a. Wfeta 
5“* (9- IV. 41* r-nnwrartum (25-1). ie ran 
Shfl, IX IX (U Channon) ToM £490; £1 JO. 
£290. £380. £4.60. Dual F: £17.10. CSF- 
£3030. TrtCASt E244J7. NR: Utialln 
JACKron Mil won. E14JJ4384 canted lo»w 
wardtoUnodoW. 

WABWOTi £88.40. 
aiiABPonnua. 
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Football 


Resigned Robson opens 
sale talks on £5m Merson 


Ian Ross 



IDDLESBROUGH 
are expected to an- 
nounce within the 
next 24 hours that 
they are willing to sell Paul 
Merson, possibly to Totten- 
ham Hotspur. 

The 30-year-old England 
midfielder had been due to 
meet the Middlesbrough man- 
ager Bryan Robson yesterday 
to discuss newspaper reports 
at the weekend that he 
wished to leave the North- 
east for personal and health 
reasons, but Merson did not 
travel Grom London. 

Merson. a reformed alco- 
holic and compulsive gam- 
bler. believes that he runs the 


risk of lapsing back into bad 
habits if he extends his brief 
relationship with Middles- 
brough. “I asked to get away 
three times last season but it 
was all hushed up," he said. 
“1 believe it is time to go. It is 
not a question of me wanting 
to go back down south as I 
have just bought a £400.000 
house in Middlesbrough. But 
I have to sort things out 

'‘I was told that th fa season 
we would be building a team 
that would win trophies but it 
would appear we are not go- 
ing to win anything. The fans 
deserve more than this. I feel 
the only solution Is to get 
away." 

Although Robson spent 
much of last week insisting 
that Merson would be remain- 


ing to honour the Gve-year 
contract he signed four 
months ago. he is now 
resigned to the player's depar- 
ture. Robson yesterday 
opened preliminary negotia- 
tions with the Aston Villa 
manager John Gregory, who 
indicated last Friday that he 
would be willing to pay 
£5 million to buy Merson as a 
replacement for Dwight 
Yorke. who joined Manches- 
ter United last month. 

Tottenham, meanwhile, 
have let it be known that they 
would like to return Merson 
to the capital in a deal which 
could see the striker Chris 
Armstrong leave White Hart 

Lane for the Riverside 
Stadium. 

Robson admitted yesterday 


that he needed to lower the 
curtain on English football’s 
latest unsavoury transfer 
saga. "I have read all the 
stories over the weekend and 
obviously things needed to be 
sorted out," he said. “I have 
spoken to Paul briefly on the 
telephone but you can't sort 
out something like this in 
that way. 

"We have decided that we 
must meet face-to-face to dis- 
cuss his situation at this 
club.” 

If he is allowed to leave 
Merson win follow Pierre van 
Hooijdonk and David Uns- 
worth in lending credence to 
the theory that contracts 
within football are no longer 
worth the paper on which 
they are printed. 


I nee fights to 
limit damage 


P AUL INCE yesterday at- 
tempted to defend his 
conduct during Eng- 
land's European Champion- 
ship defeat in Sweden which 
led to his dismissal and accu- 
sations that he then shouted 
obscenities at the referee and 
made a V-sign as he left the 
pitch. 

The Liverpool captain, sent 
off by Pierluigi Collina for 
two bookable offences, said: 
‘Teople have been trying to 
make something out of it alL 
It would be easy to forget they 
are English. They are trying 
to wind things up. All the 
‘other* stuff is a load of rub- 
bish. I wasn't doing anything 
to the crowd and I don’t care a 
monkey’s what it looked like 
on TV. I know what I did and 
didn’t do." 

Ince believes he should 
only get a one-match ban far 
the two yellow-card offences, 
rather than heavier punish- 
ment which would follow if he 
were also found guilty of dis- 
sent “Two yellow cards is a 
one-match ban. Tm gutted to 
be missing one international. 
Any attempt to make it any 
more would be very unfair," 
he said. 

Another England player 
busily defending himself yes- 
terday was Tony Adams, who 
insisted that the controversy 
over his and Glenn Hoddle's 


respective books should not 
have affected England’s 
performance. 

Alan Shearer, the England 
captain, bad claimed: "All 
that stuff about the books that 
went on before the game 
didn't help and could have af- 
fected the players.” But Ad- 
ams, Arsenal’s captain, 
claimed that his own below- 
par performance in the 2-1 de- 
feat had nothing to do with 
the pre-match differences that 
emerged after the newspaper 
appearance of extracts from 
books by himself and the Eng- 
land coach. 

“All I can say is that no 
words or no article have ever 
affected the way I play. I go 
out there and do my best and 
try to play footbalL Obviously 
sometimes I don't play well, 
but 1 can honestly say that no 
book, article or whatever af- 
fects the way I do my job.** . 

Hod die will clearly be hop- 
ing Ince escapes with a one- 
match ban, particularly as he 
believes the player had 
teamed up successfully with 
his Liverpool team-mate Ja- 
mie Redknapp who was mak- 
ing a comeback from injury. 

“The risk there was that he 
[Redknapp] hadn't bad much 
Premiership footbalL but I 
felt that the balance was there 
with Incey. Jamie passed the 
ball excellently." he said. 


Smith gives Protti 
a watching brief 


W ALTER SMITH, the 
Everton manager, 
hopes to persuade 
the Italian striker Igor 
Protti to move to Goodison 
Park from Lazio by taking 
him to watch the Premier- 
ship struggle rs at Notting- 
ham Porest tonight. 
Smith’s side have not 
scored so far this season. 

Protti was due in Liver- 
pool for talks with Smith 
after a travel mix-up on 
Sunday left the manager, 
his assistant Archie Knox 
and the dab secretary 
Michael Dunford waiting at 
Manchester Airport. 

If the striker, who joined 
Tjigfn from Bologna just 
over a year ago, can be con- 
vinced that he should 
switch to Everton on loan 
for a year he may make his 
debut at home to Leeds on 
Saturday. Lazio do not 
want to sell the 30-year-old 
Protti to another Italian 
club bat are happy to let 
him move abroad. 

The Coventry midfielder 
Noel Whelan will almost 
certainly miss tomorrow's 
match at Liverpool after 
being injured in a brawl at 
a party at the weekend. 

Coventry’s chairman 
Bryan Richardson said: 
“We will do everything we 
ran to make sure he is 


looked after properly and 
back playing Cor Coventry 
as quickly as we can. His 
own situation regarding 
police matters Is not our 
responsibility and some- 
thing he has got to deal 
with himself." 

Michael Knighton, the 
Carlisle United nhainn»n l 
has won substantial libel 
damages and his legal costs 
against Reed International 
Books. His complaint 
related to an article in The 
Sunday Tunes Illustrated 
History of Football con- 
cerning his aborted take- 
over of Manchester United. 

St Johnstone yesterday 
named Sandy Clark as their 
manager In succession to 
Paul Sturrock. who joined 
Dundee United last week. 

The European Commis- 
sion has asked for more de- 
tails of the proposed Super 
League after a meeting yes- 
terday with Media Part- 
ners. the company behind 
the project. 

A spokesman for the 
European Commissioner 
Karel Van MIert, who does 
not favour the project, said 
Rodolfo Hecht-Lucarei. 
chairman of Media Part- 
ners, had promised to pro- 
vide more detailed informa- 
tion of rules that would 
cover the project. 



Magpies on manoeuvres . . . Ruud Gullit directs Alan Shearer on the training pitch for 
the first time since taking up the managerial reins at Newcastle after the abrupt 
departure of Kenny Dalglish at the end of last month photograph: lee smtih 


Sparkling Diamonds set for Conference record 


Jon Brodkin on how one man’s vision of playing league football 
by the Millennium has taken giant strides towards becoming reality 


kUSHDEN and Dia- 
[rnonds are not short of 
l claims to fame. David 
Ginola made his Newcastle 
debut there, the shirt worn by 
Eric Cantona in the 1994 FA 
Cup final hangs proudly in 
the club's executive suite, and 
their chairman Max Griggs is 
one of Britain's richest men. 

But the Conference dub 
may make a new name for 
themselves tonight Victory 
at Dover would extend their 
100 per cent start to the sea- 


Pools Forecast 


son to eight matches and 
overhaul the league record 
set by Wycombe Wanderers 
six years ago. 

It would also bring the 
dream of their multi-million- 
aire owner closer to reality. 
Griggs, who made his fortune 
manufacturing Dr Martens 
boots, said in 1992 that he 
wanted Football League 
status by the Millennium. 

It was an ambitious plan to 
say the least Rushden and Di- 
amonds were then starting 
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life after the amalgamation of 
Rushden Town and Irthllng- 
borougb Diamonds. Their 
first match, in the Southern 
League Midland Division, 
was watched by 315 people. 

Six years, two promotions 
and around £10 million later 
they lead the Conference by 
six points. Crowds at their 
plush ground average around 
2^00. the club have their own 
radio station and their ban- 
queting suite hosts snooker's 
European League. Griggs has 


Results 


Football 


EUROPEAN U-21 CHAMPIONSHIP! 
Group Bfprti Macedonia 1 Malta 0. 

Golf 

GREATER MILWAUKEE OPEN; laarfcf 
M AMM 1 2SS J Sluman 66. 66. 63. 68. 
3«S S stnefcer 68. 63. 67. 68. X88 M Cal- 
Givecctuj 86. 64. 60. 6K N Henke 7a 6?. 
87. 89: C perry 86. 62. 87. 71 >83 O Bar- 
ron 87. 67. 68. 67. 270 F Funk 86. 70. 65. 
67: U Camay ala 08. 66. 60. 89. 271 T 
Byrum 67. 68. 68. 67: Q H|erWmJt 66. 67. 
69. 69. B Andrade 74. 64. 66. 88: K Went- 
worth 68. 65. SB, TO. 273 B Komm 70. 66. 

67. 69. 273 W Austin 68. 66. 69. 66: K 
Sutherland 63. 66. 69. 89: T Armour III 66. 

68. 68. 71; O Ogrln 68. 84. 68. 72. 274 T 
Prrnice Jr 0a. 87. 7X 86: Jn Cook 67. 71. 
86. 87: D Edwards 67. 89, TO. 68: J P Hayes 
68. 70. 68. 66: J Maglnrrea 67. 65. 66. 74. 
27S S Kendall 66. 71. 71. 85: 0 Sutherland 
71. 66. 70. 86. D Toms 07. 89. 71. W. J 
Defslng 68 68. 70. 69: D Wafdort 6ft 67. TO. 
70; L Porter 88. 68. 71. 70: B Clear 86, 70. 
68, 70; 5 Skinner 71. 66. 67, 71. 

COAST CLASSIC fMilton. 
Fla): He ding Han* e c o r — : 200 D Quig- 
ley 68. 66, 65. 201 J Colbort 69. 86. 66. 
302 L Thompson M. 67. 69. 203 B Duval 
67. 89. 67. D Lwidstrom 63. 71. 6S: I AoW 
65. £6. 72; H Irwin 67. 67. 69. 304 F Conner 
89. 70. 65 208 G Morgan 87. 72, 66; B 
straws 71. 66. 88: W Hell 69. 67. 89. 208 J 
Sr gel 89. 70. 67. B Cole 89. 69. 68. 307 B 
Htekey 67. 73. 67; O Gilbert 68. 71. 68: T 
Jenkins 70. 88. 69: M McCullough 69. 67. 

71. E Daugherty 87. 88. 72 D Wood 70. 86. 
71 

LPGA CHAMPMMSHN* (Portland. Ore- 
gon): Leerfetg fiwkl eeeras (US unless 
BUtedl: 204 D AmmeecapHne 65. 87. 77 
SOS c Klem 68. 67. 7a 207 D Ammeeee- 
pane 71. 70. 68. 208 K Tschetter 71, 72. 66, 
E Wfcoff 70. 68. 7a 200 K Saiki 72. 7a 67. 
210 □ Andrews 72. 67. 71. J inketBr 7a 68. 

72. T Barren 89. 69. 72. BifttUto 214 C 
Matthew 76. 70. 6& 213 J Mood I c 72. 73. 
70 218 S Lowe 74. 71. 73. 220 S Stoto- 
wlck 74. 73. 7a 221 H Dobson 73. 72. 76 


Tennis 


US OFNN (Flushing Meadow. NY): Men: 
Third m um ! O Oran fGer) M Q Grant 
(US) 7-S. 6-7. 6-3. 7-6; M Lareera (Swe) 
bt M Run iChllel 6-1. 6-7. 2-6. 8-3. 6-2: ■ 
PMppauseie fAus) o> L Amok] (Arg) 7-6. 
&-3. ft-3: A CorreQe ISp) bi 8 Black (Zim) 
6-3. 4-8. 6-2. 7-t 

Wo men : Forth rowA P Sc iaind a 

(Switc) M S Oral (Gar) 6-3. 6-4; A Ceetaar 
(SAj m C Martinez (Sp) 6-4. 4-6. 6-2. 
SCOTTISH CHAMPIONSHIPS (Edin- 
burgh)- Thktl mood guaEfy tegi Hero T 
Nydatd iSwel bt R Hanger (GB) 6-1. 8-0: J 
Wofaderf (Ger) bt L Wahlgnm (Swel 4-6. 
8-3. 6-4. J OJefa |Fm) bt F Loren (See) 
6-3. 6-2: P Frw rfc i rh— n w (Swe) bl J Del- 
gado iGB) 6-3. 7-6. W ijiihw s Itrlei dill u 
l Bert t» A Salas (Sp) 6-4. 6-0: E Ciwut- 
ohet (ir) or F Schtavone (It) 0-8. 0-2. 6-3. 1 
Hdec M M Escobar (Sp) 8-0. 8-4; S Star 
(Tun) bt D Sellaberry (Fr) 7-6. 0-8. 6-2. 

American Football 

NFU Pittsburgh 20 Boltfmare 13; Aflame 
19 Carolina 14; Jacksonville 24 Chicago 
23. Tennesson 23 Cincinnati 14; Green Bay 


built a Doc Shop at the 
ground which sells boots of 
the non-footballing kind. 

This season Rushden’s 
manager Brian Talbot, once 
of Arsenal and England, has 
the benefit of a full-time 
squad which includes such 
former luminaries as Chris 
Whyte (Arsenal and Leeds 
United) and Colin West (Sun- 
derland and Rangers). 

They also have a fall-time 
chairman. “Mr Griggs travels 
on the coach with us. he 
comes into the dressing-room 
before and after the game," 
Talbot said. "He even comes 
to the training ground but I 
enjoy him being here. He's 


38 Detroit 12. Minnesota 31 Tampa Bay 7; 
NY Glanm 31 Washington 24: Seattle 38 
Philadelphia 0: Now Orleans 24 St Louis 
17; Dallas 36 Arizona to Miami 24 India- 
napolis IS: San Diego 16 BurtaJo 14; San 
Francisco 36 NY Jets 30 (ot): Kansas Ctty 
28 Oakland & 


Baseball 


Detroit 3 Cleveland 
z Toronto 8 Boston 7; Chicago WS 6 NY 
Yankees 5; Oakland 8 Tampa Bay 2 Ana- 
itelm 3 Kansas City 0: Taxes 5 Minnesota 
8; Seanls 2 Baltunora 5. 1 miBii itwnl 
tag* Baal Dtitilnia 1. *NY Yankees 
(Wioo— L40-Pct.7J4-GBO); 2. Boalon 
(B1-6Q- 674-19*1; 3, Toronto (77-86- 
.538-24*}. Cetrtnd Dnrlatoc 1. Cleveland 
(W79-L63-PCLS56-GB0): 2. Chicago WS 
(68-7«-.465-t3); 3. Kansas Ctty 185-77- 
.458-14). Weak DMdoa 1. Anaheim 
(W79-L64-PcL5Sa-G80): 2 Texas (75-67- 
.528-3*1; 33. Oakland (66-77-.M2-13). 
(*=CUnched play-ail place). 

NATIONAL LEAOUB Florida 6 Montreal 
2 Pittsburgh 4 Chicago Cubs 3 (lOtnn): NY 
Mata 0 Atlanta 4; Milwaukee 5 Philadel- 
phia 4; Colorado 12 San Diego 2 3t Louis 
S Cincinnati 2 Arizona 1 Houston TO Los 
2 San Franctoco 6. LaiAng 
1. Atlanta 
IW92-L6 1-Pct. 643-GB0J; 2. NY Mels 
(79-64-352-13); 3. Philadelphia (67-76- 
■469-251. Contra! BMrin t. Houston 
(W90-L53-PC1622-GB0); 2. Chicago Cuba 
(SO-63-. 558-10); 3. St Louis (69-73- 
.486-20*). Wot D hrta le n. 1. San Diego 
(W91-L62-PCL638-GB0); 2 San Francisco 
(77— 66- .538-14); 3. LA (72-71 -.503-18). 

Cricket 


Darbys 2nd » 189 (P A J Defrettaa 581. 
Norihanto 2nd XI 205-6 (A J Swann 67no). 
Northams won by flve vricmta. 

MINOR COUNTIES CHAMPIONSHIP 
PLAT-om Bot autwmU a Starts 177-6 
(L Pooar 58) and 170-3 (S J Dean 68). 
Dorset 92. Stalls won on Mgtter run rata. 
EC* TWO-DAY CQMPEIinON FMALl 
H ove. Warica 264-9 (J Troughton 73). Sus- 
sex 189. Works won by 9 runs. 

Crown Green Bowls 

WATERLOO (Blackpool}: AM round: J 
Barker (Hndey Green) bt D McDermott 
fWIrral) 21-16; T Hn ng f rte ii (Outon) M A 
Proctor (Stockport) 21-15: S Coups 
(Houghton) bt P Davies (Warrington) 

21-19: M (Pudaey) bt J Stanway 

I Stoke) 21-13; R Mahay (Aarfncham) 0< R 
Everitt (Walsall) 71-15; L Hlggli Outturn 
(Thornton) bl N Simpson (Shipley) 21-20: 
■ Evans (Chademcor) bt A Prescott 
(Leigh) 21-17. C Stater (Keighley) bt A 
Thornton (Barrow) 21-17: R Crewtber 
(H udders!) a Id) M M Chapman (Blackburn) 
21-10: 3 Mode 1 Bar TOW] bt J Lees (WaJ- 
torHe-Oale] 21-13: T Hugwiw (Keigh- 
ley) bt D Richardson (Wigan) 21-13. J 
HmW i uu to (Leigh) bt C Morrison (Sale) 
21-20; D Aka (Ngrmonton) bl S Cheavin 
(Stockport) 21-1 7; J Ijm pl d n (WlrrelJ H B 
Starkey (Mlrfletd) 21-16. 

Cycling 

TOUR OP SPAM HU aw* (Cadiz to 
Estapona, ifcLScm]; 1, J Klraipuu (Eat) Ca- 
sino 4hr ISmin 24sacj 2. M Wusl (Gw) 
Lotus: 3. □ Lombardi (It) Telekom; 4, J 
Bilpevens (Nettij TVM: 5. 1 Cenoil (it) Este- 
pona: 6. O Trent) (US) Cantina Toilo all at 


totally involved but he 
doesn't interfere one bit with 
the football side.” 

Talbot has proved he can 
look after that himself. When 
he took over in March 1997 
Rushden were in danger of 
relegation from the Confer- 
ence. "The most important 
thing is to stay where we 
are,” he said. “It's disappoint- 
ing that there’s only one pro- 
motion spot. Manchester 
United can finish second in 
the Premiership and get into 
the Champions League. If you 
finish second in the Confer- 
ence you faiL” 

Talbot has failed before. He 
was sacked by West Brom- 


gtanrllauki 1. L Jatabert (Fr) ONCE I4hr 
57mm 41sctr. 2. M Zbsrg iSwitz) Post 
Swiss at &bc. 3, p Goanom (Ft) Coddle 0. 


Ice Hockey 


BE NSON 8 HEDGES CUP* Edinburgh 4 
File 2: Guildford 5 Slough 4: London 3 
Sheffield & Manchester 3 Nottingham 3; 
Newcastle 4 Cardiff X Paisley 8 Telford 5. 
Peterborough 9 Kingston 5. 


Rowing 


(Cologne): 
Odra (first 
three to semMlnals. rest to repechage): 
H o s t 1: I. j Bamsy/A Isharwood (Aua) 
7 min 9 21 sod 2.C Vantanl/M Cards (Chile) 
7.13.4ft A R Tobfer/M Rowand (SA) 
7.1655. Haal 2i i. C AioarantefC Gaddi 
(II) 7JJSA2 a B SchmldtiT Binder (Swttz) 
7 11.13: 3. N strange/A Orsyl (GB) 7.16.70. 
Heat a. l. V Montabonel/J-C Bene (Fr) 
7.11.63; 2. A Schueter/M Hassa (Gar) 
7-2SJ7; 3, J K Jeosen/J O Nielsen (Dan) 
'2028 U rfit ia lu l. l doable aedh (win- 
ner la seml-flnal. rest to repechage): Hast 
Is I Euler TO Roaming (Gar) 6m In 5696&ac. 
Heart M Crtsp^L PeWnart (ft) 6.5439. 
Hwt 31 M GierSM Gler iSwitz) B &8S7 
HaaN 4t J Cdome7J-C Saez (Sp) 6.5696. 
IN* Sc T ChapafWP Turon (Fr) T.01 J4 
8= T KucSiaraki/R Sycz (Pol) ?.oa7i. 
‘ _ (winner to 

Bnal. real to repechage). HI i, Haty 
6mln 20 88saa Heat M Germany 6,22.52. 
Owdrupb acids (winner to Bnol, real to 
repechage): Hknrt 1: Italy Gmin H87 «jc. 
Heat as Germany 6 16.80. Cooed hm 
(winner to final, rest to repechage): that 
Ti Australia 6m in 2824sec. Heat & Czech 
Rep 6 35.08. Uditod i M tuhn hwa 
(winner to semMinela. rest to repechage), 
had Is Denmark 6m In 26S4sec. Hart as 
France 833.78. Heat 3: Spain 63186. 
Heat 4d Ireland ID Holland, a Ooan. N 
Maxwell. A O-Cotmori 630 49 BgUa tflral 
TO Until, rest to repechage): Heat It Ger- 
many 5mln 6435sec. Heat 2 j US 534.89. 
W o m e n: Uat i f a l^it doable wndta (first 
throe to semuinala. res to rapacoags): 
Host li l. A Hellbere/L-S Anderason 
(Den) 7mln 47.1BMC 2. u Kira|p/K Knejp 
(9we) 7 55.63, 3. Peng Ylng/Yu Zhljuan 
(China) 8.03.43. Heat 3r 1. E BruocwU Bar- 
ellJ (IQ 7.45.43: 2. K SWphanTC Blast, org 
(Gar) 7.46.22: 3. E Mironas/E Maniuec (Sp) 
7.46 SI Heat 3i 1. C Collins/S Gamer (US) 
7.36.36, 2. A Tamas/C Uacovtduc (Rom) 
7J35.&. 3. T Langtaixta/J Hon (OB) 74433. 
I l g ld we l B *rt mnri i i gd k aoob (winner to 
final, rest to repechage)’ Heat It Greece 
/min 7.25sae. Heat £ Germany 7.Q2£7. 
Q uad ra pla maMm (winner to final, rest to 
repechage): Haat it Germany 6min 
54 01 sac Heat 2i Russta 65423. EWUa 
(flrei (D final, rest hi repechage): Haat 1: 
Romania 6m In 3550sec Heat Si US 
035.43 

Sailing 

d TO WORLD CHAMRIONSMPS FINALS 

I Palma oe Maiiarcs, Sp). Moo: 1. G Philip. 
peTT Carl ou (Fr) 4Spo: 2. J Mohxm/M 
Rehm (Swe) 62. 3. P LesUnoiVK Helnila 
(Ftn) S3; 4, T Copi/M Marion (Sloven) 76. 
5. G ILartmez/T Cenlaro !5p) 77; 6, P Foer- 
ster/B Merrick (US1 81 WoaMte 1. R Tar 
an/E Pakhotohik (Ukri 51pts. 2. N Du- 
hesne/S Aeon (Spi S3; 3. N Blrkner/W 
Buolle (Gerl 63. 4. S BrAatorcm^ Ttoulla 
(Gre) 64; 5. F Seslo/P Relnoso (Arg) 71: 6 
s ward/u ward fDoni 72. 


wich Albion in January 1991 
after the FA Cup defeat by 
Woking and spent an un- 
happy period as joint owner 
of Kettering before moving to 
Malta. 

He won two titles there 
with Hibernians but, desper- 
ate to return to England, ac- 
cepted an offer from Griggs. 
“One of the things that per- 
suaded me to come is that he 
said ‘Let's have some fan' and 
we do. Sometimes football is 
too serious. It’s a game to be 
enjoyed and at times you 
have to be a good loser as 
weLL” 

Dover are likely to find out 
about that tonight- 


DlfiOPGAH WOMEN *S HATCH P fttV 

INC CHAM WOWS mPS [TravomufKlo. 

(GB): a M Klok (Der^TxK ZuktorSan 
(Nath): 4. D O Jenson (Den); 5. S Robert- 
■on (OB); a N Stogenwalner (Gar): 7. M 
Sterling; ft (Swe): 0. A Bowman (Ire): B. C 
Brtond (Fr); 1ft M Castanedo (Sp). 

Snooker 

CHAMPIONS SUPER CHALLENGE 
(Shenyang. China): Hotrod robin, lira* 
raronh Q Hib (Chlnal bl A HI Wai (HG) 
3-2; Hue bl S Hendry (Scot) 3-2: J Mg- 
(Scot) bt S Davis (Eng) 4-1; Hendry 
bt HI Wai 4-1; P Walgon (China) bl Hig- 
gins 3-2. IHwirtk i gn 1, Hue 12pts; 2. 
Hendry, Hlgglna ft 4, WOgou 8: 5. HI Wai 3: 
8. Davis 1 

Fixtures 

(7 45 unless stand) 

Football 

FA CA RUN Q PHHMBtSMlPi Leeds v 
Southampton: Hoorn Forasl v Everton. 
NAT KU ft riD S LEAGUB Firs* PWtalooi 

Barnsley v Norwich; Birmingham * Stock- 
pore Bury v Portsmouth: Crews v C Pal- 
ace: Huddersfield v Wattord; Ipswich v 
Bradford: Port Vale v Wolverhampton: 
OW v Tran mere; Shall IKd v Grimsby: 
Sunderland v Bristol C: West Brom v Bel- 
ton. Tecorirt: Blackpool v Note Co (7.30): 
Bristol Rvrt v Chestorfiaid; Fulham v 
Stoke; Gillingham v Northampton; Man 
City v Bournemouth: Oldham v Maeciee- 
flair, Walsall v York: Wigan v Colehestar; 
Wrexham v Luton (730): Wycombe v Pres- 
ton. Ti ile ri Cardiff v Berner (730); Carfisls 
v Swansea. DorilngBo v Marti apod (730); 
Exeter v Brighton. Hull v Rochdale (7.30): L 
Orient v Mansfield; Peterborough v Chea- 
ter RoffiBrtmm v Plymouth; Scunthorpe u 
Cambridge Utd (730): Southend v Hafifex: 
Torquay v Brentford. 


Ayr v Rangers (8.0); HlmarnoeA v Alrdria: 
Si Johnstone v Hibernian. 

FA CHALLBNQK CUP. Prwflmkrary 


Maine Rd v RamaboBom 


uta BHkngtiam Syn v Marske Utd: BarweK 
v Snepshed Dynamo: Bonowesh Victoria v 
Brtdjpiorm Tn: Sudbury Tn v sattoM; Ldn 
Cotnay v Hornchurch: Tilbury v Bury Tn: 
Greys Ath « Kingsbury Tn; Halts ham Tn v 
Farnhom Tn; Fisher Ath v Eg ham Tn: Mar- 
gate v Ashford Tn. Horsham v Chatham 
Tn; Waston-e-Mara v Newport AFC; Foifee- 
Storra v Tonbridge 

COfffaBNCM Barrgw v Morocambe: 
Dover v Rtshden A D'monds; K ottering v 
ChaUanhsm: Welting v Yeovil: Ktegateninn 
v Stevenage. 

UN [BOND LEAGUE: PinBai DMahror 

AMrtneham v Lancaaer (730); Friddev v 
Em>8y (7.30k Leigh RMI v Coluryn Bay 
(730): Runcorn v Hyde UU (7.30); Staly- 
btidgo v Chortey (730); WMtby Tn v Biyth 
Spartans (7 30). Wlnstord utd v Marine 
(730); Worksop v Spennymoor (7.30). 
Ch aff ca g e Coo: PM roronfa Accrington 
Stanley v Gretna, Alfrekm Tn v Eastwood 
Tit; Bomber Bridge v Burscough; Drayte- 
don v FILxton; Great Honmod Tn v Nether- 
neld Kendal: Harrogate Tn v Parsley 
CNHc: Hock nail Tn v Siodcsbrtdge PS: 
MaBocfc Tn v Lincoln Utd: wuton Alb » 
RadClItfe Bor. 


Vogts quits 
Germany job 

B ERTI VOGTS resigned as 
Germany’s coach yester- 
day In the wake of his side's 
poor performances in recent 
friendlies against Malta and 
Romania. The European cham- 
pions begin their title defence 
with a Group Three qualifier 
in Turkey next month. 

The early favourite, to take 
over is Jupp Heynckes, who 
has been backed by Vogts’s 
predecessor Franz 

Beckenbauer. 

Bulgaria, England's next 
Euro 2000 qualifying oppo- 
nents on October 10. also need 
a new coach as Hrlsto Bonev 
has quit following Sunday’s 
3-0 home defeat by Poland. 


WURMAN LEAOUE CUP: Prctbnknry 

row* Abingdon T v Slough T; Aylesbury 
Utd v Leyton P; Barton Rvre v Camberlay 
T; Bog nor Regis T v Che* ham Utd; Bore- 
ham Wood v Enfield; Bromley v Tooting 8. 
M Utd: Carshatton .Ath v Banstssd Ath; 
Chertsey T v ChaUont St P: Croydon Ath v 
Harlow T. Dulwich Hamlet v Sunon Uld: 
Harrow Bor v E Thurrock Utd; Hamel 
Hampstead v Romford; Heybridge v Wal- 
ton 4 H: urchin T V Aldershot T; Laather- 
heed v Corinthian; Leighton T v Uxbridge: 
Maidenhead Utd v Lewes; Staines T v 
Yeadlng; woarostone v Beriihameied T; 
Wembley v Hampton: Whyteleale v 
Gravesend 4 fit Windsor 4 E v Hungsriord 
T: Worthing v BUIericay T. Itowto ya i Che- 
ahunt v Hornchurch: Clapton v Egham T, 
Ford Utd v Avotrry; Thame Utd v Ware 
HYMAN LEAOUM Smni DMafaro 
Wttham Tn v Barking. Wtvsnhoe Tn v Wo- 
Ungham Tn Third Dtototo nj Epsom 4 
EwaH v Flackvrell Hth: Tilbury v Kingsbury 
Tn: Wlngsto & Finchley v Southall. 

OR MARTENS I ffAflllB Premlar Mv- 
Wow Bath C v Hastings. Bromsgrove v 
Kings Lynn: Cambridge C v Granin xm 
(730); Dorchester v Crnwtey Tn: Gtoucee- 
ter C v Weymouth (730); Halesowen v 
Boston Utd; Ilkeston Tn v Tamwonh (730): 
Merthyr v Worcester C (730); Nuneaton v 
Burton Alb: Rothweii Tn v Greeley Rvre. 
Nifi iff DfiMm Btcston Tn v Paget 
fttgra; Blakenall v Hinckley Utd: Ctevedon 
Tn v Newport AFC; Evesham Utd v Cinder- 
ford Tit Redditch Utd v Bedworth UU: Slaf- 
lord Rngre v Moor Green. Stamford AFC v 
Shepahed Dynamo; Stourbridge v RC War- 
wick; Sutton Cotdfietd Tn v Btoxwich Tit 
WesaorvS-Mare v Solihull Bora t wtwa 
P h r lsl B W! Andover v Havant 4 Waterioo- 
vllte; Baktock Tn v Corby Tn; Margate * 
Erith 4 Bahrodora; N e wport tow v Ciren- 
cester Tit Rounds Tn v Bracfelay Tn: Ton- 
bridge v Flshar Ath Ldn: Witney Tn v Fleet . 
Tn; Yale Tn v Bashley 
NORTH nsiRM TRAMS I IWWIB 
Hra* DhMro Atherton LR v SKstmere- 
dale lAd; Bootle v Mossley; Cheadle Tn v 
Leek CSOB; Gloesop NE v Nontwleh Tic 
Newcasan Tn v Prescot Cotus: Rossorv- 
daw UU v Workington: Soitord C v Rams- 
bonom Ud: Vauxitafi GM v Kldsgrove Ath. 
ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
IMBUE FM Dhfalro South Shields v 
Tow Law Tn; Stockton v Jorrow Roofing. 


ArmUiorpe Wotlare v 
Ualtby UW; Arnold Tn » Donoby UU. Bux- 
ton v Uvaraedge; Eccleshtll Utd y Brigg 
Tn: Gariorth To v Glasahoughton WolLire: 
Norm Ferrlby UU v Stevotey MW. Oesett 
Alb v Ttiackley: Pomotract Cob v Ossett 
Tn: Selby Tn v Pickering Ta 
■CRBWnX MSCT LEAOUB Prerater 
Mi W™ Odd Down v Bristol MF; Wtrst- 
bury Utd v Mslkaham Tn. 

LEAOUE OP W ALBS' Banger C v Can- 
nah’8 Quay (7.30); Berry Tn v Alan Udg 
(730): Holywell v Conwy |7 30); Newtown v 
Caamaiton Tn (T 30). 

NAnomnDE GOLD cup; Section At 
Bangor v Coleraino (7.30): Catrick v Clll- 
tonviHa (730). tannery v BaHymona 
(730). I i ri lta Bi Aida v Omagh Tn (7301: 
Baltydara v Glontoran (7.30). Dungannon 
v Crus 3d ora (7 3 Of. Larne v PortSdown 
(730); Umavady Utd v Unfteld (7.3(1), 
Newry v Gtenevon (7.30) 

Rugby Union 

WBSH NATIONAL LSAOUBi Prarolxr 

Aborovan v Ebbw Vnlo (73). 


Overseas 

football 


Home 
hell for 
Semb 


ChrfaTaytor 


H 


ENRIK Ibsuit. Roald 
Amundsen. Ore Har- 
_ _ lem Brundilund . . . 

your boys took one hell of a 
beating!" So. no doubt, ex- 
ulted the Latvian commenta- 
tor tm Sunday as his foam 
humbled Norway in Oslo's IH- 
levaal Stadium. 

The crowd sang the name of 
another Norwegian national 
hero. Egfl “Drlllo" Olsun. ns 
Norway crashed to « o-l de- 
feat in their first gamt* under 
his successor as coach. Nils 
Johan Semb. 

Norway had not been 
beaten on home soil since 
1991 and had never lost to Lat- 
via, but perhaps only because 
the little Baltic state disap- 
peared from the map for TM 
years. 

The break-up of the Soviet 
Union and the shattering of 
Yugoslavia a few years back 
produced 20 countries where 
once there had been two. but 
until this weekend — give Dr 
take a thrashing of Wales — 
their footballing achieve- 
ments had been modest. 

However, in addition to Lat- 
via, the neglected former Yu 
goslav republic of Macedonia 
also made a winning start tu 
their Euro 2000 campaign. 
They may only have thumped 
Malta 4-0. but Germany had 
struggled to overcome the 
same opposition 2-1 in n 
friendly last week, a result 
which probably hastened the 
end for their coach Berti 
Vogts. 

The most formidable post- 
Soviet clash was Ukraine v 
Russia. Resentment has 
smouldered since Flfa ac- 
cepted Russia as the official 
heir to the old Soviet team, 
leading several Ukrainians, 
such as Andrei Kancheiskis. 
to adopt Russian citizenship. 
This Saturday the Ukrainians 
got their revenge with a 3-2 
victory. 

It was not just former bits 
of somewhere- else that did 
well. Cyprus's 3-2 win over 
Spain was the best result in 
the island's history. 

Spain normally save their 
underachievement for the 
final stages of tournaments so 
this early flop a gains t a team 
of part-timers has increased 
the pressure on the long-serv- 
ing coach. 

Javier Clemente insisted he 
would not resign, saying: *'l 
have a lot of confidence in 
myself' — which is more 
than the Spanish press and 
public do. 

Iceland also put one over on 
the big boys, holding the 
world champions France to a 
0-0 draw in Reykjavik, while 
North Atlantic neighbours 
the Faroes only succumbed in 
the 84th minute to a goal from 
Euro 96 runners-up the Czech 
Republic. 

It is too early to draw many 
conclusions from these early 
qualifying matches, but 
Group Two is headed by Lat- 
via and Georgia. Group Four 
by Armenia and Ukraine. 
Group Eight by Macedonia 
and Group Nine by Estonia 
and Bosnia. All of which 
makes Scotland's draw in Vil- 
nius start to look like quite a 
handy point 


Sport in brief 


Golf 

Tony Jacklln says Mark James 
should not have been ap- 
pointed Europe's captain be- 
cause of his behaviour in the 
1979 match, which incurred a 
record £1,500 fine for unprofes- 
sional conduct “Be showed a 
lot of disrespect’’ the 1983-89 
Ryder Cup captain says in Golf 
International magazine. 

Tiger Woods will join Mark 
O'Meara. Vljay Singh and 
Ernie Els in the World Match 
Hay Championship at Went- 
worth on October 15-18, now 
sponsored by Cisco Systems. 

Rugby League 

Jamie Mathiou, Leed’s Aus- 
tralian prop accused of 
racially abusing the Samoan 
Apollo Perelini during last 
Friday's match against St Hel- 
ens. will not be punished by 
his club or the Rugby Football 
League, writes Andy Wilson. 
Mathiou admitted "making 
an inappropriate remark in 
the heat of the battle”. 

Boxing 

The Islington southpaw 
Adrian Dodson will meet 
South Africa's Mpush Ma- 
karabi for the vacant EBO 
middleweight championship 
tonight at York Hall. Bethnal 
Green, instead of facing Ger- 
many’s Bahri Ahmet! for the 
IBG Inter-Continental belt. 

Rugby Union 

Accusing English sportsmen 
including Tim Henman and 
the national Football team of 
"bleating their pants off”. 
Harlequins' new player-coach 
Zinzan Brooke told Rugby 
World magazine that Eng- 
land's coach Clive Woodward 
should not have said England 
would beat South Africa this 
winter: “You can’t keep 
spouting off." 
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T eenager 
shows Graf 
the exit 


Lancashire lift their second trophy in two days 


Stephen Bierley at 

Rushing Meadow on 
a former champion’s 
P US Open defeat 

S HE has given no hint 
that she is contem- 
plating retirement, al- 
though she continues 
to insist that she enters earh 
tournament “with no expecta- 
tions whatsoever 1 '. But for the 
second Grand Slam event in 
succession since her come- 
back, Steffi Graf foiled here. 
The German's tournament 


victory in New Haven just 
prior to this US Open — when 
she defeated both Jana No- 
votna. the current world No. 2, 
and Lindsay Davenport, the 
No. 3 — had raised hopes tHn+ 
at 29 she might be on the point 
of re-emerging as a major 
force, hut under the flood- 
lights of Flushing Meadow she 
was unceremoniously cut 
down in the fourth round by 
Switzerland's Patty Schnyder. 

In truth this was hardly a 
shock. Schnyder. currently 
ranked No. 10, is the most suc- 
cessful player on the women's 
circuit this year, having won 
five tournaments, and is fast 
stepping out of the shadow of 
her more illustrious compa- 
triot Mar tina Hingis. 

Graf was in trouble from 
the start against the 19-year - 
old left-hander, malting un- 
forced error after unforced 
error and eventually losing' 
6-3. 6-4. It made for unhappy 
watching, for nobody enjoys 
seeing a former great cham- 
pion playing like a novice. 

Graf has won the US Open 
title live times, the last in 
1996, but knee surgery last 
year saw her miss all the sea- 
son after the French Open, 
and her return has been a 
stuttering affair. She survived 
two rounds at Wimbledon but 
went out in straight sets to 
Natasha Zvereva of Belarus, 
who in 18 previous meetings 
had never beaten her. 

With Novotna winning 
Wimbledon for the first time 
this year at 29, there is no 
reason to suppose Graf is in- 
capable of adding to her 21 
Grand Slam titles — provided 
the left knee holds up. 

She has long been the su- 
preme athlete, dancing around 
her vulnerable harfrhand to 
crack forehands of withering 
power. But against Schnyder 
she often appeared slow. It 
may have been nerves, from 
which she has always suffered, 
brought an by her lack of 
match play. But the suspicion 
is that the knee has not fuDy 
recovered and that her career 
at the top Is effectively over. 

Whereas Grafs departure 
prompted sadness, nobody 


cared a row of beans when 
Chile's Marcelo Rios, the 
men's second seed, was 
knocked out in the third 
round by Sweden's Magnus 
Larsson 6-1, 6-7, 2-6, 6-3, 6-2. 
Rios, one of the most gifted 
players on a men’s circuit no- 
tably short of talent, remains 
infuriatingly inconsistent 
and, worse, rarely appears 
bothered when be loses. 

When the pony-tailed Chil- 
ean reached the final of this 
year's Australian Open and 
then won the titles in Indian 
Wells, Key Biscayne and 
Rome this spring to briefly 
take the No. 1 ranking away 
from Pete Sampras, there 
seemed good reason to sup- 
pose he was truly about to 
make his marie at Grand Siam 
level. But he has slipped tw-if 
and recently parted from his 
coach Larry Stefonki. 

“I think it’s not the end of 
the world losing this match," 
he said. In troth New York 
barely noticed. 

However, it was good news 
for Tim Henman , as was the 
departure of the Dutchman 
Richard Krajicek, the fifth 
seed, whose knee problems 
flared up against another 
Swede, Thomas Johansson 


forcing him to retire. Both 
Rios and Krajicek were in the 
British No. l’s half of the 
draw. 

Henman’s fourth-round op- 
ponent today is Australia's 

huge-serving Mark Philip- 
poussis, who prior to Wimble- 
don was threatening 'to quit 
tennis. But a fresh haircut. 


and a fresh attitude, saw him 
reach the quarter-finals there, 
where he lost to Sampr as as 
did Henman one round later. 

The two have met twice be- 
fore, Henman defeating the 
21-year-old Melbourne-born 
player 6-4. 6-2 in Sydney two 
years ago and then losing 7-6, 
6-4 Indoors in last year. 
The Briton wfll foncy his 
chances of reaching the quar- 
ter-finals here, with Russia's 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov his likely 
opponent 
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Graf. . . knee still a worry 



That winning feeling . . . tired, despite what it says on the shirt but happy, Wasim Akram proudly holds the AXA League trophy after yesterday's victory photograph: ben duffy 

AXA League: Lancashire v Hampshire 

Two down, one to go for Wasim’s men 


Andy Wilson sees the Red Rose defy 
battle fatigue to set up a treble chance 


W ASIM AKRAM 
yesterday lifted 
Lancashire’s sec- 
ond one-day tro- 
phy inside 30 hours after lead- 
ing hts side to a 16-run 
victory over Hampshire. Lan- 
cashire hope to win the 
County Championship as 
well, so perhaps the Monopo- 
lies and Mergers CnwimlArinm 
should investigate re cen t de- 
velopments at crickets Old 
Traflbrd too. 

Lancashire's storming end 
to the season is all the more 
commendable given the un- 
certainty over Wasim 's future 
with the dub. The committee 
are expected to announce 
today that they have signed 
Mnthiah Muralitharan as 
their overseas player for next 
season, with John Crawley 
replacing Wasim as captain. 

Yet Wasim appealed more 
determined than ever to com- 
plete a treble with Lanca- 


shire's first outright champi- 
onship since 1934 — a dream 
he has cherished since join- 
ing them in 1988. *T would 
like to stay because I love this 
county," he said. “But if not it 
would be nice to go out on a 
high." 

For much of this game 
there appeared a real danger 
that Hampshire would win 
and keep Essex's title hopes 
alive at least until tomorrow, 
when Lancashire play a day- 
night match at Trent Bridge. 
Lancashire should have 
scored considerably more 
than 202 and Hampshire were 
well-placed with 10 overs 
remaining, needing 74 with 
Robin Smith going well and 
eight wickets In hand. 

But foe bulk of a 5,425 
crowd never lost forth, and 
with good reason. Glen Chap- 
pie, who foiled to take a 
wicket in the weekend's 
NatWest final, had Smith 


caught behind off the bottom 
edge, leaving lan Austin. 
Peter Martin and Wasim to 
secure victory. 

Lancashire have played 
music to greet boundaries 
and wickets at every AXA 
match this season and it has 
never been more incongruous 
than when a blast of Hallelu- 
jah greeted Martin’s dis- 
missal of Will Kendall with a 
full toss which Kendall thick- 
edged to Austin at third man. 

However, it seemed more 
appropriate for a spectacular 
boundary catch by Chappie to 
send back Nixon McLean, and 
the 1812 Overture, followed by 
We Are The Champions, were 
predictable when victory had 
been sealed. Surprisingly, 
given Lancashire's reputation 
as limited-overs specialists, 
this was their first title in 
what used to be the Sunday 
League since 1989 and only 
their fourth in alL 

For much of the afternoon 
their performance was that of 
a tired team: understandable 
after a long coach journey 
north foe previous evening. 


Mike Atherton was missing 
with a recurrence of his back 
problem and they slipped to 
GO for three bfefore a partner- 
ship of 110 in 16 overs be- 
tween Graham Lloyd and 
Andy Flintoff. 

For Flintoff an inning s of 69 
from 58 halls represented pub- 
lic therapy after an horrific 
run which had brought him 
110 runs from 16 inning s in all 
forms of cricket since a 
match-winning 70 against 


League table 



p 

w 

L 

□ 

Nr 

Pis 


IB 

11 

2 

0 

3 

so 

b*n [7] 

16 

9 

4 

I 

2 

48 

m 

16 

6 

s 

0 

3 

as 

Lotas (4) 

16 

B 

6 

□ 

2 

w 


It 

B 

7 

□ 

1 

34 

IB 

a 

7 

□ 

1 

34 

lb»t(2) 

16 

7 

fi 

D 

3 

34 

Notts (12) 

16 

7 

7 

1 

1 

38 

■Ms ciaj — . 

IB 

7 

7 

0 

2 

38 

CHoaK»( 11 ) ... 

IB 

6 

6 

0 

4 

38 

Woras 

19 

a 

6 

1 

3 

38 

So™ (B) 

16 

6 

7 

1 

2 

30 

DorfW* (14}. _ 

16 

b 

7 

0 

3 

30 


16 

B 

6 

0 

2 

xa 

Ota n (13) 

16 

B 

8 

0 

2 

20 

HortntS (9)—. 

16 

5 

7 

1 

3 

20 

Dvtoam (17) . 

16 

4 

a 

1 

3 

24 

Suno*(5}_.. 

16 

2 

12 

0 

2 

1* ; 

1997 positions 

in parantiwsai 

= 

= 



Warwickshire on June 29. He 
hit three sixes, two straight 
off Shaun Udal and a fierce 
pull over square leg off 
McLean. But his dismissal, a 
victim of his own power as he 
mishit a full toss to long on. 
triggered a thoroughly un- 
characteristic collapse as 
Lancashire lost seven wickets 
for 62 in the last nine overs. 

Lloyd was stumped down 
the leg side off John Stephen- 
son, Dimitri Mascarenhas 
took a sharp return catch to 
dismiss Wasim, and McLean 
polished off foe tail so effec- 
tively that Lancashire were 
bowled out with two balls of 
their 40 overs remaining. 

But again their supreme effi- 
ciency in the field won 
through. On Sunday Austin, 
complaining that Saturday’s 
rain bad disrupted Lanca- 
shire's usual celebrations by 
preventing a finish that day, 
had said: “But if we win tomor- 
row weH have a reet good 
night on Monday.” The match 
at Trent Bridge tomorrow thus 
promises to be a stern test 
even for Lancashire. 


UHCUNWE 

J P Crawley r Udal b Unucaronhas 7 

M Cmiton d Hartley SO 

N H Faironxnor c Aymos 

D Stephenson IO 

G D Lloyd si Aymos DSlaplwnson . ... 30 
A FIIMoM c Keecn b Mascaremms ... 80 
‘Waoxn Akram c A b Mascarenhas ... S 

tWKHeggc&bMcLoan 18 

I D Austin run out - 7 

G Yates not out 4 

Q Ctmpptn b McLoan 1 

PJ Martin b McLean . a 

Extras llbft. ml. nb6l At 

Total (394 oven) BOA 

FMlt«l>Ma».«,SO. ISO. 160. ID. 
194. 196.200 

■ m u KInpt Connor B-l-16-ft McLean 
7.WMM; Mascarenhas 6-0-34-3; Han- 
ley 6-0-40-1. Stephenson 6-0-42-3. Udal 
4-0-31-0 

HAMPSHIftK 

G W White c Austin b Wasim *7 

J P Stephenson c Akram b Austin . — 18 

*R A Smith c Hegg b Cnapple 44 

W 5 Kendall C Austin b Martin 44 

A D Mascarenhas b Martin » 

N A M McLean c Chappie b Martin . . 3 

M KMCh b Wasim IO 

fAN Aymos not aul - H 

S D Udal not oul - A 

Extras (b2. ra?.w9. noei A4 

Total (lor 7. 40ovara|.. — 108 

MI of wiefcafn 32. S3. *13. 156. 162. 172. 
179. 

DM not Mt C A Connor. P J Hartley. 
DrmBngi Austin 6-0-30-1; Martin 
6-1-41-3; Clwpple 6-0-29-1. WBsim 
8-0-34-2: Fllition *-0- 1B-0. YJMS 
4-0-3S-0. 

Ump tr —i O J Constant and P Willey. 
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Fredericks is 
latest Games 
withdrawal 


Duncan Macfcay 
In Johannesburg 


■JJRANKCE FREDERICKS is 
“foe latest of the world's 
top sprinters to withdraw 

from the 100 metres at the 
Commonwealth Games in 
Kuala Lumpur next week, 
throwing wide open a race 
that was won four years ago 
by Linford Christie. 

'Tm definitely not going," 
said the Olympic silver med- 
allist at 100m and 200m, who 
is preparing to compete in foe 
World Cup final for Africa 
here at the weekend. “It's too 
much at foe end of a long sea- 
son. My body wont take the 
heats, semi-final and final. " 

Four of the world’s fastest 
five sprinters this year are el- 
igible to compete in the 
Games but none will. The 
world-record holder Donovan 
Bailey, his Canadian teals' 
mate Bnrny Surin and Trim- 
dad's Ato Boldon all an- 
nounced last month they 
would not be running. Boldon 
tops the year's world rank- 
ings with 9.86sec, followed by 
Surin (9.89) and Bailey and 
Fredericks (both 9.93). In ad- 
dition, Nigeria's suspension 
from the Commonwealth 
rules out Seun Ogunkoya, 
No. 7 in the world with 9.94. 

Fredericks threatened to 
boycott the Games earner 
this year because he had still 
not received the 100m brume 
medal he won in Victoria In 
1994 after the runner-up Hor- 
ace Dove-Edwln was disquali- 
fied for drugs. He cwifinned 
last night he had received the 
medal and tiredness alone ex- 
plained his withdrawal. 

It leaves Obadele Thomp- 
son of Barbados, who has run 

10.00 this summer, as tne 
favourite but England 8 Bar- 
ren Campbell, who ran M M 
to win the European title m 
Budapest last month, must he 
in contention, as Doug 
Walker will he in the 200m n 
he recovers from Jaaee 
gery in time. Fredericks is tk® 
200m champion. 


Rowing 


Attrill strokes 
eight into 
contention 


Chrlstopbor Dodd 
in Cologne 


1 1 H E British men’s eight 

I showed the benefit here 
yester day of their new order 
and summer training camp 
when they came a good 
second to Germany in a heat 
of the World Championships. 
Though this condemns them 
to a repechage tomorrow, 
their performance suggested 
medal contention on Sunday. 

The eight, which ranks as 
foe second boat after the flag- 
ship four of James Cracknell. 
Steve Redgrave, Tim Foster 
and Matthew Pinsent, 
changed their order after 
coming third in foe final 
round of the World Cup in Lu- 
cerne in July. The switch of 
Louis Attrill to stroke, coo- 
pled with concentrated time 
together, looks to have been 
productive. If they are not 
looking at gold, they should 
compete for the silver and 
bronze with the Americans, 
Russia, Canada and Romania. 

The lightweight four find 
themselves in much the sa me 
situation. Having struggled to 
click aB season they made 
Denmark, the Olympic and 
world champions, work hard 
to preserve their unbeaten re- 
cord. Second place, as with 
the eight, means a repechage 
but they should have the con- 
fidence now to challenge the 
rianim a gain on Sunday. 

The key to their spirit is ab- 
solute commitment to foe 
boat There are no hght- 
weigbt eights in the Olympics 
and those in that event here 
hoping to jump ship to me 
four in 2000 may be uiducky. 
James Brown. Jim McNiven, 
Dave Lemon and John War- 
nock could dose the door on 
them this week- 

nthers to progress yester- 
day were Nick Strange and 
Adam Grey, who Qualified for 
toe semi-finals of the light- 
weight pairs, and Tracy Lang- 
lands and Jane Hah, who 
reached the same stage of the 
lightweight double sculls- 


Motor Racing 


Herbert leaves Sauber to Join Stewart 


J OHNNY HERBERT wfll 
switch to foe Stewart- 
Ford teem for foe 1999 
Formula One world champi- 
onship after three largely 
fruitless seasons with Sauber. 

The signing of foe 34-year- 
old from Romford, on a two- 
year contract wKL help raise 

the profile of the Milton 
Keynes-based team which has 
been struggling for much of 

this season. 

"We all want to progress 
and win races. Hopefully my 
experience will help Ford and 
Stewart to achieve those tar- 
gets," Herbert said. “The team 
is still in its infancy. They are 


disappointed with what 
they've had this season, but 
you learn from thing s like that 
and learn what to improve." 

Ford was particularly anx- 
ious that Stewart should 
recruit a driver with a proven 
record. Brazil’s Rubens Barri- 
chello has been tipped to stay 
as Herbert’s team-mate. The 
HphI hag not yet been finalised 
but If it is, Stewart's other 
driver. Jos Verstappen, would 
be the odd man out. . 

"As a British team it is very 
nice for ns' to have a British 
driver with so much experi- 
ence,” said Jackie Stewart 
“We are looking forward to 


working with him." Ford’s 
motorsport director Martin 
Whitaker added: “Johnny Is a 
wonderful motivator.” 

Herbert won foe 1995 Brit- 
ish and Italian Grands Prix, 
both successes achieved after 
his Benetton team-mate 
Michael Schumache r col lided 
with Damon Hill’s Williams, 
but did not continue with foe 
team foe following year. 

Herbert is now virtually 
certain to find himself lining 
up on the same grid as his 
former Lotus Formula One 
team-mate Alex Zanardi, who 
on Sunday clinched the CART 
championship for the second 


American Football 


Hearst record run sinks Jets 


Mark Tran sees the season kick-off with a 
last-gasp victory for San Francisco 49ers 


A SPECTACULAR 96-yard 
burst by Garrison 
Hearst In overtime 
allowed foe San Francisco 
49ers to scrape past the ever- 
improving New York Jets, 
who showed they can play 
with the best under the tough 
coaching of BUI Parcefls. 

“You cant be more disap- 
pointed than I am right now," 

Par cells said. “That was a 
tough one to lose, it came 

down to Just being able to con- 
centrate long enough to win 
one of these, but we just 
didn't do it I hope we take 
this, build on it.” 

The 49ers were pushed to 
the limit despite playing at 
home on a sunny if windy 
day. The winning play came 
as San Francisco sought 
breathing room for Steve 
Young to mount one of his 
patented late drives. Hearst 
spared Young and his 
receivers the trouble. 

Hearst broke through a 

mass of whitoand-green jer- 




seys, stiff-armed the rookie 
safety Kevin Williams at foe 
20, stormed past some feeble 
tackles, picked up some blocks 
downfidd and was fame to 
give the 49ers a 36-30 win. 

It was tbelongest run from 
scrimmage in the 49ers" his- 
tory, providing a dramatic cli- 
max to an aerial dud between 
Young and Glenn Foley, mak- 
ing his first opening-day 
start. “I just wanted to hit foe 
hole quick and get what I 
wnnTd Things happened after 
that," said Hearst, who 
rushed for 187 yards and two 
touchdowns on 2D carries. 

Foley proved just as 
effective as Young as both 
threw for three TDs. Foley 
carried foe Jets attack, ably 
helped by receivers Wayne 
Chrebet and Keyshawn John- 
son, whose play has not al- 
ways matched Ids rhetoric on 
and off the field- Johnson, a 
great admirer of Jerry Rice, 
even intervened in an argu- 
ment to calm down his Idol 




With the 49ers massing at 
the line of scrimmage to stop 
the running-back Curtis Mar- 
tin, Parcel Is switched to a 
pnoaing attack, with surpris- 
ing success. 

Foley passed for 415 yards; 
Johnson and Chrebet had 100- 
yard receiving games and 
both caught TDs. Johnson ex- 
ploded for two dazzling TDs of 
41 and 21 yards, showing the 
potential to be foe next Jerry 
Rice. Rice Showed that he can 
still play after devastating In- 
juries last year — torn knee 
ligaments followed by a 

cracked kneecap In his left leg. 
He scored a 14-yard TD after 
catching a pass near the side- 
line and easily sprinting past 
the comerback Ray Mickens. 

The game's spectacular fin- 
ish was set up by J J Stokes’s 
leaping 32-yard catch from 
Young in front of a Jets de- 
fender with imln 26sec left, 
giving San Francisco a 30-27 
lead. The Jets came right 
back, putting together a 60- 
yard drive, culminating in a 
31-yard-fleld goal from John 
trail to tie the game. Hearst 
than uncorked his game- win- 
ning run In overtime. 


successive year by finishing 
fourth at Vancouver. 

It is expected that Zanardi 
will be confirmed as foe new 
W illiams signing for 1999, 
partnering Raff Schumacher 
and displacing Heinz-Harald 
Frentzen, who is being tipped 
to take his fellow German's 
position alongside Damon 
Hill at Jordan. 

A forther reminder of the 
small world of international 
racing is that foe Vancouver 
race was foe second succes- 
sive CART victory for foe Scot 
Dario Franchitti, a protege of 
foe Stewart dynasty from foe 
time he contested the 1994 


Rugby Union 


British Formula Three cham- 
pionship under foe Paul Stew- 
art Racing banner. 

During that Formula One 
season Franchitti was 
eclipsed by his team-mate Jan 
Magnussen who went on to 
partner Barxichello in the 
Stewart-Ford team only to be 
dropped before this year's 
French Grand Prix after a 
succession of disappointing 
performances. 

It does not take too much 
imagination to see Franchitti, 
who is managed by Jacques 
Villeneuve's mentor Craig 
Pollock, following Zanardi 
back across foe Atlantic. 


Scottish union surprises 
clubs on district line 


Robert Armstrong 


S cottish clubs were 
caught off balance yester- 
day by a broad hint from 
Mumtyfield that the district 
sides Glasgow Caledonians 
and Edinburgh Reivers may 
be put up for sale when a Brit- 
ish League gets off the ground 
next year. In effect the Scot- 
tish Rugby Union called on 
potential private investors to 
throw their hats into the ring. 

Duncan Paterson, chair- 
man of the SRU executive 
council, floated the proposal 
as a means of cutting costs 
and allowing the SRU to de- 
vote more of its financial 
resources to improving foe 
grassroots game. It is the first 
sign foal foe SRU, under pres- 
sure to balance its books, may 
consider relaxing its iron con- 
trol of domestic rugby. 

“Hie money going In wages' 
[to Glasgow and Edinburgh] 
could be better spread 
throughout the cluhs from top 
to bottom,” said Paterson. The 
SRU will pick up the bill when 
Glasgow and Edinburgh take 
part in this season's European 


Cup, a competition that with- 
out the participation- of 
En gl t aH clubs has yet to make 
a television agreement or find 
an official sponsor. 

Paterson believes the dis- 
trict sides, who have lured a 
number of high-profile Scot- 
tish exiles back from Eng- 
land. wfll eventually prove an 
attractive asset to the British 
League. However, the SRlTs 
insistence' on keeping control 
of all TV contracts relating to 
Scottish rugby is likely to be a 
major deterrent to would-be. 
buyers, who would be depen- 
dent on gate revenue plus 
sponsorship to run their 
franchises. 

The economic contradic- 
tions in SRU policy — keep 
foe TV money while off-load- 
ing foe wage bill of district 
players — will not be lost on 
foe leading Scottish clubs 
who would themselves uiro to 
be in a position to acquire 
millionaire benefactors. The 
likes of Melrose, Watsonlans 
and Hawick have been rigor- 
ously excluded from the corri- 
dors of SRU power where 
European Issues and TV deals 
tend to be settled. 


Ice Hockey 

Newcastle call 
all the shots by 
ignoring change 


YlcBateheldor 


A LEX D AMPLER believes 
his Newcastle River- 
kings* 4-3 home win over 
Cardiff In Sunday's Benson 
and Hedges Cup game was 
largely down to his team 
"playing it the same old 
way". 

The result was a major 
surprise on the first week- 
end of competitive games 
played under the new rule 
doing away with the offside 
pass over two lines. Now a 
player may pass the puck 
from his team’s defensive 
zone to a team-mate beyond 
the centre-ice red line with- 
out offside being called. 

The International Ice 
Hockey Federation's ruling 
was intended to speed up 
play, but the early signs are 
that the reverse might be 
the case with teams resort- 
ing to the equivalent of 
football's long-ball game. 

“I told our guys to ignore 
the change, just do what 
comes naturally,” said the 
Newcastle coach. "That was 
a factor in our win; Cardiff 
resorted to rushing guys for- 
ward hoping a defenceman 
would find them way np the 
ice. Instead we picked off 
the passes at centre ice." 

With two goals from Blake 
Knox, the win was just what 
Dampler and the general 
manager Mike O'Connor 
needed to overcome local 
animosity towards the pre- 
vious owners. Newcastle 
Sporting Chib, which gave 
up the franchise last May. 

Unable to find new 
owners, Snperleague 
stepped In. formed their 
own company to run the 
team until buyers could be 
found, and installed Dam- 
pier and O'Connor, both 
moving from Sheffield. 

“The ferns here want to see 
a team that's going to work 
hard, and that’s one thi ng 
we’ve promised them," said 
Dampler, “Last night that 
was just what they got" 
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iness as usual for Manchester United 
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Say what you 
like about that 
Murdoch ... 



Spurs face £5m tag on Graham 


Martin Thorpe finds Leeds trying to hang on to their manager 
with a pre-emptive strike and a typically defensive approach 


| EEDS UNITED placed a £5 
■■million price tag on their 
manager George Graham yes- 
terday but it is unlikely to 
prevent Tottenham Hotspur 
making a formal approach for 
his services. 

The Yorkshire club also 
said they would refuse Spurs 
permission to speak to Gra- 


ham if that formal approach 
were made. But, again, this is 
unlikely to frighten off the 
London club, who are seeking 
to replace Christian Gross, 
who was sacked on Saturday. 

Leeds are well enough 
versed in the ways of modern 
football to know that, if Gra- 
ham wants to leave, there is 


little the club can do about it, 
whether they refuse permis- 
sion or not. If Graham did 
want to leave, Leeds would 
probably bow to the inevita- 
ble and negotiate a sensible 
compensation package to 
clear the decks for a new 
manager. 


Although Leeds confirmed 


that no official approach has 
been made, they are desperate 
to keep a man who has signifi- 
cantly unproved the team's 
performance in the two years 
since he took over from How* 
ard Wilkins on. 

Despite operating on a tight 
budget Graham led the team 
to Uefa Cup qualification last 
season, at the same time 
rebuilding his own reputation 
after the bung scandal at 
Arsenal which brought him a 
one-year ban from the game. 
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The premise for Leeds's 
£5 million compensation as- 
sessment is based on the con- 
tract Graham signed in De- 
cember, which takes him to 
2001 on a salary of £1 mill i nn 
a year. That agreement, say 
Leeds, includes a clause stat- 
ing that any club wishing to 
speak to Graham must pay 
£1 million and , if they land 
their man, must pay up Gra- 
ham's contract and an extra 
£1 mm i nn in compensation. 

The Leeds chairman Peter 
Risdale added another barrier 
when he said: "1 have said 
consistently that George Gra- 
ham is under contract to us. 
The board’s reaction if any- 
one came in for him would be 
to reflise them permission to 
talk to him. " 

Although it is understood 
Graham would like a move 
back to London, he played 
down the speculation yester- 
day. "Every time a Job comes 
up it seems my name is linked 
with it," he said. "I am not 
giving these stories credibil- 
ity by commenting on them." 

However, Graham knows it 
would be improper for him to 
comment before a formal ap- 
proach is made. Only then 
could he reveal to the Leeds 
board any interest he might 
have in the Spurs job. 


If a manager wants to leave 
a club, he can in theory walk 
out. The club can try to en- 
force his contract through the 
courts but that involves a 
long, costly and messy process. 
Even if the club win, there is 
little benefit In an unmotivated 
and disenchanted manager. A 
dub will normally acccept 
their losing hand. 

If Graham does end up leav- 
ing, Leeds are likely to turn to 
Kenny Dalglish. The board is 
known to admire the talents 
of the former Liverpool and 
Newcastle manager and 
would be prepared to give 
him the time, denied him by 
the directors at St James' 
Park, to build a champion- 
ship-challenging team. 

Tony Adams gave a sur- 
prise vote of confidence to 
Tottenham yesterday over 
their supposed interest in 
Graham. *1 love George, he 
was very good for me,” he 
said. “We had a heil of a 
relationship here and I think 
he is a great manager. 

“If he got the Tottenham job 
I am sure he would do fantas- 
tically well there, like he did 
at Arsenal and like he is 
doing at Leeds. I respect any 
good player or manager and 
he would be a good choice for 
Spurs." 


Jim White 


I T IS not easy to write this. 
For a pon tificatnr whose 
livelihood is based on the 
paper-thin pretence of in- 
fallibility, it is the journalistic 
equivalent of a suicide note. 
But I was wrong, wronger 
than a Shane Wame wrong' un 
on a turning wicket. 

My inaccuracy in front of 
goal makes Stephane Gui- 
varc'h look a quality finisher. 
So out of touch am I, my only 
future is as an adviser to Wil- 
liam Hague. 

Far years l have been wed- 
ded to the romantic notion 
that if football forgets about 
its grass roots, alienates its 
core support and squeezes out 
the humble punter, it will die. 
And I was wrong. 

Here’s how wrong I was: I 
predicted the Premier League 
was a latterday South Sea 
Bubble about to burst: 1 
reckoned too much live televi- 
sion would suffocate interest: I 
confidently announced Euro 
96 was the peak and that, once 
the reality of dull nil-n filers 
on wet Wednesdays in Janu- 
ary kicked In, the bandwagon 
would roll elsewhere. 

With the news of Rupert 
Murdoch's mooted takeover of 
Manchester United I have 
been forced to raise tbe white 
flag and retreat into a shed in 
the garden with a sign on the 
door which reads: "Ludd ite. 
Please do not disturb". 

This Is the new reality: what 
Murdoch has done by his bid 
is to alter the entire proposi- 
tion of English league football. 
At a stroke he has Internation- 
alised it, propelled it towards a 
vast new market, ensured it 
will become the major player 
in the world’s game. And at 
the same time he has probably 
signed the death warrant for a 
couple of dozen smal I clubs. 

Murdoch's bid for United 
absolutely fits into bis busi- 
ness strategy. For a while he 
was rumoured to be interested 
in Spurs. But leaks of a deal to 
bail out Alan Sugar were 
clearly a smokescreen for the 
Digger's real motives: why 
would he waste time with an 
operation in crisis when he 
has the resources to buy in at 
the top or the market? 

With United in his portfolio 
he will own the software to 
complement the hardware of 
his broadcasting arm. When 
he transmits matches over his 
satellite operation in China 


and the Far East hoc.mcros5- 
pmmore United merchandis- 
ing: when his American pay- 
per-view channels start 
offering a service of Premier- 
ship football into the homes of 
Californian "Soccer Moms", 
he will take a handy slice or 
the cash generated by the 
United shirts their offspring 
will demand. 

In Australia, Singapore ami 
South Africa the opportuni- 
ties for selling are enough to 
send even /usoyes spinning 
likp cartoon fruit machines. 

As a true internationalist he is 
aware of the vast potential 
that Premiership football has 
to become the world's favour- 
ite sport ing brand. 

And now he Is in the posi- 
tion to ensure it does. In five 
years' time, when Martin Ed- 
wards sees what Rupert Mur- 
doch has done with the 
organisation he once owned, 
he will wince at how cheap he 
sold it. Thar £80 million he will 
trouser from this deal will 
look very' small beer. 

O NE thing is certain 
for the supporter in 
England: things will 
change when this bid 
goes through. They will 
change to suit the major bank- 
roller of the oiieration. Sky 
Television. Until now United, 
as the biggest player in negoti- 
ations. acted as a check and 
balance to Sky. In the future, 
when the head of Sky sits 
down with the chairman of 
our biggest club to decide how 
much money should be paid 
for the rights to screen 
matches, only a mirror need 
be involved. 

Thus pay-per-view of Pre- 
miership matches — which 
was put on hold th is year only 
because United would not 
agree a fee and started investi- 
gating the possibility of a 
channel of their own — will 
become a reality. 

Likewise a pay-per-view 
European Conference without 
promotion and relegation will 
follow. It will be a huge money- 
maker. with millions sub- 
scribing, millions watching In 
pubs and grounds filled by 
event junkies anxious to be 
seen at tbe big occasions and 
prepared to pay through the 
nose for the privilege. 

Moreover it will be in Unit- 
ed's commercial interest to en- 
sure that spending money al- 
located to football in British 
households is taken by pay- 
per-view subscriptions rather 
than at the turnstiles of 
smaller cl ubs. pushing wob- 
bling outfits into bankruptcy. 

As for me. you will catch me 
In front of the television. As a 
football fan I will have little 
option but to take up one of 
Murdoch’s impending offers. 
And be knows it 


Football meltdown, G2 



It is a show of 
artists mining 
what few 
seams there 
are left, 
staking claims 
on abandoned 
lots, claiming 
territory not 
their own and 
doing things 
any sensible 
person would 
say weren’t 
worth 

attempting in 
the first place. 

Adrian Searle 
on Young 
Americans 


G2p8 



Crossword No 21,374 

Set by Paui 



Across 


8 Rupees as faks as a shark's 
waller? (3.5) 

9 Topping fruit, the pineapple (6) 

10 Yam attrfouted to Homer in 
•Odyssey’ (6) 

11 DTI reshuffle holds back 
absurd poet (0) 

12 Newspaper requires a series 
of notes (4) 

1 3,1 8 PC Short cieverty called a 
night manoeuvre (10.10) 

15 Those who should reform cfld 
reform in bode (?) 

16 Sleep disturbed by partners' 
organs (7) 

18 See 13 

19 PuUsboats(4) 

20 Forty mad cows rushed 
around (8) 

22 National hero's comeback 
asks for a lot of time (6) 


23,5 Blasphemous cocktail? 
(6.4) 

24 This type of brick may be 

used with bank fraud (8) 

Down 


1 Children's work must be safe, 
scoffed granny (5,3,3,4) 

2 Capitol deception leading to 
the deceptively obvious? (7,8) 

3 'Evergreen Air Fresh', and 
avert BO (5,5) 

4 Black magic is boring without 
sin (7) 

5 See 23 

6 Politician, the usual weird 
Martian alien (15) 

7 Then aH see grand Brahms 
and Liszt opera (6,3,6) 

14 Paul's in jail (holding US 
money) for obstruction (10) 

17 Monstrous duck silent movie 
actress caries about (7) 



CROSSWORD SOLUTION 21,373 


21 Stone needs working with 

axes (4) 


Solution to mo r row 


0 Stuck? Then can our sokillona liflo 
on 0891 338 238. Cate cost SOp 
per minute at ell timos. Service sup- 
ptiedtjy ATS 
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